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if you would like Coffee Fellowship hour te,ceatmeed volunteers. Please
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Greetings Members and Friends of St John's,

Welcome to the Season of Advent, one of thefgstasds of
the Church year. The Sundays of Advent aseteforaton
Sundays as we get ready to celebrate our EbAtigdiit
and to help us get prepared for our Lord’s gaming a

To help us celebrate our Lord’s First Advaag guoup, along with others have
decorated our church with Christmas Trees adsl, gattalights and
decorations. Speaking of decorations, someeoflzens have been busy
working hard for many months creating “Chrisitlors&uWChristmas
decorations that symbolize Christ. They anapletedand are displayed on all
our Christmas Trees and wreaths for all td/éhjoglo we celebrate?

We celebrate this great event because Jesusa€bosh! He came as a visible
sign of God’s invisible grace. We celebrate bleceuSod among us!

It was an event that took place one Holy Nigirtdaamgp. The night Jesus
Christ was born in Bethlehem, and it was draefaeter changed our world.

To help us celebrate that great event, we Baasdmeof Advent, a time when
we gather to worship God and Christ Jesusd§eagidymnef the church
Hymns like, “People Look East,” “O Come, O CameEhamd “Joy to the
Word.”

We will celebrate that blessed event Bitimday School Christmas Program
on Sundalecembert@at the 11am Worship Service. We will celgrate th
blessed event with Bamily Christmas Caroling NighDecember 1%y

going out singing Christmas Carols in the Becomgtonity. We will celebrate
that blessed event with our cl@liristmas Cantatan Sundaipecember 238
beginning at 9:45am. We will celebrate thdtdWesseith special music and
Christmas carols at both aCbustmas Eve Candlelight Servioas

December Z4at 5pm and 11pm complete with Holy Communion.

As Christians, we also celebrate the birth bfy Jauays being ready for the day
Jesus Comes Again to take us all home to lme witileBVen. We will live in a
perfect world where God'’s peace and eternahilpypeze Christ is King and
where we will all dwell with God as His peagle fore

So come gather with us as the Body of Chitistr¢heaBd celebrate this Advent
and Christmas Season and the birth of Jesuken@hrist, the Savior of the
World. And let us celebrate the gift of Heethat He has given us.
Thanks Be to Gdderry Christmas to all and a Blessed New Year!

Pastor Price and family

Did you KNOW.. God has called usare for Creationways that
protect the fruitfulness\aaidgility of the earth and the sustainabilitpiof hu
communities. During the July 2007 Synod Adsehélbraska Synod declared
itself a “Green Synod,” establishing a Creatibas€#&orce to investigate further
ways to reduce the use of paper and energy atedtipecstewardship of the care for
creation within the Synod.

Scientific consensus warns that humankind'suhistocreasing use of fossil fuels is
contributing to and accelerating global climgte tMa need to take whatever
actions we can now to reduce our use of fessitiftedluce emissions of carbon
dioxide to help mitigate and lessen the ultieritiecfehe effects of global warming
and provide a more hopeful future for genertillmve. t

Therefore, each congregation in the NebraskeaSyrmamburaged to undertake an
“energy audit” to identify actions that camte tallece and improve their use of
energy through increasingly efficient appiginoesfiktures and heating and
cooling systems, and engage more aggressoxallrig amd conservation of
renewable and non-renewable environmental reSbar8gaod Assembly
requested that we encourage our members hdohais3o sign up for the ELCA’s
eAdocacy program and advocate for energy jpblcieste and National levels that
will promote cleaner, renewable and moreegffigggnise for all sectors of society.

Here at St. John'’s, we are beginning to look atenda be part of this process of
“Going Green”. One of the things we wouthblikeddoegin to decrease the
number of Through the Windows we print eacl ooonit still be able to receive
TTWs in print if this is what you prefer. Thetahe/ou will have going forward is
to view TTWSs each month at St. John’s welsitesgbhnsbennington.tfrgou

are concerned that you will forget to viewribe#iclyou can receive a monthly
email reminder with a link to the website donyenience.

We would like to start off 2008 as a “greedersaithis new program will begin with
the February TTWs and every month thereaftan sitpuup for the email reminder
or the paper copy on Sundays during Decembraraamaebdayour regular worship
registration cards. If you would still pedeivi® the paper copy, please sign up no
later than Januaryh &6 there is plenty of time allowed for préhtdigjrdoution.

Any time after January, please notify Debliaunctheffice of your email address
or if you would prefer to receive the paper copy.

Remember, if you decide later that you woltll igredere a paper copy of the
TTWs, please notify Debbie and you can alwegd be tae list of paper copy
recipients.

