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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Palm Sunday, April 1  

8:00/9:30am Traditional Worship Service with Holy C ommunion 
11:00am Contemporary Worship Service with Holy Comm union 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 5  
10:00am Worship with Holy Communion 
7:00pm Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Good Friday, April 6  
7:00pm Service of Tenebrae 

 

Easter Sunday, April 8  
8:00/9:30am Traditional Worship Service with Holy C ommunion 
11:00am Contemporary Worship Service with Holy Comm union 

9:00am-10:30am Hot Breakfast 

                 APRIL 2007 
ACOLYTES 
April 1 –Palm Sunday 
8am       Colton Meador, Cody Bridgeford 
9:30am  Colton Loftus, Brian Jensen 
11am      Kaitlin Carl 
 
April 5-Maundy Thursday 
7:00pm  TBD 
 
April 6-Good Friday 
7:00pm Taylor Goertz 
 
April 8 -Easter 
8am        TBD 
9:30am   TBD 
11am      TBD 
 
April 11 
7:30pm  David Bressman 
              Ryan Christianson 
 
April 15 
8am  Rebecca Kander 
         Catherine Iltzsch 
9:30am Ryan McFarland 
              Micah Peterson                   
11am  Logan Wright   
 
April 22 
8am  Melayna Miller 
          Conor Dunn       
9:30am Shelby Sass 
              Kacey Eggink 
11am     Kyle Fuchser 
 
April 29 
8am        Jacob Schneider 
                Rebecca Kander           
9:30am  Melinda Schmidt 
               Marissa Tomjack 



11:00am  Liz Kuker 
        
 
GREETERS 
April 1 
8am  Pat Taylor 
9:30 Alvin & Lorene Andersen 
11am  TBD 
 
April 5-Maundy Thursday 
10:00am  Grace Baty 
7:00pm  Gloria Jacobsen 
 
April 6-Good Friday 
7:00pm  Don and Pat Mahoney 
 
April 8 
8am  Linda Holtapp 
9:30am Alvin & Lorene Andersen 
11am  Annette, Shelby, Bailey Backhuus 
 
April 15 
8am  Linda Holtapp 
9:30am Alvin & Lorene Andersen 
11am Annette, Shelby, Bailey Backhuus 
 
April 22 
8am  Linda Holtapp, Virginia Willats 
9:30am Alvin & Lorene Andersen 
11am  Annette, Shelby, Bailey Backhuus,  
 
April 29 
8am  Linda Holtapp 
9:30am Alvin & Lorene Andersen 
11am  Annette, Shelby, Bailey Backhuus 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE 
Early   Joann Warrick,  Leanna Flynn             
Late    Deb Muhleka, Freddie Schroeder            
 
COMMUNION HELPERS 

8:00am Janiece Coe          
9:30am   Jim Bonge  
 
APRIL USHERS 
April 1 
8am  Donna VanBuren 
9:30am Backhuus family 
11am  Jim Peterson 
 
April 5-Maundy Thursday 
10:00am TBD 
7:00pm  Harry and Mary Carol Junker 
 
April 6-Good Friday 
7:00pm TBD 
 
April 8 -Easter 
8am Paul Holtapp, Donna VanBuren 
9:30  Curt Frost, Backhuus family 
11am Jim Peterson 
 
April 15 
8am  Paul Holtapp, Donna VanBuren 
 9:30 Curt Frost, Backhuus family 
11am Jim Peterson 
 
April 22 
8am  Paul Holtapp, Donna VanBuren 
9:30 Backhuus family 
11am Jim Peterson 
 
April 29 
8am Paul Holtapp, Donna VanBuren 
9:30 Backhuus family 
11am Jim Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Dorothy Eipperle 
Kelsey Carl 

2 Cody Baty 
3 Brad Almquist 

Reece Tomjack 
Michael DiMauro 

4 Erica Morrison 
Maxine McMurphy 
Sarah Christensen 
Floyd Thorell 

5 Nicole Moeller 
Gloria Sass 
Vic Sass 
Jacob Menard 
Sarrah Newill 

6 Micah Peterson 
Judy Dorau 

 Linda Christianson 
Shawn Schmidt 
Emma Staats 
Greg Stichler 

9    Scott Pierson 
Ryan Wesemann 
Lucas Roth 

10   John Mueller 
  Madison Pratt 

Rosie Peters 
 11  Kerry Reker   
 12   David Reynolds 

Mark Crom 
13 Annette Madison 

Steve Smith 
Michaela Noble 

14 Nicole Ellermeier 
15 Karen Anderson 

Tara Lich 
16 Annette Backhuus 

Evangeline Meyer 
17 Keland Nelsen 
18 Jim Pinegar 

Jerry Roe 
Nancy Schmidt 
Ruth Schmidt 

19 Trevor Bohn 
20   Morgan Pierson 
        Karalee Reinke 
       Samantha Japp 
 21   Joseph Trader 
    Nicholas Bolte 

