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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH   BENNINGTON, NE 68007  

Tue & Thurs 

Soup at Lighthouse 
9:00am-4:00pm 

 

Feb 19 & Feb 26 

New Member Class 
9:45am 

 

Feb 21 

Fat Tuesday 

Pancake Feed 
5:30PM 

 

Feb 22 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 
10AM  and 7PM 

 

Feb 26 

New Member 

 Installation 
11:00AM 

 

Feb 29 

6:00pm Soup Supper 

7:00pm Lenten Service 

Gospel Extravaganza 
Salem’s  

“Voices of Victory”  
          

 voted Omaha’s Best Gospel Choir at the Omaha Entertainment 

Awards will come to St. John’s on March 11. As a Music in 

Mission Concert, come let the Spirit move you to dance around 

the aisles (ok-you don’t have to)  

     Come, let the Spirit inspire you 
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PASTOR STEIN SHARES 

The Culture of St. John’s  - 2 

 
We continue to explore the uniqueness, the culture of St. John’s. It is crucial to have a clear grasp of it because 

the findings are key elements in the decision-making of the leadership. Programs and ministries are being    

encouraged and supported that capture this uniqueness. Resources are invested into programs that reflect that 

culture.  

 

You can trust that the leadership embraces the uniqueness, the culture of St. John’s. We are not trying to  

imitate what we see works well somewhere else. We are not guided by following the latest trends. We give 

little consideration to the notion that, because everyone is doing it, we should be doing it too. Uniqueness is 

good. Part of being a mature adult is to embrace my own uniqueness. I am not like everyone else – and that is 

good news. Part of being a spiritually mature, strong and healthy congregation is to be proud of our       

uniqueness, to embrace it. We are who we are because of who we are. We are who we are because God       

created us and this congregation this way. I trust that you are proud of St. John’s uniqueness.  

 

We know that St. John’s is unique (as is every congregation) even though we may not be able to put in words 

how and why. We know that walking through the door of St. John’s, there is a special feeling rising inside of 

us. To be a leader means to translate that feeling into programs, worship services, etc. Before we move on, one 

word of explanation: The fact that I list something as uniquely St. John’s, does not mean that you cannot find 

this point in any other congregation. Twins are unique, even though they share so much in common. To fully 

appreciate the uniqueness of one two, I need to be aware of the area of commonality.  

 

The decision-making of St. John’s will be guided by seeking to be a blessing for real people. We care for   

people, not ideas or academic thoughts. People in and around Bennington deal, battle and struggle with many 

real issues: Divorce and the aftermath, foreclosures, loneliness, family strife, etc. We know what the issues are. 

Thankfully, there are problems that people even in other parts of Omaha are dealing with that are not as     

common in and around Bennington. We will continue with the appropriate sense of urgency to seek to develop 

ministries that identify people who are struggling with the issues that are relevant here and that reach out. We 

will not invest our time or resources into programs that try to answer questions or address problems that no one 

has. I intentionally do not give examples at this point.  I leave this intentionally on a general level: Too many 

times churches invest their resources, plan services and ministries around trying to answer questions that no 

one is asking. Frustration sets in because there is only little response. People “should ask these questions or 

they really do have this problem, whether they know it or not” is said. They really do not ask that question! 

They really do not have that problem! The stereotype of the culture in this part of the country is that we are 

real people who deal with real issues and do not waste our time with ideology. When we see someone      

struggle, we simply ask: How can I help? We will not discuss repealing gravity, because even if the vote pass-

es, nothing will change. How many votes are taken where the outcome is irrelevant because nothing is going to 

change, regardless of the vote?  

 

Of course, it is much safer to take votes on issues that won’t change anything. If I deal with real life issues and 

struggles, the emotions are much rawer, matters could get messy and dirty, feelings may get hurt and tears may 

even flow. When I talk about repealing gravity, even the loser of the vote can feel good because nothing is  

going to change anyway. 
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PASTOR STEIN SHARES 

Submitted By Pastor Andres Stein 

Ministries that make a difference need to be focused. A ministry cannot do everything for everyone – 

even if it desires to do so. Setting a focus is the acknowledgment of limitation: I focus on this, and 

NOT on that. The decision is not about right or wrong. All the options are spiritual and good. Setting a 

focus is a reflection of the people we have. I can speak about myself. I know I can do some things, and 

I know I need someone else to do other things. I focus on what Christ has called me to do. There is an 

indefinite number of foci that a Christian congregation can have: Social justice, pure worship,     

educational ministries, youth, seniors, etc.  