The above information is from 2007 Nebraskasymbty A
Resolution 2007:4 — Care for Creation



Stewardship Committee Update

The Stewardship Committee wants to sajaNlK Y Olb everyone who
has completed an Estimate of Giving Card aaptettginancially support the
ministry of St. John’s Lutheran Church in 2008

We had two goals for our stewardship ctmspaign Our first goal was to
encourage our members to grow in their faiihdpp firedncial pledge to
support St. John’s for the coming year. Qidigsatwas to increase the
amount pledged for 2008. Our goals for 200§ kegEs for a total amount of
$270,000.

At this time we have received 119 estvatg chrds or pledge cards for a
total amount pledged of $255,406. It is sptexadnhow close we are to
reaching our goals for 2008.

If you have not yet completed your Est®nateydard for 2008, we ask you
to prayerfully consider stepping out in fagdhmplatittg one and turning it in
before the end of the year to help us achibueah@sdinancial goals for the
coming year.

Your Servants in Christ,
St. John’s 2008 Stewardship Committee

Poinsettiazan be ordered and memorials can be diyen
completing the form enclosed in your bull#timgagheachurch
office. Please submit your payment with the order.

Cost is $6.00. Deadline for ordeveglisDecember.12
Hungry for Christmas Cookies? o, OO

Support a “House for Jakson” by donating o'm|gurcha &g

some Christmas cookies/candies. The saleplalt¢aie &

Sunday Dec!at St. John’s Lutheran Church. g

If you would like to donate, you may drop gngfvarakies off at the church in
the fellowship hall between the hours of 8am andSapurday Dec. 8th or on
Sunday morning before 9am. The workers wilhéisplakies, so if you are
donating cookies you can bring them in bagyespptainers, etc. We will be
selling cookies by the dozen at church from®208pm or until the cookies
are gone.

Can you spare an hour a month?
Whenever first time visitors fill out regisiregisn we send them a letter and
take a loaf of bread to their homes to thawk thershiiping with us. Then,
within the next few weeks, it is our intentike smrappointment with them for a
little longer visit, in which we can get betd@ntedoand answer any questions
they might have about St. John’s. We try theragetof the caller to that of the
newcomers. We are in need of a few people dvbe witlirlg to call on young
couples and families. If this is somethinglgidaewalling to try, please call
Emily Laaker (238-2583) or the church offid@823842ank you.

Can you help? There is a single mother in the community that is i
need of a queen-size bed. She has been slethgirfipan Please
contact the church office at 238-2483 if yoofcasskstance.

Thank You!

People With Out Partners (PVBi)gle people joining together to share, care
and survive life’s crisis. Grief, divorce, foreloess. JoinRrglay,

December 7 at 10amthe Conference Room. A nurse from CHAMIPS will
leading a workshop on Coping. Everyone is Welcome!

St. John's Chancel Choir will be presenting owau@hristmas
Cantata on Sunday, December 23rd. at 9:#58u would like to N §
add your voice to this celebration of praisipig@edpin us in \{ -
rehearsing on Wednesday evenings from 8 - g3€sthams,

please contact Kerry Frey at freykerry@hotoran2i84.

=
Y

Calling all musicians$f you would like to share your musical gift at

our Christmas Eve services at St. John's, piatd&eory Frey at
freykerry@hotmail.aam720-1184. Please designate which service
you would prefer, and if you have a song ihanksl. T




Fundraiser: BOWtigue for Jaksons’ House Dec 16

Join the family fun and shopping on Decemli¢hd @hréstmas Boutique for
Jakson’s House! The fun starts at 1pm. Music,

kiddie-crafts, shopping and more!

We would like to be in contact with our local and

anyone serving, please call the church offies with
information.

I would like to expressbig thank you to each and every membehafsSt. Jo
congregation for their many thoughts, prayersalidood, visits, and cards
following my unexpected and traumatic surgespitadzation.

I am home now but have an extended recovesiqediofime. |

will appreciate your continued thoughts and prayeiick Fritz

I

Many thanks of appreciatitnSt. John’s Men’s Ministry for their Fale®ard C
up on November 10.

Thankyou  Thankyou  Thank you
To the CFC for their help hanging the new Chrismons
To Freddie Schroeder, Cathy Price, Mary Pat Sthraidacobsen, and
Georgia Ford for helping make theisswrGhr
The Chrismons are present to the "Glory of Gothiswedngregation in
honor of St. John's 110 years of Chrisi@nt8¢his Community.
The Chrismon Committee

congregational service men and women. If ydu know o

Article from Bishop deFreese
Get Out of the Boat Retreat

Get Out of The Boat is an Operation IDEA reite#tsfiocusing on discerning
their call.