 Jordan Mohr 
 Van Mohr 

 23   Cissy Gochanour 
 Laura Gochenour 
 Jordan Loptin 

        Drew Showers 
Heather Showers 

24    Brooke Lurvey 
    MacKenzie Johnson 
    Jordan Johanek 
     Kerry Clark 

25    Rick Cornelius 
        Ebba Johnson 
        Brent Sass 
        Mark Sukraw 
27 Don Bergman 
 28   Jodee McDonald 
        Melissa Sass 
29   Marie Williams 
 30   Kara Sorenson 
        Kari Micheel 



   
 
 
 
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 

�  Rosie Peters, 85 
�  Evangeline Meyer, 88 
�  Floyd Thorell,  81 

 
 
 
 
 

                           
CELEBRATING 

THEIR ANNIVERSARY 
 

2  Mike & Debbie Almquist 
4      Neal & Janet Finken 
5     Terry & Debra Muhleka 
6     Jeremy & Jenny Hansen 
8      Steve & Delores Purdy 
        Troy and Debra Sass 
9      Gene & Joyce Baldwin 
11   Marvin & Norma Heise 

  Pastor Jim & Cathy Price 
12   Ryan & Lori Moeller 
13   Bill & Jennifer Welchert 
14   Rollie & Gloria Wiedrick 
16     Chris & Andrea Flesner 
17     Mick & Deb Fuchser 
18   Andy & Debbra Freeman 
         Michael & Carol Dimauro 
20     Kenneth & Miriam Sukraw 
21     Dave & Dee Clark 
23     Jim & Kelly Witt 

  24     Tom & Julie Omer 
         Craig & Kelly Stockhaus 

   27    Gerald & Doris Gottsch 
 28     Steve & Beth Nelson 
 30     Dan & Michelle Christensen 
          Dick & Kathy Sigler 
 

 
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY             
WISHES TO: 

�  Jeremy & Jenny Hansen, 5 
�  Bill & Jennifer Welchert, 5 
�  Neal & Janet Finken, 10 
�  Mic & Deb Fuchser, 25 
�  Tom & Julie Omer, 25 
�  Mike & Deb Almquist, 30 
�  Jerry & Doris Gottsch, 50 
�  Rollie & Gloria Wiedrick, 55  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charity Rose Curtis was received into God’s Holy Kingdom through the washing of 
Holy Baptism on March 11. Her sponsors are Mike and Alana Curtis.  Charity is the 
daughter of Jeff Curtis and Beth McDaniel. She was born on July 31, 2006. 
 
Jontavous Curtis was received into God’s Holy Kingdom through the washing of 

Holy Baptism on March 11. His sponsors are Mike and Alana Curtis.  
Jontavous is the son of Jeff Curtis and Beth McDaniel. He was born 
on July 13, 1999. 
                  
 
 

Congratulations to Keenan and Danielle (Purdy) O’Rourke who were united in 
marriage at St. John’s Lutheran Church on March 10, 2007. 
 

 
 



Greetings members and friends of St. John’s: 
The Lenten journey we began on February 21st, Ash Wednesday, is drawing to a 
close.  Throughout the Season of Lent we have been following Jesus through the 
scriptures as He makes His way to Jerusalem and to the Cross.  Many have also 
been meeting in small groups during Lent to work through the book, The Purpose 
Driven Life, by Pastor Rick Warren as part of the 40 Days of Purpose program that’s 
being offered this year.  All these things are working together to prepare us for the 
coming of Easter and for New Life.  That’s what Lent is about.  Lent is a time for us 
to look at our lives and to let go of the unrighteous, ungodly things we do, and to 
grow again by God’s Grace into the people God desires us to be through the power 
of God’s Holy Spirit, which lives in all believers.    
 