 

I believe the focus that captures best the talent and the personnel we have at St. John’s is inspiration. 

We seek to develop programs, we plan worship services, we invest resources in activities that seek to 

bring inspiration to people. That does not mean that social justice, educational ministries, worship and 

all the other possibilities are secondary or ignored. It does mean that first question we ask is: Is what 

we are planning on doing designed to bring inspiration to people?  

 

We will explore the focus on inspiration more next month. 

New Member Class Forming  
Pastor Andreas will be leading a series of new member classes on February 19 and   

February 26 at 9:45 AM in the Conference Room. New members will be received into 

membership at the 11:00AM worship service on February 26, 2012. If you are interested 

in becoming a new member, please check the Attendance Registration pew pad or call 

the church office at  238-2483.   

                                  First Communion Classes                                                            
The classes for students in 5th grade and older students who have not had communion          

preparation will begin on Wednesday evenings during Lent.  More details will be available 

soon. First Communion will be held on Maundy Thursday,  April 5.  First communicants are           

encouraged to invite parents, grandparents as well as God parents to this important event.  
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FAT TUESDAY—PANCAKES!!! 
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Face Paintng 

Goodie Jar Walk 

Piñatas'  

Join us for some fun!!! 

Fat TuesdayPancake Feed 
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

5:30pm—7:30pm 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

322 North Molley St—Bennington NE 

Cost—Free Will Offering 
The proceeds from the Pancake Feed will be used to help send our BYG kids to 

Sky Ranch Colorado for  a week with Jesus in the mountains 

 

 



 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
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Submitted by Di Loptin—Interim Youth Director 

 

 What is the BYG Deal? Well JESUS is of course!!!  
Confirmation News  

 The confirmation students continue to attend classes and continue to work towards completing their 

requirements for Confirmation.  

 7th Grade Urban Plunge  

 The 7th grade students are participating in the Urban Plunge weekend on February 10-12th. This is 

a requirement of their confirmation studies. They will serve the following ministries during their 

weekend plunge – Hope Center, Siena Francis House, Release Ministries, Open Door Mission, 

Heartland Hope Mission, Prayer Walk, Abide Network and The Bridge. They will complete their 

weekend with worship service at Salem Baptist Church. This will be an awesome weekend as they 

serve the homeless in the Omaha area. Thank you for all the donations of socks, candies, blankets, 

gloves, washcloths etc. Our students will hand these items out to the homeless we meet during this 

weekend.  

 The confirmation classes will once again be preparing and serving our Lenten Soup Suppers each 

Wednesday evening before service.  

 

BYGs  

 We continue to meet each Wednesday night for fellowship and bible study at the Lighthouse Youth 

Center. We are adding two Sunday evening small group nights beginning February 5, 2012 and will 

meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 6:00pm – 7:00pm at the Lighthouse.  

 The BYG’s will begin working with Asst. Professor Michael McCandless from Creighton          

University in February as they start preparing for the Easter Sunrise Service drama. They will be 

presenting “The Giving Tree”.  

 The BYG’s will again be hosting the Fat Tuesday Pancake Feed on Tuesday, February 21st. The 

money raised during this event will help offset costs for the BYG’s Summer Adventure Trip to Sky 

Ranch Colorado in July.  

 

In the Happy Moments Praise God – In the Difficult Moments Seek God – In the Quiet Moments Trust 

God and In Every Moment Thank God.  

 

Blessings!  
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BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Annette McClelland 

St. John’s building committee is hard at work to determine the best direction for improvements to the 

church property.  The foundation of each discussion we have is ensuring we make decisions that enable 

St. John’s to maintain its uniqueness.   

 

We want to ensure we are making the right choice for the future of St. John’s and should you have any 

questions, please contact any of the committee members, Debbie Almquist, Winston Anderson, Jim 

Bonge, Jan Braden, Sharon Howells, Angie Knutson-Smith, Annette McClelland, Joan Pierson, John 

Pierson, Michelle Pierson & Pastor Stein. 

 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, February 9th at 7:00 pm in the conference room.  We encourage 

anyone that would like to learn more to feel free to attend.   
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KIDS’ KINGDOM PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Submitted by Nicki Nutter 

It’s registration time for the 2012-13 preschool year! If you are a current enrollee, or member of St. 

John’s congregation, you should enroll as soon as possible to ensure your choice of classes.  

 

One significant change this year is in the age at which you may enroll your child. To align with the 

public school system, the date of acceptance has changed from October 15th to July 31st. This change 

should assist the kindergarten programs in assuring that children are ready for the demands of  modern 

school curriculum. We must change our dates as well, so that children leaving our program are       

accepted into public schools. 