Carol Joy Holling's Swanson Retreat Center
Friday, January 4 - Sunday, January 6, 2008

The Get Out of the Boat retreat is an opportintise fwho, like

Peter, are feeling it is time to get out oft thiedblo@ a leader in

Christ's church in a daring new way. Partiaiperfgect a little push,

lots of laughter, worship, Bible study andlpsapéosrmation on the
candidacy process, TEEM ministry and the RsaiiglAbSociate program.
This event is for adults who are ready to explosysito serve in the
church.

We promise laughter, song, Bible study, prayersiaipdOur safe,
caring environment will provide you an oppoetddigss those tough
questions that only you and God can answer j@othe epportunity to
talk with others about their boat, their jodrtreyraext step!

This retreat series is for adults, 21 and adeel\atcall to serve

in the church. Regardless of where you aresoeitheent journey, you
are welcome. The call comes at all agesroniifestfout of college,

to second-career adults, to near retiremeatig#tissropen to you!
Come, learn about your call and the optiorssiifog guPlus, you'll
enjoy fellowship at a fabulous facility witidmgdtaod!

For more information, or to registexy@aioperationidea.org

leBKiading, Lois Musel, Diane and Joann Warrick(Ust select "IDEA Programs,” then "Get OBoafjhe

Special thank& Al & Judy Barber for donating two childsetiMyook
Favorite Places” and “My Favorite Sounds’higsSt.ullberan Church.

What is special about the bookB?ey are illustrated by their son Brian

Barber who lives in Duluth, MN with his family.
Check them out in the narthex. Judy just mppeesktras if you
would like to purchase an autographed copyg tr yloas Christmas list.

or call Mary toll free at 1-888-656-6254.



A Child of God Considers ...
From Bishop deFreese

Greetings dear friends!

many.” Matthew 20:28

The mantra was repeated ... because it is gddo“badifferent ... to make a
difference!” | asked the 340 folks, who leftasahdfonvenience to travel down
to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, to work ditigentip@ others, to say that
mantra, because they were living it out. Thégdetneatifference that truly
makes a difference!

THE WORLD...

We are taught in our society to “embrace comstfmeabvays ask first and
foremost: “What's in it for me?” Society tesighlessiire and leisure are the
ambitions of living. Our culture lifts up alésafegeal in which we are free of
any of the concerns of life. This whole phobsugjpigyyis deeply embedded into
our world. Our cultural thinking is permeatet-bg@teredness that causes life
to be shallow and is spiritually toxic.

“I need to be different ...”

JESUS' WAY...

Jesus had a whole different perception ofdoamd|tfe lived. When our neighbor
is in need, we do not simply watch ... but radlegwves in service. Jesus taught
that consumption does not satisfy and thaintloeegaslife than merely taking
care of ourselves. Jesus calls us to purposthearidan caring — less, to care
more. Over and against the major goal of geligegdstands the Christ of the
cross who gave Himself for the good of all.

“...to make a difference!”

The synod youth mission trip impacted notlieely tfi¢ghose we were serving,
but our lives too. Our young people worked gaxe: afithemselves totally.
And in the midst of doing that, they becamentearesfhol more alive.

Each night, as we had closing devotions amdttigtengoung folks articulate
where they saw Jesus ... their stories grew nated aneilational, and deep.
Their lives were changed as they served. Wemeauenan in helping
others.

One of our young people who worked at a Biblerstitaiven affected by the
hurricane wrote: “We walked away leaving footipeintsearts and they left a
footprint in ours. For every story, every songpesdeevery hug, every tear, we
know that we made a difference.” Another yaumgnoées “It was an amazing

“Even as the Son of man came not to be servegeling to know that we had touched theirtlivesithas well as knowing that
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom fothey had touched ours.” Christ was served.

If we truly believe that Jesus Christ trangésrmshiow good it is to live out of
the calling that we are given ... to truly be sdmeaespond by giving of
themselves. It is in giving, that we genuimedy rece

“I need to be different ... to make a differefid¢gliks be to God for the
difference that Jesus Christ makes ... in all of us!
Blessings!

David L. deFreese
A child of God and Bishop

o

Season’s
Greetings



Youth Notes...