As we approach Palm Sunday, April 1, I pray that you have been able to spend time 
with Jesus in prayer, through listening to the scripture read at church and by  
reading your Bibles in your own homes as you have take time to be with your Lord 
this Lenten Season.  I pray that only because I want so much for you to draw closer 
to Jesus every day of your lives.   
 
On Palm Sunday we will all remember how Jesus triumphantly rode into Jerusalem 
with everyone singing Hosannas to the King.   We, too, will celebrate that with palm 
branches, waving them and joining in the singing.  Palm Sunday is the beginning of 
Holy Week and Jesus’ last week before He was crucified on the Cross.  I pray that 
you will set time aside also during Holy Week to be with Jesus in prayer for all that 
He has done for you and for your salvation. 
 
Then I pray that you would come on Maundy Thursday, April 5, at either the 10:00 
a.m. or  7:00 p.m. service as we celebrate Jesus’ giving us first a “New 
Commandment” to love one another, and second, a commandment to celebrate 
“Holy Communion” in remembrance of Him.     
 
At the 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service on April 5 the 5th graders that have 
completed First Communion instruction will be invited forward, with their families,    
to receive Holy Communion together for the very first time.  It will be a holy moment 
for all.  At the end of the Maundy Thursday service, the altar will be stripped in 
memory of Jesus’ arrest and suffering that he endured for us.    
 
On Good Friday we will gather for a  7:00 p.m. Worship Service to worship Christ by 
singing hymns, reading from the Holy Scriptures, and then time for meditation as we 
remember Jesus’ death on the Cross and burial in the tomb.  All of this is to help us 
in our preparation for our “rising to newness of life” with Christ on Easter Morning 
and thereafter.   
 

Our April 8  Easter Sunday Services will be held at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00, our normal 
service times.  Easter Breakfast will be served from 9:00 to 10:30.  Come and 
celebrate the central event of the Christian faith, the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ when God raised Him from the dead, proving to the world that 
Jesus is Lord.  Our slavery to sin and death is over.  We have been redeemed.   
Through our faith we have the gift of eternal life.  So come and let us shout together, 
“He is risen…He Is Risen Indeed!” God Bless You All!   
May you have a Blessed Easter! 
    Sincerely,  

   Pastor James Price 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Thanks to: Fred Barnhard, Van Mohr, Greg Stichler and  
Mark Backhuus for installing the new trac lighting in the chancel area.   
Great job! 
��
Congratulations to Rob Loptin and Dale Eurek.  They were both recently 
selected to officiate at the Nebraska Girls State Basketball tournament by the 
Nebraska Schools Activities Association.  Rob and Dale were also selected 
to officiate a Championship Game for the tournament which is also decided by the 
NSAA.  There were 5 officials (out of 36 total officials) with local ties to Bennington 
that officiated at the State Tournament.  These men are Brad Dahl, Leo Venteicher, 
Brad Fedde along with Rob and Dale.  Great Job!  
  
The corporate churches of the Good Shepherd Auxiliary will be holding the 
annual Spring Meeting on Tuesday, April 3rd at 2pm in the Good Shepherd Chapel.  
All women of the corporate churches are members of the Good Shepherd Auxiliary 
and are welcome to attend the Spring Meeting.                            
                                                                                                    Lorene Andersen 
 
 
 
 
 



Did you Know …. 
Just a brief note to bring everyone up- to-date.  January 2007 was a GREAT month 
for our stewardship program here at St. John's.  We took in about $800.00 over our 
planned expenditures thus reducing the beginning of the year debt.  Unfortunately, 
bad weather in February and early March drastically reduced our attendance and 
along with that was a drastic decline in giving.   
  
We want to THANK all those who maintained their estimates of giving or planned 
giving during this time.  We also want to ask those that fell behind to PLEASE try to 
catch up. To help in this effort we are making April 29th Ketchup Sunday and 
asking that everyone try to catch up their pledges on or before that date if at all 
possible. 
   
May we also remind everyone that Thrivent makes available to everyone a free 
program called "Simply Giving" (an automated giving program) that will make 
your contributions for you no matter what the weather is or if you happen to 
be out  of town or on vacation and can't be in church.  Just pick up a brochure 
in the narthex or contact the church office if you are interested in knowing 
more about the "Simply Giving" program.    
  