 

Kid’s Kingdom welcomed a new staff member at the semester. Elizabeth Pooley has been added as an 

office assistant/paraprofessional. We are very happy to have her, and know that her talents will help 

our teachers immeasurably! Thank you, Elizabeth! We are so pleased that you have with us!  

 

January was filled with many activities surrounding our winter weather (or lack thereof!) All classes 

enjoyed a special Pajama Day, with fuzzy slippers and footed p.j.s keeping us warm! The K-Prep class 

visited the St. John’s Quilting group to learn and observe the process of creating a quilt, followed by 

each child designing and making their own paper quilt. 

 

Student evaluations will begin in January and continue through February. Parent/Teacher conferences 

will take place in early March.  
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ST. JOHN’S WOMEN IN ACTION 

 

Join Us in Bible Study! 
All Women are Welcome 

 

Faith Circle Bible Study 

February 14, at 1:30PM 

Fellowship Hall 

Lesson Leader—Betty Deardoff 

Refreshments—Betty Deardoff 

 

Rejoice Circle Bible Study 

February 20, at 7:00PM 

At the Lighthouse 

Lesson/Refreshments—Sharon Newman 

 

General Meeting Hostesses- 

Karen Anderson, Annette Kay, Emily Laaker 

 

Busy Woman’s Bible Study 

February 28th 

Contact ddrheathergoertz@yahoo.com 

For time and place. 

 

Coming Events 

 
Fair Trade Sales 

February 12th 

in the Narthex between services  

Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Hot Chocolate,  

Nuts and Chocolate Bars 

 

World Day of Prayer 

March 2nd 

Young Women of All Ages 

Be Bold!! 

 
Young Women of the ELCA are encouraged to 

checkout these websites: www.boldcafe.org, 

www.twitter.com/WomenoftheELCA, and 

http://blogs.elca.org/women 

 

Café is a free, monthly on-line magazine for 

young women offered by the Women of the 

ELCA.  Women of all ages are reading it! 

 

Café stands for Community, Advocacy, Faith 

and Enlightenment. 

 

Also, check out all the info about Women of 

the ELCA at www.elca.org/Growing-In-

Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA.aspx 

Trunk Ministry 

Please help support the Trunk Ministry 

with food items  You can place them in 

the shopping carts located in the entry to 

the lower level and to the Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

Campbell’s Soup Labels 
Please save your Campbell’s soup labels.  

Labels are collected in the box below the 

Congregation mailboxes in the            

Fellowship Entry Hall. 
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MEN’S MINISTRY 

 

Join us for the Men’s Christian Ed/Bible study.  All meetings are held at the Light House. 

in February, we will meet on February 18th and in March on March 10th and 31st.    All meeting times 

are 7:30AM. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP TEAM NOTES 

 

Ash Wednesday services on February 22, 2012, will be at 10:00am and 7:00pm with Communion and 

Imposition of Ashes. 

 

Our next Music in Mission concert will feature the Salem Baptist Choir from Omaha on March 11, 

2012, at 7:00PM.  Proceeds from these concerts are used for scholarships for church music majors and 

pastoral ministry students. 

 

We are reminded that when planning, we need to be respectful of each service. 

 

 

Submitted by Emily  Laaker 

Submitted by Dick Fritz 

https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/affiliate.do?id=61&coupon=2012JNTop


 

Quilter’s Prayer 
Thank you for blessing me with the ability to quilt.   

Thank You for the joy, peace and blessing it brings into my 

life.  It is a gift that has brought me countless hours of     

pleasure & enjoyment.  Father, I  return this gift to You.   

Use this talent to serve your purpose in the world.  Bless each 

item we quilt so that it radiates Your love to the person who 

receives it.  Amen.   

QUILTERS IN ACTION 
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“Never tell your neighbors to wait until         

tomorrow, if you can help them 

now,” (Proverbs 3:28 TEV)   

 

Real servants pay attention to needs.  Servants 

are always on the lookout of ways to help     

others.  When they see a need, they seize the 

moment to meet it, just as the Bible directs us:  

“Whenever we have the opportunity, we have to 

do what is good for everyone, especially fo the 

family of believers.”  (Galatians 6:10 GWT). 

 

When God puts someone in need right in front 

of you, he is giving you the opportunity to grow 

in servant hood.  You’re encouraged to seize 

that opportunity.   

 

John Wesley was an incredible servant of God.  