Coming off the Thanksgiving Holiday | continue to reflect tire

many blessing that God has given to me and my family.stieetimes get December 5 WOW Learning Event

caught up in the black Friday shopping frenzy and all itdraswe want or we December 12 WOW Learning Event

think we need. | can tell you that when we put aside ountsaand look at the December 19 Family Caroling Night

things that we already have, then we can see the greathesr God. We December 24 Christmas Eve Service Required

have an abundance of blessings and yet we still look for.more - (If out of town bring a bulletin back)
Well, Jesus tells us to look no further. We have been givgft this January 2 WOW Night

Christmas season better that any Wii, PS3, Ipodlotining that we could ever
receive. You see how any of these gifts listed could brgadr out, or

become obsolete; however, God and the Love of Jesus is sontbtting Parents look for a letter to be coming home in the oeuple of

guaranteed for a lifetime. Eternal life, well | gsét is a little for that what ~ Weeks that will further discuss our schedule for thengmand what is

we call a lifetime. So remember this season that otat and Savior was born taking place in our confirmation program this year.
and that this is the Gift of all Gifts. Make sure ymn't just horde this Gift.

Rock On, Jeremy
I hope that you all have a blessed Christmas!

S, John's Caroling Nigit
Gulf Coast Mission Trip D) % Cjegllj‘_\\_\b)eﬂ‘f '“ 9) @@33@‘?)[\@

Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church: Thell$gb@skponsored a Youth
Mission Trip last summer to the Gulf Coastitbimslpf Hurricane Katrina and
because of the overwhelming need is going taasyadinsotrip this coming
summer.

Now the Nebraska Synod is organizing a miisisminier for Adults to go to
Ocean Springs, Mississippi to help Hurricaae ikt ! &) % * !

Sponsor: Nebraska Synod " "
Dates: February 9-17, 2008
Place: Camp Victor, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. ,

Pastor and Cathy Price are planning on goihgsastheis. If you are T A
interested in going with them on this misspeasie contact pastor for . ’
information and how to REGISTER. .



Sr. High Events and Retreats...

RAME D EHAME MANTETES J P - T

IV

STAND STRONG STAND FIRN

o AND FOUN

E-Dl:.ll‘ 20908 YVOUTH CONFEMENCE TOUR

presented by Dare 2 Share Ministries

Sign up today for an experience that will change your [@eme and see great artists
perform, along with the amazing speaker Greg Stier.afdaguiee this will be a a time
that you talk about for a life time. The cost iditifpr only a 20 spot. Not sure yet,
then you may check out the dare 2 share ministriesntinecand watch the videos and
check out what the conference may be like. Again, gridom from the youth

bulletin board.

e=-1auncih’

As | shared last month, our Sr. High Youth Ministry is
looking for ways to better reach you and your familiége
are rethinking the way we program and the way that we
minister. This re-launch comes as a step to

improve our effectiveness of your ministry. We will be
asking for help as we re-launch. A letter addressingesur r
launch will be coming soon to you and your family.
Continue to pray and prayerfulgonsider where God is
leading you in this new opportunity.
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Campaign Overview
To Everyone at St John’s Church:

This Lent, our church will be partnering iit@ Days of Community
Campaign which will run from February 3 to March 30. The primary
focus of this campaign is to encourage congregations tk wor
togetheron fulfilling God’s five purposes by developing and
deepening an authentic community within our church and reaching
out to the community around our church.

40 Days of Communityas several features that set it apart from the
40 Days of Purpose Campaign

Youth & Children: We will be offering age-appropriate materials
for every member of the family, from birth to senidulis. There is
so much power in having everyone in the family learningiatize
same biblical truths together!

Better Together: What on Earth are We Here FowWorkbook:

For our40 Days of Communit@ampaignwe will have a daily
devotional book, daily journal, and weekly small groumgtguide —
all in one book that will be the campaign companiorefegryone in
our church.

Missions Project: This is a brand-new idea that is at the heart of this
Community Campaign — the Missions Project. The prinfiacys of
this campaign is on fulfilling God'’s five purposes together by
deepening the sense of community within our church and reachin
out to the community around us. The mission’s projedtassehicle
that will move our church outside of its four walls, amia the
harvest field of a world that is in desperate needefdlie of Jesus
Christ. Our Missions Project Team will identify lo@altreach
opportunities for our small groups to do together. Wetadkle one
of the major problems in our community, and with God’p lve¢ can
make a difference!

We are assembling a Campaign Team to facilitate the egmfoa
our church. This team is responsible for:

creating a prayer strategy for the our campaign

coordinating the seven weekend services during the campaign

overseeing the weekly Bible studies that focus onltemés

of the campaign

coordinating the major events that take place during the

campaign:

1. BETTER TOGETHER: WHAT ON EARTH ARE
WE HERE FOR? KICK-OFF: The Campaign will
kick-off on February 3, 2008.

2. HOST HOMES: There will be an opportunity to join a
small group which will be studying thgetter Together:
What on Earth are We Here Fbr

3. MINISTRY FAIR: This event is designed to give people
an opportunity to get involved in a ministry that reaches
out with a helping hand to those around us.