                                                                    From the Stewardship Committee 
 
 
 
WWW.STJOHNSBENNINGTON.ORG 
We’re on the worldwide web!!  You can now view our monthly newsletter “Thru the 
Windows” online.  You can also check the monthly calendar, see pictures of 
events…even get directions to the church in case you’re new to the area!   
 
Anyone who no longer desires to receive a mailed copy of the “Thru the 
Windows,” please e-mail the church office at STJOHNSOFFC@msn.com 
or contact the church office at 238-2483, and we can remove you from the 
mailing list. 
 

We want you on the website. Church committee and ministries we need your 
help.  Articles, descriptions of your committee (mission statement) and pictures are 
needed for the website. E-mail information to stjohnsb@stjohnsbennington.org.  
 We're also asking for anyone who would like pictures of their event or group 
meetings to contact us at the same e-mail address, and Allison Junker to arrange a 
time to come and take photos for the website. 
 

 
Fired Up 4 Faith            

You’re Invited to a Party! 
Join us for the culmination of 40 Days of Purpose  

EEnnjjooyy  tthhee  ssttoorr iieess  

    

CCeelleebbrraattee  GGoodd’’ ss  wwoorrkk  

RReejjooiiccee  iinn  cchhaannggeedd  ll iivveess  

April 22, 2007 
5:30 PM 
 
 

You can count on me to join in the fun! 

____Yes, I’ll be there for Celebration Sunday – save me some 
          dessert! 
_____Yes, I’ll be able to help set up on Sunday afternoon. 
_____Yes, I’ll be able to help clean up afterward. 
 
 
Name_______________________________________________. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sr.  High Events and Retreats... 
 
 

Sr.  High Events and Retreats... 
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DEADLINE IS APRIL 11!  Time is  
running out so get you forms in  
TODAY 

 
 

Youth 40 Days of Purpose has been an excellent 
campaign thus far and we are near the end.  We get to 
celebrate Easter along with completing our 40 Days of 
Purpose.  With Easter among our 40 day campaign, I 
want to remind you of the schedule for this April. 
 

April 4  No Meetings Or Service (Holy Week) 
April 5  Maundy Thursday Service  
April 6  Good Friday Service 
April 8  Easter  (He is Risen!) 
April 11  Week Six Message~ Normal Schedule 
April 18  Supper and Worship NEW DATE 
April 22  Celebration Sunday All Day 
April 28  Youth Celebration to Papio Fun Park 
 

!
�"���#�$���$���""���%���	
� ���&��'$(��
%�)���
���"$��$��*� �
����
��+���,���
�"���#�$���$*+���-
�"��
���$""
���� ����*���
�
�������#(��$.�*��$��$��(�$��)$��
�/�*�)$�,�� �

�)��0��������1�
0�$.��2���"��3� ������������*�3�4�&5$��

�����*�%
�����
�6����(�#(�������4�����
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APRIL PRAYER CIRCLE 
 

Apr 01 
The Rev. Nathan Houfek and Bethel/Omaha 
Parish Ministry Associate LeRoy Hoyer and Zion/Benedict 
Parish Ministry Associate William Huelle/Mitchell 
Mr. David Hufford, Nebraska Synod Council/Omaha 
And for those in their ministry who are living in retirement 

 
Apr 08 
Mrs. Vera Hummel, Nebraska Synod Council/Wayne 
The Rev. Carl Hunzeker, Jr./Scottsbluff 
The Rev. Donald Hunzeker and Bethany/Minden 
The Rev. Dwayne Hunzeker and First English/Kimball 
And for those in their ministry who are financial advisors 

 
Apr 15 
The Rev. Delvin Hutton, retired in Blair 
Parish Ministry Associate Jim Ihrig/Lincoln 
The Rev. Vernon Jacobs, retired in Omaha 
The Rev. Kenneth Jacobson/Beatrice 
And for those in their ministry who are therapists 

 
Apr 22 
Associate in Ministry Lois Jacobson/Walker, MN 
The Rev. William Jacobson/Minneapolis, MN 
Dr. David Jacox, President, Mosaic/Omaha 
Parish Ministry Associate Lynette Janssen and St. John’s/Otoe 
And for those in their ministry who are restaurant employees 

 
Apr 29 
Mrs. Linda Janssen Gjere, NE Synod Communications 
Director/Omaha 
The Rev. Peter Jark-Swain and St. John’s/Columbus 
The Rev. Marsha Jark-Swain and St. Paul’s/Creston 
The Rev. Joseph Javorsky and St. Mark’s/St. Paul 
And for those in their ministry who are computer consultants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lenten Season is coming to a close and I hold our anticipation for 
Holy Week.  This is my favorite time of the year with waving palms and 
shouting “Hosannas!”on Palm Sunday….then sitting at the table with my 
brothers and sisters on Maundy Thursday, to the long silent walk and 
agony of Good Friday.  Know Jesus carried that weight for me. 
  