His motto was: “Do all the good you can, by all 

the means you can, in all the ways you can, in 

all the places you can, at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, as long as you ever 

can.”   

 

That is greatness.  You can begin by looking for 

small tasks that has been overlooked by others.  

Do these little things as if they were great 

things, because God is watching. 

Quilting Servants 
 

Our quilting servants for January were:  Betty 

Deardoff, Delores Thorell, Lorene Andersen, 

Darlene Langendorfer, Karen Arp and Addie 

Backhuus.  We were down in numbers, but our 

servants were able to complete two baby 

quilts, nine lap robes, one prayer shawl, and 

five full size quilts.   

 

We hosted a visit from the 4-5 year olds from 

the preschool  Soon they will be learning 

about the letter “Q”, and Mrs. Nutter asked to 

bring in the children to learn about quilts. 

 

February Quilting Days                     
February 13 - 9:00AM, All Day 

February 14 - 9:00 AM, 1/2 Day 

   Submitted by Betty Deardoff 



 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 
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Submitted by Heather Goertz 

 

REACHING OUT, THROUGH OUTREACH MINISTRY 
The Healthy by Design program continues with the following schedule: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIT (Faith Intensity Training) MWF 5:30AM and 8:15AM 

LIFT (Low Impact Fitness Training) MWF 9:00AM 

Practicing Grace (yoga-style) Tuesday only at 5:30AM 

Faithful Soles (Run/Walk Club) Saturdays at 7:00AM 

 

 



 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
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Submitted by Jan Braden, 

Director of Music 

 

As we have completed another season of Advent, it always amazes how we often look back on the month of 

December and are glad it’s over!  That always makes me sad, that with all of the hustle and bustle, shopping 

madness, parties and gifts, we can soon lose sight of the real reason we celebrate!   

 

The twelves day of Christmas, as we have all heard about through the song of the same name, celebrates the 12 

days (beginning on the evening of Dec. 25 and ending on the morning of Jan. 6) culminating with the       

Epiphany of our Lord. 

 

As we enter the season of Epiphany, let’s not forget what it all means:  

 

The term epiphany means "to show" or "to make known" or even "to reveal."  As with most aspects of the 

Christian liturgical calendar, Epiphany has theological significance as a teaching tool in the church. The Wise 

Men or Magi who brought gifts to the baby Jesus were the first Gentiles to acknowledge Jesus as "King" and 

so were the first to "show" or "reveal" Jesus to a wider world as the incarnate Christ. This act of worship by 

the Magi, which corresponded to Simeon’s blessing that this child Jesus would be "a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles" (Luke 2:32), was one of the first indications that Jesus came for all people, of all nations, of all races, 

and that the work of God in the world would not be limited to only a few. 

 

This season is now observed as a time of focusing on the mission of the church in reaching others by 

"showing" Jesus as the Savior of all people. It is also a time of focusing on Christian community and           

fellowship, especially in healing the divisions of prejudice and bigotry that all too often exist between God’s 

children. 

 

As we contemplate St. John’s mission, in Bennington, in the greater Omaha area, in Nebraska, throughout the 

country/world, let’s never forget that the Lord came for all of us, for everyone and we need to share that    

message with everyone we meet, everyone we touch.  That is why it is so important for St. John’s to continue 

our outreach, whether in the form of Rachel Scott’s concert, Don Piper’s amazing message, or another        

outreach event yet unplanned.  And those of us involved in the planning of these outreach events, would love 

input from the entire congregation.  Please contact any of us to ask questions, make suggestions, or just offer 

your opinion.   

 

Let us go forth and make known our Savior to all the world! 

 

Happy Epiphany!! 

https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/affiliate.do?id=61&coupon=2012JNTop


 

KINGDOM QUEST 

“One Voice, One World” 
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Submitted by Heather Goertz 

The Kingdom Quest children are beautiful blessings of joyful noise, excitement, and prayerful hearts! Did you 

know that every Sunday, nearly 50 children and adults join together in a circle of prayer. They pray for St. 

John's, they pray for family and friends who need healing, they pray with thanks and praise for each other.  

Really, they do! We learn at even the youngest ages that prayer changes things. For example, it was a four year 

old that whispered so softly that "God pray for me" which resonated so loudly in our hearts....as we too can 

come to Him with that child-like faith and ask for His blessings upon each of us during the month of February 

 

In February, children will be collecting quarters for "Hearts of Hope" which is an effort in supporting the Open 

Door Mission's Lydia House, a family-style homeless shelter in Omaha. Children are asked to bring quarters 

each week to put in the special hearts offering bucket. 