4. CELEBRATION SUNDAY: The campaign culminates
with a church-wide party where we will rejoice togetime
all God has done in our midst during the campaign.

If you would like to join one of the teams that are clating the
various parts of the campaign, we would love to talowo! Please
contact Julie at 238-2659 or Pastor Price at 238-2483.

We encourage you to join with us now, at this early stegpray for
this campaign. The potential impact this could have orivas will
be increased if the soil of our hearts is prepared thrptayer. We
are excited to embark on this spiritual journey togettisrfall, and
we appreciate your prayers for the Campaign Team,uioclwurch
leaders, and for the impact of the campaign in the lofeour people
and the people of our community that we will reach oubtChrist’s
name. So begin now to pray and prepare your own hedtiddife-
changing adventure of ti#® Days of Community



German Harvest Festival Results

Ticket Sales $2,052.50
Expenses 946.41
Wheels 4 Christ  1000.00
Left to cover outstanding bills 106.09

Many THANKS to all who participated in thitayeesisFestival.
Without YOUR help we could not have an elientMiiaNK YOU.

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and yaeuill placteed (Prove 12:2)

T

St John’s Wellness Committee is seeking inpatltding a fantastic
health fair. Anyone who has an idea or opsked te communicate
with Carol, Jodi or Julie.

&

Benders & Stretchers
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9-9:30AM
We’'ve moved to the choir room lovedithevehurch.

" FREE CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION
Dec 22 at Noon
Food and Gifts from Santa
(Cooks 4 Christ)

St. John’s Fellowship Hall
322 N Molley Street
Bennington

Everyoneis invited to come and share

food and fellowship.
Special invitations are extended to:

*Anyone who might not be going “home” for the holidays.
*Anyone who will be cooking for only one or two.
*Families who would like to share their meal with

neighbors.

+Rides to and from the church will be provided!

Just calk03-2649 or 238-2659
+Meals for shut-ins will be delivered after we serve/oili
call us.
Please calk38-2483 or 238-265% indicate your
attendance.

(We don’'t want to run out of food
and_Santa needs to be prepared)




Join us in Bible Study
All Women are welcome!

ol 55
. ]OT% ]

News and Information faall Women of St. John’s
Decemberoo7

|

|

I

|

Faith Bible Study — Dec.11, at 1:30 p.m. !

Fellowship Hall :

Lesson Leader — Mary Meyer !

Refreshments — All bring cookies :

|

Rejoice Bible Study — Dec. 17, at 7:00 p. m'
Conference Room

|
1
|
I
|
1
|
|
|
1
: Lesson/Refreshments — Wendy Andersen!

Coming Events Thank you to everyone who gave an offering at the annual

Thankoffering service. Women of the ELCA Thankofferings
support the total outreach of the ELCA, including specific
programs of the women’s organization.

Fair Trade Sales
Dec. 29& 9th
in Narthex between services
Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Hot Chocolate, and
Chocolate Bars
All bracelets at reduced prices
Great Christmas gifts!

Don’t forget tosupport the Western Douglas

County Pantrywith food items. You can place them in the
shopping carts located in the entry to the lower level and to
the fellowship hall. Alsa@Campbell’'s Soup labelsay be

Winter Retreat left in the box below the mailboxes.

St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church

?;iﬂgrljligd Young Women of the ELCA — BE BOLD! Check out this
itel
Cost $18.00 website! boldcafe.org

Cafe is a free, monthly on-line magazine for young women
offered by Women of the ELCA Women of all ages are

Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls” reading i

January 28 at 7:00 p.m. in fellowship hall
Plan to attend!