It is an emotional rollercoaster for me during this week as the anticipation 
is now at a climax.  I know that Sunday morning I will hear the story of the 
stone being rolled away and Jesus’ resurrection.  I want to leap for joy: I 
want to read the passage on Saturday just to hear this story.   
 
The excitement of the Good News, of Jesus’ death and resurrection, should 
not just be a Holy week thing.  I know the joys that can come from living 
out the life that God has called us to.  Place yourself in a position from now 
on that you “too” may share and experience the joys God has called into 
your life. 
 
 
 
 Rock On!  Jeremy  

6th Grade Classes 
Resume April 18th 

 
No 7th & 8th Grade Classes 

                      Memory work times,  
Wednesdays @ 6:15pm or by appointment  
 
 



Prayers 2 Christ-Weekly Prayer Schedule 
 
This month  we will concentrate on continuing prayers for our 4 0 
Days of Purpose Campaign 
 
April  1: Pray that our Ministry Fair will expand our church’s impact through ministry 
opportunities, giving more people an opportunity  to make a difference by using their 
skills and gifts.  
 
April  8: Pray for God to give insight to people as to how they can help others 
progress in their faith. 
 
April  15: Pray that we would be excited about the difference prayer can make, and 
that prayer would permeate our lives. 
 
April 22: Pray for our Celebration Sunday, that it will be a true celebration of all that 
You have accomplished in us and through us during the 40 Days of Purpose 
campaign. 
 
April 29: Pray that we would authentically hunger for spiritual transformation in our 
church and for lasting Kingdom fruit in our community. 
 
Whatever happens, conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 
Phil 1:27 
 

Jesus our savior and friend, 
You call us to rest our souls in your grace and to learn your gentle ways. Grant us 
time to be companions to one another on the journey of life. Teach us to value 
moments of stillness when the tasks of our days do not drive us and we may listen 
to those around us.  Let us see your presence in our midst and recognize the light of 
your Spirit in one another.  Inspire and empower us to honor that light. 
 
 
From Forgive and Forget:  “Healing the Hurts We Don’t Deserve” 
                                                                                                   Lois B. Smedes 
“When we forgive, we come as close as any human being can to the essentially 
divine act of creation.  For we create a new beginning out of past pain that never 
had a right to exist in the first place.  We create healing for the future by changing 
the past that had no possibility in it for anything but sickness and death”. 
 

 
 

                           
 
 
News and Information for all Women of St. John’s 
       April, 2007 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coming Events 
 

Fair Trade Sales 
April 1 

9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. in Narthex 
Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Hot Chocolate, and  

Chocolate Bars.  
 

Saved to Serve Opportunities 
May 31-June 3 –Fremont, NE 

Create a Bible Village at NE Synod Festival. 
 

August 3-5 – Sullivan Hills Camp in Lodgepole 
Spruce up the camp for the retreat season. 

 
A Festival of Tables 

September 8th 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quilters in Action 

 
The Quilting Frame:  Even the best intentions can be ruined by a faulty  
process.  The Old Testament Book of Judges, chapters 13-16, tells of Samson, who 
was given supernatural strength by God.  Unfortunately, Samson often used his gift 
from God simply to satisfy his own desires. His self-serving actions resulted in 
betrayal by Delilah and blindness inflicted by his enemies.  This caused him untold 
suffering and humiliation.  Finally, though, Samson made a choice that followed 
God’s way instead of his own.  In turning back to the Lord, he defeated his 
opponents. 
 
On Monday, March 12th, the following nine ladies met: Betty Deardoff, Delores 
Thorell, Lorene Andersen, Doris Gottsch, Norma Collins, Suzanne Kirby, Addie 
Backhuus, Gloria Jacobsen, and Carol Iltzsch.  We tied and completed nine baby 
and 3 full size quilts.  Delores and Lorene worked on our “Blue Swirls” quilt top.   
 