 

Looking ahead, we are already reviewing curriculum themes for Vacation Bible School this summer. Perhaps 

you are interested in helping with VBS....how about serving as the VBS coordinator? The experience is truly 

fulfilling and life-enhancing! Please contact the church office if you are interested in serving. 

 

See ya Sunday at 9:30-10:45 for KingdomQuest. For all children ages 3 years thru 6th grade...parents wel-

come! 

 

Jesus loves you! 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Summer and VBS!!   

Doesn’t that sound great in February? 

 

If you have an interest in being our VBS Coordinator this 

year or interested in helping with VBS 

Please contact the Church Office 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Church Pastor   Rev. Andreas Stein 

Office Administrator            Debbie Misfeldt 

Interim Youth Director  Di Loptin 

Organist   Connie Dunn  

Director of Music  Jan Braden 

Chancel Choir Director   Kerry Greunke 

Pre-school Director  Nicki Nutter 

Bookkeeper   Gail Pfahl 

Custodians   Tom & Cindy Koziol 

Pre-school Teachers   Hillary Cemer, Mindi  

    Gansebom, & Traci 

                                                       Osuna 

Pre-school Administrative Elizabeth Pooley  

Assistant    

2011 CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Deb Almquist                                        President 

Chris Tomjack                              Vice President 

Scott Pierson                                         Treasurer 

Emily Laaker                                         Secretary 

Wayne Andersen                   Financial Secretary 

Jan Braden                     Special Funds Treasurer 

Katie Iltzsch                      Youth Representative 

David Sandstedt, Jr. 

Stacy Laue 

Mary Pat Schmidt 

Tricia Schneider  

Submitted by Emily Laaker 

Council Summary January, 2012 
 

The annual report will be available for the forums on the 15th and 22nd.  The council report will     

include personnel changes in 2011. 

 

We have received 117 pledges for 2012, totaling $246,365.00.  About 23% of giving units have 

pledged. 

 

Website redesign work has begun. 

 

BYG is planning a Fat Tuesday pancake feed and is working on a drama for the Easter Sunrise        

service. 

 

Ash Wednesday services will be at 10AM and 7PM, with Communion and Imposition of Ashes. 

 

Maundy Thursday services will be at 10AM and 7PM, with foot washing again offered at the evening 

service. 

 

Good Friday Services will be at 7PM. 

 

Easter breakfast will begin at 7:00AM to accommodate those who attend both the 8:30AM service and 

the 11:00AM service. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS & COMMUNITY NEWS 
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URBAN PLUNGE MISSION TRIP 
The 7th Grade Confirmation Class will be participating in the Urban Plunge Mission Trip that is located 

in Omaha NE.  This trip is a Confirmation requirement and is a life changing experience for most of these 

kids who have never gone to bed hungry or slept in a box.  These students will spend February 10th-12th  

serving at the Siena Francis House, Release Ministries, Open Door Mission, Heartland Hope Mission,  

Prayer Walk, Abide Network, The Bridge and will end the weekend attending church service at Salem   

Baptist Church.    

 

We would love to get everyone involved with this weekend!  Please call me if you would like to serve side 

by side with these students as an adult sponsor or you can help by donating the following items:  bars of 

soap, wash cloths, toothpaste, toothbrushes, candy, gloves, mittens, hats, coats, blankets and 

socks.  The students will be handing out these items to the homeless on the streets of Omaha and will also 

donate them to the missions that we serve during the Urban Plunge weekend.  These donations can be 

dropped off at the church office. 

 

For more information about the Urban Plunge experience, please visit www.UrbanPlunge.com   

Thank you!  Di and the 7th Grade Confirmation Class 

Soup At The Light House 

 

Brrr . . Its Cold!  Come to the Light House to warm up in February 

for delicious home made soup.   

Soups on every Tuesday and Thursday from 9AM to 4PM. 

        Giving Tree Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who made donations 

to the Giving Tree located in the Fellowship 

Hall.  There were 8 wonderful hand knitted 

scarves, 21 colorful stocking hats and 31 

warm pairs of gloves. 

You Have Mail! 
Please help us save postage.  The following items are in your 

church mail box located in the Fellowship Hall foyer. 

 2012 Offering envelopes.  If you did not get envelopes and 

would like them, please contact the church office. 

 2011 Year-end giving statements.  Please contact the 

church office with any questions. 