Quilters in Action ﬁi‘;}‘%
Your work in the Lord brings an abundance of blessings ﬁ\;

you and to others.
WELLNESS MAN SAYS: “LOOK AT THIS!”
The fruit of the Sprit is love, joy, peace, patieridagdness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Galatians 5:22-23

To be eligible to receive tHRRESIDENT’SVOLUNTEER SERVICE
AWARD,
Applicants’ service hours must be confirmed by a regst&ertifying
Organization. St John’s Wellness Committee

There are three levels of thevARD varying by hours of service
completed within a 12-month period Jan 2006-Dec 2006:

Kids - 14 and younger Adults — Ages 26 and up
- Bronze Award 50 - 74 hours
- Silver Award 75 - 99 hourg Bronze Award 100 - 249 hours
- Gold Award 100 or more hoursijlver Award 250 - 499 hours
Gold Award 500 or more hours

easier a task is when your hand is in it? God’s Woyd, sa
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as Wng

' for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will

» receive and inheritance from the Lord as a reward thte

' Lord Christ you are serving” (Colossians 3:23-24). In

» context of the chapter, this refers to the job tiatdo for

| someone in authority. Hard work has a greater revinal t

just a paycheck.
J pay Young Adults - Ages 15 - 25 | Families and Groups (two or more

t th . ; ) - Bronze Award 100-174 hourspeople)*
On November 12 & 13", the following 11 ladies met: | . Silver Award 175 249 hourk Bronze Award 200 - 499 hours

Gloria Jacobsen, Delores Thorell, Suzanne_Kirby, Doris . Gold Award 250 or mord Silver Award 500 - 999 hours
Gottsch, Betty Deardoff, Emily Laaker, Addie Buckhuus,: hours Gold Award 1,000 or more houts
Lorene Andersen, Judy Barber, Carol litzsch and Norma *Each member contributing at least 25
Collins. We were able to complete 3 baby and 6 full sizé hours towards the total
quilts. Several ladies sewed on tops for future quilting !
sessions. “Thank You”, Ladies, for your dedication and
devotion.

The Quilting Frame: Have you ever noticed how much

PRESIDENS CALL TCSERVICRAWARD

Individuals who have completed 4,000 or more volunteer serviae ho

over the course of their lifetime are eligible to recéheHRRESIDENT S
CALL TO SERVICE AWARD.

On October 28, we delivered 1 large box filled with rolled
bandages, and 10 baby quilts for the Lutheran World Relief.

If you would like to nominate a person tomederesitent’s Volunteer Service
I oo - ; award, put a note in church box 57 or by tellat®38-2659. There are

-Lhe IB'nd'TQ St'tChd fThaF“S You, Llord, fﬁr glvmg me WO”:{ awards for individuals beginning at age 5 ame thlseawards for families.

that I can love, and for giving me love that works. ! Here is a chance for you to say thank you t@ gabkdy. You don’t have to

| sign your name, but be sure that you have ¢hepslireg of your nomination

e and which group they are being nominated for. JD

God blesses those who are merciful, for teeshairomercy (Matt 5:7)



Prayers 2 Christ-Weekly Prayer Schedule

Dec 2Pray for the military & their families

Dec 9Pray for peace at home, in our communitynamtdithe

Dec 16Pray for generous hearts to serve the leatefortun

Dec 23Give thanks for Jesus Christ our Savior

Dec 30Saved by grace through faith let us beginytbarriewgervice

Personal Prayer Guide
Father, help me commit to living better togle¢heonmmunity of my church and
neighborhood . . .

REACH OUT To love sharing my faith boldly

BELONG To love living as the Body of Christ
GROW To love bringing out the bast# ot
SERVE To love serving sacrificially
WORSHIP To love glorifying God with others

“Every day they continued to meet togethemplihedurts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate togethad aitd gincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all ilneAmebihe Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Acts 2:46H97 (

God, | pray ...

only yoean do. We know that without your powefale willzain.

that we will dedicate ourselves to prayertm getieurselves spiritually
ready for what You want to do.

Encourage us to saturate these important 4@@ayes end to become
excited about the difference prayer can make.

that during 0d® Days of Communigywill keep our eyes on you and whe

December National Health Observances

1

World AIDS Day

Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
unaids@unaids.org

1-31

Safe Toys and Gifts Month

Prevent Blindness America

211 West Wacker Drive, Suite 1700
Chicago, IL 60606

(800) 331-2020

1-7

National Aplastic Anemia and MDS Awareness Week
Aplastic Anemia & MDS International Foundation, Inc
P.O. Box 613

Annapolis, MD 21404-0613

(800) 747-2820

3-9

National Handwashing Awareness Week
Henry the Hand Foundation

11714 U.S. Route 42

Cincinnati, OH 45241

(513) 769-3660
dr.will@henrythehand.com

Benn Town Gals:

Delicious! Was the word of choice for ourthmcbstaurant named “Delicious”
in Valley. The meal was followed by a persoh&Vémdy Dean’s Art gallery
and personal 4000 square foot residence o adinovated downtown buildings.
Interesting that someone could actually make extpose brick walls into
showcase walls. It was very interesting tolse&r ansluccessful self taught
artist Call Joyce @ 238-2802 or Emily @ 2BgeR58ant to join us on our
next adventure.