A “Prayer Quilt” ministry is becoming part of our “quilting” program.  We have 
received 17 names of children to provide quilts for.  The ages of these children 
range from 2 weeks to 6 years.  We also have directions for “Prayer Shawls” that 
can be either knitted or crotched.  If any are interested in making and contributing 
some for those in need please contact Betty Deardoff for directions. 
 
We would like to invite others to come and join us for quilting.  We meet the second 
Monday of the month (all day) and Tuesday (half day). 
 
“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: with the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promises, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:8-9) 
 
The Binding Stitch:  When we look for shortcuts, Lord; help us to remember that 
you would wait a thousand years for us to do the right thing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Pantry 
Don’t forget to support the Western Douglas 
County Pantry with food items.  You can 
place them in the shopping carts located in the 
entry to the lower level and to the fellowship 
hall.  Also, Campbell’s Soup labels may be 
left in the box below the mailboxes. 
 

 
Bible Study Leaders for April 

 
Faith Bible Study – April 10, at 1:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
Lesson Leader –  Doris Ostronic 
Refreshments – Gloria Jacobsen 

 
Rejoice Bible Study – April 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 
Lesson/Refreshments – Emily Laaker 

 
Executive Board Meeting 

Monday, April 3, at 6:00 p.m. 
Conference Room  

 
General Meeting  
April 23, 7:00 p.m 
Fellowship Hall 

Marilyn Bonow will share her experiences while 
helping the people in New Orleans. 

Every one is invited and encouraged to attend.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mayor Skip Wolff III  
Proclaims April 15-21  

Bennington Volunteer Week 
 

A Volunteer’s Prayer  
I thank Thee, Lord as a volunteer  

 

            For the chance to serve another year.  
 

            And to give of myself in some small way,  
 

            To those not blessed as I each day.  
 

            My thanks for health and mind and soul,  
 

            To aid me ever toward my goal.  
 

            For eyes to see the good in all,  
 

            A hand to extend before a fall.  
 

            For legs to go where the need is great,  
 

            Learning to love—forgetting to hate.  
 

            For ears to hear and heart to care,  
 

            When someone's cross is hard to bear.  
 

            A smile to show my affection true,  
 

            With energy aplenty—the task to do.  
 

            And all I ask, dear Lord, if I may,  
 

            Is to serve you better day by day." 
 
 

 
Nearly 5,000 people subscribe to Café’s 
monthly e-newsletter and countless 
more read the e-zine by visiting the site.  
To learn more about Café’ pod cast or to 
subscribe to the free newsletter, visit 
www.boldcafe.org 
 
“Readers of Café are young women who 
want to build community, participate in 
advocacy, strengthen faith, and strive 
toward enlightenment.  Past issues have 
included articles on credit card debt, 
body image, spiritual gifts, hunger, 
gossip, women’s equality, and more.”  
(Lutheran Woman Today, March 2007) 
 

If you don’t have a subscription to Lutheran 
Woman Today magazine, I strongly 
encourage you to check it out.  This 
magazine is full of spiritually uplifting articles 
that speak to women of all ages.  It also 
contains the Bible study used by  Faith Bible 
study and Rejoice Bible study.  
 
You can find order forms on the Women in 
Action bulletin board.  



 
Volunteers to be honored  

                                                                                                                             
America has a long and proud tradition of volunteer service. Now more than ever, 
volunteers are renewing their commitment to helping others and making new 
connections that bring us closer together as families, as neighbors, as communities, 
and as a Nation. The President's Council on Service and Civic Participation created 
the President's Volunteer Service Award program as a way to thank and honor 
Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspire others to 
engage in volunteer service. Recognizing and honoring volunteers sets a standard 
for service to others. It encourages a sustained commitment to civic participation 
and inspires others to make volunteering a central part of their lives. The President's 
Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals, families, and groups that have 
achieved a certain standard – measured by the number of hours served over a 12-
month period or cumulative hours earned over the course of a lifetime.  St John’s 
Wellness Committee will be recognizing many people from the community and our 
church at a desert reception on April 20 at 7PM. 
  
Award recipients receive: 
 An official President’s Volunteer Service Award pin.  A personalized certificate of 
achievement.  A note of congratulations from the President of the United States.  
A letter from the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation.  
 