   

                                                                                     

                                                                                           

   

       Fabulous Chocolate Fondue 

St. John’s Lighthouse 

Coffee Shoppe 

Tuesday, February 14th 

11am – 2 pm                                            
                                                                                                   

Come & Enjoy Homemade 

Soups Along with our simply  

    delicious chocolate fondue  

SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS  

For those attending an accredited college, trade school,      

community college, or other form of post  secondary educa-

tion in the Fall of 2012 on a full time basis (as defined by the  

institution college) and St. John’s College Scholarship (for 

those attending an ELCA Church College) are available in the 

narthex. Look for the yellow and green folders.    

Note new deadline date: Deadline March 1st. 

http://www.urbanplunge.com/


 

     JOYS AND CONCERNS  

 

 

     

CHURCH OFFICE  

Hours, Due Dates & Such 

Please help our office to be as efficient 

and helpful as possible by keeping the 

following in mind: 

 

Monthly Publication:                      

Thru the Windows 

The due date for information for the 

monthly newsletter, “Thru the Windows,” 

is the 15th of each month. Any articles or 

information after that date will not be  

included. Please submit all articles to the 

editor, at ttweditor@gmail.com.  
 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday are 8:00am-

4:00pm.  The church staff meets at 10am 

on Mondays. Usually there are volunteers 

to  answer the phones during that time. If 

not, the phone will go to voicemail.  

Occasionally, the staff will have lunch 

offsite on Tuesdays so please call before 

coming to make sure we are here.  If you 

need access to the church at other times, 

please call and we will work with you to 

make other arrangements. 
 

Voice Mail & E-mail 

All voicemail & email messages will be    

answered as soon as possible.  Messages 

left after 4:00pm on Friday will be      

returned on the next business day.  
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          The church mouse scurries around St. John’s and notices those who have put in an                

                                act of good works or service for our Lord, which may not always be noticed.  Our  

                                church is full of wonderful members who help others and the church mouse likes to 

                                bring that to our attention so we can express a warm THANKS. Let us know who           

                                 has helped. Email the editor at ttweditor@gmail.com.       

                                THANK  YOU—  Sharon Howells for being our newsletter editor  

                                                               for the past year!!!!!!!! 

 

            Starting with the March TTWs, please e-mail your articles to dmisfeldtsjlc@msn.com 
 

 Want to get involved.? Contact the church office if you would like more information about 

the newsletter editor role.  No writing required, just formatting and can work from home. 

 December 25—Please keep Scott & Michelle, 

Ben and Lauren Pierson in your prayers in the  

recent passing of Michelle’s mother Judy Sabbog 

of Jefferson, IA. 

 January 8—Charley Mae Witte was received 

into God’s Holy Kingdom through the washing of 

Holy Baptism at the 11:00AM service.  Charley 

was born August 21, 2011, and is the daughter of 

Daniel and Andrea Witte.  Charley’s sponsors are 

Chad & Sara Ruda. 

 January 15—Please keep the Matt & Holly     

Ferguson family in your prayers in the recent  

passing of Holly’s grandmother. 

 Please keep the families of Karen and Wally     

Boever & Allen and Rhonda Logeman in your 

prayers in the recent passing of Karen and Allen’s 

father Harry Logeman. 

 January 22—Kyler Andrew Schmoldt was     

received into God’s Holy Kingdom through the 

washing of Holy Baptism at the 11:00am               

service. Kyler  was born November 14, 2011 and 

is the son of Andrew and Trish Schmoldt. Kyler’s 

sponsors are Trista Bodlak and Kyle Copple. 
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SERVICE SCHEDULE—FEBRUARY SERVENTS 

2/05/12 8:30AM     11:00AM 

Greet ` Janiece Coe & Sharon Bosle   Kelsey & Tricia Schneider 

Usher  Paul & Linda Holtapp    Wendy Christensen, Gloria Sass 

Lector  Mark Sukraw     Julie Rothermund 

Cantor  Mark Sukraw  

Acolytes Alec & Kaitlyn Knutson-Smith  Regan Vannornaum  

Nursery       Elizabeth Siem 

                                                                

2/12/12 8:30AM     11:00AM  

Greet  Jeff & Madison Pooley   Stacy Farrell 

Usher  Paul & Linda Holtapp    Wendy Christensen, Gloria Sass 

Lector  Janie Frost     Michelle Pierson 

Cantor  Kerry Greunke  

Acolytes Jack Pooley, Damon Miller   Ben Giebelhausen 

Nursery       Anna Bingham 

      