QTEPREN MINISTRY

The greatest need people have today is notdoe samoewill solve their
problems for them, but rather for someonelisten withpathetically to the
darkest and deepest wounds of their inner sehaayg.féél as though we were
useless and not particularly helpful to a thendidst of a crisis, and yet he or
she will say in gratitude, "You were there edukd lyou."

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him dhdioHhkigziHe will make your
righteousness shine like the dawn, the justiceafige like the noonday sun
Psalm 37:5-6

Your life is a walk of faith. You arise in ting,rsaynyour prayers, and go to
work ready to serve others in love. Trustihgrd,tiieu follow through on your
commitments.

You don't just tell your friends, "l will poay'fotou keep them in your thoughts
and prayers continually, asking God to helpthgray Yor their healing. You
follow through with personal visits and entmimage t

Then one day as you reach the 18th hole, gau tvél Master say, "Well done,
good and faithful servant, inherit the kingdoeddoeyou.” There is a place
prepared for you by the One who died for yibawett tirough on His love for
you all the way to the cross, through the gréve hieavens.

Lord, | am weak. Help me to follow throughverfonydu and my commitment
to serve others in Your name. Amen.

Call Julie at 238-2659 or Pastor Price at 238-2483

Would YOU like to pay off $5,300 of your debt and
save $2,700 at the same time?

Answer:
What is Financial Peace University?

FPU is the most important step to changingrywal fiiture. It is your Total
Money Makeover Program. It takes the knowle@dgd &ndturns it into real
action in our lives through a step-by-step tanggedsy best-selling author and
financial counselor Dave Ramsey.

FPU is a 13-week life-changing program thatsarmzbteeches you how to
make the right money decisions to achievengal dioals and God's plan for
your life. The course includes practical lesslonsating debt, building wealth,
giving like never before, and much, much more!

Who is Financial Peace University for?

It's for EVERYONEL!..from the financially stheufiedacially distressed. Over
180,000 families and individuals have atterrdzal Feace University.

Applying God's Word radically changes yonraifera@e, FPU graduates have
paid off over $5,300 in debt and saved $2,ga8elAdirday program!

What Will | Learn?
1. Step-by-Step Cash Flow Planning

Luke 14:28: "For which of you, intending ttolugld @oes not sit down
first and count the cost, whether he has efioighhitd

2.Debt Snowball Plan Technique to Eliminating Debt
Proverbs 22:7: "The borrower is slave to thie lender
3. How to Invest Wisely

Interested? Call 238-2659



FLOWERS NOVEMBER

November 4 CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
Altar flowers were given by Nicolas and Stgdya(Rratho were united in HIGHLIGHTS
marriage at St. John’s Lutheran Church on N&vember The Church Council met on November 13

Present Bill Dunn, Jan Braden, Pastor Jim, Jenny HanBeterson, Jeremy
Hansen, Caryn Stichler, Mark Misfeldt, Sandralkafdeegar, Ted Kirby,
Mert Opfer, Mark Backhuus, Wayne Anderson|iDgbisie A

The white rose on the altar was given by Codneleddcob Smith. The rose
was in celebration of grandson, Spencer Rildyr@app©October 31 at the
Montgomery County Memorial Hospital in RedH@ak,th&. son of Eric and
Christina (Bartels) Capps. He is welcomedtat batiesr Alec (13) and sister
Meghan (11). Spencer weighed 7 Ibs. 9 0z anithetes 20ng.

Praise God for this special blessing in our lives.

Devotions:Given by Mert Opfer Devotions for nextRastahPrice

New BusinessDiscussed items for December Thru the Wiadamsel
Unfinished BusinesS:ask force, membership roster, date of LioaifsGalib
rib feed changed to March 3, 2008, nominatitigecae®ulis to meet,

November 18 _ . _ 2008 budget requests have been turned in

Altar flowers were given in celebration of Doeti® Raetz's'6@edding Committee reports

anniversary, on November 15 by Donna & Bobkathgn&itDick Sigler, Barb & = youth MinistryPosted on bulletin board located in thebifme h
Ron Kruse, Brenda & Marvin Blacketer and tddiildpamand great- Worship and Musio report

grandchild. Christian Educatid¥o report

Social Ministryiakson House

StewardshipJupdate given

FinanceOctober Current Fund Beginning Balance: 897.38
Mission Share for October r $2,815.71. OciogeB&adce: -740.53

Bulletins were given by Don & Harriette Pee®doytbf God in celebration of
their 60wedding anniversary..