Come help celebrate and congratulate these volunteers: 
Heather Goertz, Doris Ostronic, Emily Laaker, Gloria Jacobsen,  
Jodi Pooley, Janie Frahm, Bill Dunn, Mark Reimers, Wendy Andersen, 
Denise Klaus, Mark Wichelt, Di Loptin, Angie Menard,  
Wendy Christianson, Vicki Japp, Joann Warrick, 
The Mark Carl Family, The Mike Tomjack Family  
Kingdom Quest Supply Team: Donna VanBuren, Sandra Kander,  
Deb Sass, Cindy Giebelhausen 
 

Bring your family & friends and help us honor our 
volunteers!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

                 April 20 at 7 PM Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 

 
National Health Observances April 

 Alcohol Awareness Month 1-30 
 Autism Awareness Month, National 1-30 
 Cancer Control Month 1-30 
 Candlelight Vigil for Eating Disorders Awareness 
Month 1-30 

 Cesarean Awareness Month 1-30 
 Child Abuse Prevention Month 1-30 
 Counseling Awareness Month 1-30 
 Donate Life Month, National 1-30 
 Humor Month 1-30 
 Occupational Therapy Month, National 1-30 
 Sexual Assault Awareness Month 1-30 
 STD Awareness Month, National 1-30 
 Volunteer Week, National (3rd full week) 15-21 
Women's Eye Health and Safety Month 1-30 
 Youth Sports Safety Month, National 1-30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 
and blameless until the day of Christ.”  
Philippians 1:9-11 (niv) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
C-O-S-T 
Searching for a new ministry opportunity in our congregation?  
There will be a cost, you know, but there will also be great rewards. 
Stephen Ministry is our congregation’s one-to-one caring ministry. 
Right now we’re looking for members who are willing to pay the 

C ommitment  
O f 
S elf and  
T ime 

and become Stephen Ministers, remembering that the blessings will 
outweigh the costs. To find out more about this ministry, please 
contact Julie Dunn @ 238-2659 today. 
 

 

 

 

 

May the music of hope awaken your imagination and cause you to 
dream dreams. 
 
May the rich beauty of divine love surround you and make you 
radiant with compassion and joy. 
 
And may your life always be a vessel   carrying the sweet perfume of 
holy mystery that creates healing and brings life.   
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COOKS 4 CHRIST 
              April       12 Benn View Noon  
  16 Keenagers 
  18 WOW 5:30pm  
   20 Volunteer Recognition Reception 7PM 
                22 CELEBRATION SUNDAY 5:30pm 40 Days 
                             24 Benn View Noon 
 
                 May       4  Fashion Show and Tea 7PM Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

 German Harvest Festival 2007- October 6 
 
 
 

 
VOLUNTEER DESSERT RECEPTION 

7PM 
April 20 Fellowship Hall 



 
Missed the opportunity to participate in our first 
40 Days of Purpose campaign? 
Mark your calendar for September 9, 2007 
                KICK-OFF for 40 Days # 2 
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WHEELS 4 CHRIST 
Special THANKS to those who called about a potential vehicle and to Roger 
Hadan from Auto Trans Matic for providing a free evaluation of its 
mechanical performance.  Unfortunately, it was in need of too much repair 
and would not have been a good use of our limited funds.  PLEASE keep 
looking, I know we can find the right vehicle.   THANKS to all that continue 
to remember our ministry with designated gifts.  Our funds are growing as 
our daily needs increase 
. 
Wheels 4 Christ remains “Faithful to the ministry of Jesus Christ in 
providing quality transportation to all members of our congregation and 
people in the Bennington area.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Harvest  Festival Planning Meeting  
               Monday April 23 7PM 

All 2006 Chairs, Please plan to attend. 
This is a planning session for October 6, 2007. 

Everyone is invited. 
 

 
 

 



Benn Town Gals are a very busy bunch.  In the last month, we have 
been to the Durham Heritage Museum, a play called  “Crowns” and will be going to 
the “Menopause“ musical on April 1.  There is was also an activity March 24 in 
Omaha and opportunities throughout the summer to participate with other chapters 
in the metro area. 
Sometimes our group is small and sometimes large. No matter the size or 
destination we join together with the purpose of having fun. Women of any age are 
welcome from our whole community.  If you would like details about future events or 
how to join us contact,  Emily @ 238-2583 or Joyce @ 238- 2802 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: Wellness Committee General Meeting 
Wednesday, April 25, 6:30pm 