2/19/12 8:30AM     11:00AM    

Greet  Grace Baty     Angie Menard  

Usher  Bob & Andy Frahm    Scott & Michelle Pierson Family 

Lector  Wade Junker     Kelly Witt 

Cantor  Kerry Greunke 

Acolytes Cassidy Sandstedt, Dylan Renter  Jacob Menard 

Nursery                                                                                   Deb Hilger 

 

 

2/22/12 Ash Wednesday 10:00AM   7:00PM 
Greet  Grace Baty     Stacey Noble 

Usher  Joann Warrick     Harry & Mary Carol Junker 

Lector  Jane Frost     Mark Sukraw     

Acolytes       Cassidy Noble 

 

2/26/12 8:30AM     11:00AM 
Greet  Kris, Zach Melvin    Deb Depperman   

Usher  Nelson & Sharon Newman   Scott & Michelle Pierson Family  

Lector  Fred Barnhard     Chris Tomjack  

Cantor  Fred Barnhard 

Acolytes Darian Sorensen, Haley Melvin  Kassidy Goertz 

Nursery                  Kris Carl  

 

2/29/12 7:00PM Wednesday Lenten Service   
Ushers  Harry & Mary Carol Junker 

Acolytes Trevor Logeman       

 



 

THRU  THE  W INDOWS                            P AGE  18  

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 

The Social Ministry’s Card Ministry 
Team believes that relationships are key 

to the outreach ministries and wants you 

to know that we are here for you. On 

your  birthday,  & special occasions, you 

should receive a personalized note from 

us!  Would you consider being a Card 

Ministry Sponsor? Sponsors are asked to 

give a donation to fund the expenses of 

the card supplies & postage for the 

month of their birthday or  anniversary. 

We will then recognize the sponsor on 

the back of each card that is sent out.   

 

Thank you February Sponsors: 

 Robert “Bob” and Janie Frahm 

       in honor of their 45th Wedding 

       Anniversary on February 11 

 

 

    

   1   Anna Bingham 

    2  James Tompkins 

 Sarah Tompkins 

 Meghan Krejci 

    3  Janice Braden 

 Julie Omer 

 Shelby Arp 

    4   Karla Backhuus 

    5   Robert Frahm 

 Lauren Circo 

 Natalie McClelland 

 Joslyn Frost 

 Kendall Keysor 

 Jennifer Nelson 

 Cymmie Richarz 

6  David North, Jr. 

 Rick Esper 

    7  Tara Meador 

 Malique Schmoldt 

 Adelyn Sass 

    8  Adrienne Dutchuk 

    9  Roxanne Lenhart 

Sonya Tompkins 

  10  Patrick Baker    

        Kylee Earll 

  11  Ryan Backhuus 

Michael Murphy 

  12  Michaela Bohn 

Nadine Frost  (88) 

Ken Jensen 

Kelsey Arp 

Dana Tompkins 

David Greunke 

 13  Hannah Misfeldt 

18 Kacey Eggink 

        Nancy Mohr 

19   Allison Junker 

David Bressman 

Stacy Laue 

Dawn Kruse 

Sonny Schmidt 

Lisa Logemann 

 20  Sheri Crawford 

Rob Loptin 

 21  Linda Book 

Chris Circo 

Chase Mattson 

22   Jodi Grothendick 

Jadyn Tomjack 

Mason Kuhl 

23   Bethany Schmidt 

        Braylon Schmoldt 

        Hudson Roth 

24   Madison Dreessen 

Sue Goedeker 

Erynn Westfall 

Tricia Schneider 

Seth Krivohlavek 

25   Jackie Weidner 

Matthew Turner 

                 Happy Anniversary! 

10   Michael & Lana Murphy 

11   Robert & Janie Frahm, 45 years 

Marvin & Brenda Blacketer 

14   Mike & Carol Iltzsch, 20 years 

22   Paul & Linda Holtapp 

25   Dean & Deborah Slechta 

26   Bill & Dorothy Mohr, 63 years          

27   Tyler & Angie Schmidt 



 

                          P AGE  19  THRU  THE  W INDOWS                            P AGE  19                            P AGE  19  THRU  THE  W INDOWS  

 

FEBRUARY, 2012 

  SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  

 

 1 5:30/8:15 FIT 

9:00 LIFT   

9:00 Over 60 

5:45 YPB 

6:30 Conf./BYG 

6:30 Jr. Choir 

7:00 Chancel Choir      

8:00 Exultation 

2 

9:00-4:00 

Lighthouse Coffee 

Shoppe 

 
 