November 25 _ _ _ Endowment Committext Meeting December 18,7pm
Flowers on the altar were given by Georgia Beathaetle Putney in memory  property CommitteReports on projects completed
of their parent's wedding anniversary. Pastor’s repofosted on bulletin board in the office hallway.

Flowers were given in honor of Abigail's bap&sgréydparents, Mark and

Susan Hinton Complete&Church Council Meeting Minutes are posted on Heérbu

board in the office hallway.

The next church council meeting is scheduled &sdiy, December 11 at

Labels for Learning - - Bennington Secondary Music 7pm

Department

The high school music department continuest thee@ler Family WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

Product UPC Codes for cash. Please cut o #mel &L’ s if and 4 8:30am 11:00am _7:00pm

when you have an Our Family label. You carbturndtes in to the Nov 4 114 84

elementary and high school office collectiorrsootaend them in care of the Nov. 11 117 53

high school music department. Cubby’s, Bagurd S&v&rills Grocery stores Nov. 18 184 84

carry the Our Family brands in paper produtitesnedinned goods, eggs, Nov.22 - oo 92 givarkService

frozen products, breads, cheeses, margarinasyamom. We send them in to Nov. 25 128 74

Nash Finch for cash returns. Cubby’s in Behamgtoallection box for the
UPC labels for the Bennington Labels for Le@mirigi®amazing to see how
the labels add up when many households colleEtableran be turned to
treasure!



DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

I &
I %
5(

19

Brian Teller
Brooke Scott
Karrie Ellermeier
John Freeman
Amber Goertz

20 Les Coe

22

23

24
25

27
28

29

30

31

Jeremy Havekost
Mike Schmidt
Joyce Montgomery
Carol Freeman
Jacob Schneider
Blake Scott
Andrew Auch
Leonard Johannsen
Merlin Kay
Mary Meyer
Angie Purdy
Colleen Smith
Diane Warrick

Di Loptin
Lisa Arp

Michelle Hadan
Polly Jensen
Tom Omer

Judy Barber
Dan Christensen
Janie Frahm
Amy Mildward
Ella Armstrong
Griffin Japp
Dillon Eurek
Bob Goldberg
Pamela Klabunde
Barb Kruse

Greg Bohn
Lois Musel

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Les Coe, 86
Doris Hoier, 85

Leonard Johannsen, 92

Anita Anderson, 93

DECEMBER

ANNIVERSARIES

(7 &

7
7.

SPECIAL

ANNIVERSARIES

WISHES TO:
(7
83

1
8,

, &8,

((%

8* (%

Clyde Montgomery

Walter Hansen

Rolland “Rollie” Warrick
Sharon “Sherry” Fritz
Samuel “Sam” Collins

Anna Knutzen
Wanda Grebe
Frieda Petersen
Margery Devney
Elvin Hoier
Doris Littrell
Jeanette Mueller



THRU THE WINDOWS
St. John's Lutheran Church
322 North Molley Street
James M. Price, Pastor
238-2483 (Church)
238-2958 (Home)
WWW.STJOHNSBENNINGTON.ORG®@website)
STIJOHNSOFFC@msn.com (Email)

Worship Services
8:30amTraditional with Holy Communion
11:00am Contemporary*
*Holy Communion will be celebrated on the
First and third Sunday of each month

2007 Church Council

Caryn Stichler...............................oeo. ... President
Jim Peterson.................... Vice Presiddatlangelism
Mark Misfeldt...... Co-Current Fund Treasurer/Mission
Share B@&r/Music & Worship
Deb Almquist*................ Co-Current Fund Treasurer
IMissionShare Treasurer
Jan Braden......................Secretary/Worship & Music
Wayne Andersen*....................... Financial Secretary
Wayne Andersen®.........c.ocovveeiiiiiiinnannnnn. Finance
Mert Opfer...... Social Ministry/Special Funds Treasurer
JimPinegar......c..coo i Property
Ted Kirby. .o Property
Mark Backhuus............................ Mutual Ministry
Jim Peterson..........cooii i Property
Bill DUNN......cooii Stewardship
Sandra Kander..........................Christian Education
Jenny Hansen..............ccoooiviiiiinnns Social Ministry
* Appointed
* * * % * * % *
Youth & Family Director......... Jeremy Hansen
Secretary ......cocoeevviiiiiiennn. Debbie Misfeldt
Organist.......ccccoovviiviiinnnn Michael Bauer
Choir Director........cc.ocoeevveen.... Kerry Frey
Junior Choir Director ............... .Kerry Frey

Custodians............. Tom Koziol/Cindy Koziol