This super important meeting will include  
Cooks 4 Christ, Prayers 2 Christ, Home Touch, 
Benn Town Gals, Financial Peace, Bender & 
Stretchers, Yoga, Bible Study, Wheels 4 Christ, 
All three visitation teams (hospital, nursing 
homes and home bound), Health Fair, Harvest 
Festival,   Stephen Ministry, Spoof Fashion 
Show,  Red Cross Blood Mobile  
Anyone who is interested in any of these ministries 
should plan to attend  
Refreshments Provided RSVP 238-2659 

&  
Benders & Stretchers 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  
9-9:30AM 

Benn View Community Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Free Yoga  

Call Emily for days and times 
238-2543 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES HIGHLIGHTS 

The Church Council met on March 13, 2007.   
Members present: Bill Dunn, Jenny Hansen, Caryn Stichler,  
Sandra Kander, Jim Petersen, Mark Misfeldt, Jim Pinegar, Ted Kirby,  
Jan Braden, Mark Backhuus, Pastor Jim, Jeremy Hansen    
Absent:  Mert Opfer, Heath Johnson 
 

Devotions given by Mark Misfeldt.  Next month devotions will be led by  
Jenny Hansen   
 

Unfinished Business: Updated structure of the 2007 Church Council 
Council/Staff Retreat-March 24 
New Business:  Discussed items for April Thru the Windows, Transition of the 
financial accounting to Deb Almquist and Mark Misfeldt. Bill Dunn reported on a 
used 17-passenger bus. 
Committee reports  
Youth Ministry:  Youth 40 Days of Purpose going well. 
Worship and Music:  Next meeting re-scheduled for March 20.  Next sanctuary task 
force meeting Monday, March 26. 
Christian Education:  No report.  
Evangelism:  Written report.  New member’s class began March 4. 
Social Ministry:  Pancake Fundraiser for Connie Smith was a great success even 
with the snowstorm.  The Mission and Ministry Fair is scheduled for March 28 and 
April 1. 
Finance:  January Current Fund Beginning Balance:    -$3,090.43  
Ending Balance:  -$6,287.73, Mission Share for February $2,424.49 
Total Special Funds: $48,182.57 
Endowment Committee:  Next meeting scheduled for March 20.   
Property Committee:  The defibrillator needs to be reprogrammed and needs new 
pads.  Received a lot of good comments from the ladies at the Ladies Spring 
Assembly on how beautiful the church looked. KUDOS to Tom Koziol. 
Mutual Ministry.  Meeting scheduled for March 15. 
Pastor’s report:  Written report. 

 
Complete Church Council Meeting Minutes are posted on the bulletin  
board.  
The next church council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 10 at 7pm. 

  

 
 

FLOWERS/BULLETINS 
Mar 11 
Congratulations on the new arrival of a son, Gabriel Jefferson Kadavy, born 
February 18, 2007.  He was born at 4:28 am, weighed 7 lbs, 15.5 oz and was 20.25 
inches long.  His proud parents are Jeff and Andrea Kadavy of Ft. Collins, 
Colorado.  A rosebud has been placed on the altar by his grandparents, Richard and 
Lois Musel. 

 

Mar 18 
Rosebud on the altar is given in honor of the birth of Robert Patrick Schmidt on 
March 8 by his grandparents, Bob and Donna Schmidt. He weighed 8 lbs, 8 oz. and 
was 21 ½ inches long.  He is the son of Patrick Schmidt and Michelle Oshae.  
Robert’s great grandparents are Don & Hattie Peetz. Congratulations! 
 

Flowers in the narthex were given in loving memory of Anna (Voss) Knutzen, who 
passed away on March 8, by Shirley and Don Cloyd and family. The funeral service 
was held on Tuesday, March 13 at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  Please keep the 
family in your payers.  Please keep her family in your prayers 
 

Flowers in the narthex were given in loving memory of Wanda (Wesemann) 
Grebe, who passed away on March 12, by her family.  The funeral service was held 
at St. John’s Lutheran church on Friday, March 16.  
Please keep her family in your prayers. 
 

 
MARCH 

   WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 8:00am       9:30am      11:00am 
Mar 4           42                85                67 
Mar 11         33                 95               76                         
Mar 18      67         114              50 
 

LENTEN SERVICE      10:00          7:30pm 
Feb 21         40                166      
Feb 28         ---            140 
Mar 7                                                 170 
Mar 14              119 
Mar 21              111 