7:00 Financial Peace 

7:30 AA-YLH 

3 5:30/8:15 FIT 

9:00 LIFT   

4:00 Girl 

Scouts-FH 

6:30 Girl 

Scouts-FH & LL 

4 

 

5 

8:30  Worship  

9:30 Kinqdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee Fellowship   

11:00 Contemporary  

6:00 BYG Small Group-LH 

 

6  

5:30/8:15 FIT 

9:00 LIFT 

6:00 Scouts-LL 

6:30 Tiger Cubs- 

        FH 

 

    

 

7  

5:30 FIT 

9-4 Lighthouse 

Coffee Shoppe  

6:00 Scouts-LL 

6:30 Divorce   

        Care-YLH 

  

 
 

8  

5:30/8:15 FIT 

9:00 LIFT   

9:00 Over 60 

5:45 YPB 

6:30 Conf./BYG 

6:30 Jr. Choir 

7:00 Chancel Choir      

8:00 Exultation 

9  

9-4 Lighthouse  

Coffee Shoppe  

9:30 Premiere Club 

7:00 Financial Peace 
7:30 AA-YLH 

 

10 
5:30/8:15 FIT 
9:00 LIFT 

 

 
 

7th Grade Urban 

Plunge Outing 

11 

 

 

 
 

7th Grade 

Urban Plunge 
Outing 

12 

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Kinqdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee Fellowship  

11:00 Contemporary 

 

7th Grade Return from 

Urban Plunge 

 

 

13 

5:30/8:15 FIT 
9:00 LIFT   

9:00 Quilting  

       (all day) 

 

5:00 Girl Scouts- 

        LL 

7:00 Traditional   

    Worship Mtg 

14 Valentines Day 

5:30 FIT 

9-4 Lighthouse  

Coffee Shoppe   

9:00 Quilting 

        (1/2 day) 

1:30 Faith Circle 
        

6:30 Divorce   

        Care-YLH 

7:00 Council 

15  

5:30/8:15 FIT 
9:00 LIFT   

9:00 Over 60 

5:45 YPB 

6:30 6th Conf./BYG 

6:30 Jr. Choir 

7:00 Chancel Choir      

8:00 Exultation 

 

16 

9-4 Lighthouse  

Coffee Shoppe  

5:00 Pre-school 

 

7:00 Financial Peace 

7:00 Building Comm. 
7:30 AA-YLH 

 

 

17 

5:30/8:15 FIT 
9:00 LIFT   

 

 

 

 

 

18 

 
7:30 Men’s 

Ministry-LH 

19 

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Kingdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee Fellowship   

9:45 1st New Member Class 

11:00 Contemporary 

6:00 BYG Small Group-LH 

 
 

20 

12noon Keenagers 

 

 

7:00 Rejoice Circe 

        -LH 

 

 

 

21  
9-4 Lighthouse  
Coffee Shoppe  

5:30-7:30 Fat 

Tues Pancake  

Feed-FH 

6:30 Divorce   

        Care-YLH 

7:00 KQ Mtg 

 

22     Ash  

    Wednesday 
9:00 Over 60 

10:00/7:00 Worship 

5:45 YPB 

6:00 Jr. Choir 

6:30 BYG/Drama-LL 

7:45 Chancel Choir   

8:15 Exultation 

23 

9-4 Lighthouse  

Coffee Shoppe  

 

 

7:00 Financial Peace 
7:30 AA-YLH 

 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26  

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Kingdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 2- New Member Class 

9:45 Chancel Choir 

11:00 Contemporary/New 

           Member Installation 

27 

 

7:00 Contemp 

Worship Meeting 

28 

9-4 Lighthouse  

Coffee Shoppe  

 

6:30 Divorce   

        Care-YLH 

 

 

7:00 Busy        

Women Bible 

Study 

29 

5:30/8:15 FIT 
9:00 LIFT   

9:00 Over 60 

5:30 YPG 

6:00 Jr. Choir 

6:00 Soup Supper 

6:30 BYG/Drama-LL 

7:00 Worship 

7:45 Chancel Choir   

8:15 Exultation 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
322 North Molley Street 

Bennington, NE 68007 

Reverend Andreas Stein 

402-238-2483 (Church) 

402-238-3398 (fax) 

www.stjohnsbennington.org 

STJOHNSOFFC@msn.com 

 

 

         Ash Wednesday Services 

                    February 22, 2012 

          10:00 AM & 7:00PM 

 

            Lenten Soup Suppers 

      Wednesdays 

              February 29 thru March 28 

         6:00 PM Soup Supper 

                  7:00 PM Lenten Service 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsbennington.org/

