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Dear Saints at St. John'’s,

On November 30", | retired from full time ministry from St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Valley, NE. | look forward to getting to know you
and will take this time to introduce myself. | was called to Ordained
Ministry during confirmation. | graduated from Madison, MN High
School, Augsburg College and Luther Seminary. | served a rural
internship in Brewster, Kansas.

My first call was as an associate pastor to Our Savior’s in
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. | served four years in Smith Center, Kansas,
nine years in Colorado Springs, CO and three years in Sterling, NE
where our middle child, Paul, died in a car accident during his senior
year of high school. | returned to Greeley, CO for nine years, and
served 12 years at St. Mark’s in Valley.

I’'m most grateful for the joy of being a part of Christ’s Church. | have felt
called to interim ministry these last years and | have attended two
training sessions, and look forward to my part time ministry at St.
John’s. It's a wonderful opportunity for me to both speak God’s Word,
and enjoy the congregation and ministry at St. John’s. I've enjoyed the
friendship of Pastor James Price, as we served together as clergy
deans. | also know of your long history of good ministry. | am also very
impressed by your staff and look forward to sharing leadership with
them.

| have always admired St. John’s and this part time interim provides me
an opportunity to continue ministry while finding time to heal, enjoy
some retirement, and reflect. | look forward to preaching, leading
worship, and officiating as well as helping with critical needs. Together,
with Dr. Heather and the church council, we will seek to provide good
ministry for and with St. John'’s.

Please trust that God is at work. The Advent season will be particularly
meaningful this year as we deal with the grief of this past year, and look
forward in hope. God provides a wonderful Word for our first Sunday
together. "Comfort, O comfort my peope”. says your God.” This Word is
a timely gift from God after the loss of Pastor and Cathy Price, the
summer storms, and the economic downturn. It gives us hope as we
look forward to the future with God. God always has more in store for
us.

May the God of all peace give us peace in believing,

Pastor Clay Skurdahl

Dear Friends,

"Encourage one another and build one
another up, just as you are doing."
1 Thessalonians 5:11

This is a Season of Preparation and Prayer as
we enter into Advent, as well as embark on our
journey towards calling a new pastor. St.
John’s is implementing an innovative approach
to ministry during this interim, referred to as
team ministry. Team ministry can include
pastors, trained lay ministers, and worship leaders. This is an effective
way to reach further into the community of people that are in need of
our programs and services. Team ministry also includes calling on
congregation leaders and members to join together in moving the
church forward. In order to prepare for the calling of our next pastor, we
must all play our part. Whether you are able to help through giving of
your time, your talents, or your financial support, please remember to
keep St. John’s in your daily prayers this season. Such joining
together will reap generous reward as God sends us the pastor that we
have prayed for!

May God Bless You Indeed,

Heather Goertz
drheathergoertz@yahoo.com

Call Process Update: GOD (Go One Direction) Forward

The interim period between the leaving of one pastor and the arrival of
another gives the congregation valuable time for reassessing its
mission and possibly reordering its ministry for the future. The Bishop’s
office of the Nebraska Synod is in partnership with St. John’s during this
time. The time of calling a pastor is an emotional time and requires
reflection, discernment, and prayer in the life of the congregation as a
whole. Prayer is the root of the process. Such prayer should be deep
individual and community prayer that God would send the right pastor to
this congregation. We will not be hiring a new pastor; we will be
receiving a pastor based on the call from God. Therefore, we must
seek God and talk to Him regularly in prayer.



The Call Process includes multiple steps. To date we have
completed the following steps:
* We accepted Pastor Price’s resignation
* We celebrated and praised the work of Pastor and Cathy Price
» Council hosted the exit interview with Pastor Price.
* The Nebraska Synod was contacted and provides guidance
during this process.
* Aninterim plan is in place with Pastor Clay Skurdahl and Dr.
Heather Goertz

The Next Steps: form a Call Committee and develop a Congregational
Profile.

Source: Call Process Manual (2004). Nebraska Synod of the ELCA.

ADVENT

The season of Advent marks the beginning of the church year and
comprises the four weeks before Christmas. The themes surrounding
this season include Hope, Darkness and Light, Repentance,
Watchfulness, Preparation, and Expectation of the living form of Christ
on Christmas. The Advent Wreath was developed in Germany as a
sign of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the return of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The wreath, a circle, came to represent the eternal victory
over death through Jesus Christ. The circle symbolizes eternal life. The
evergreens were a sign of the faithfulness of God to God'’s people, even
in death. What trees do you see enduring in the winter cold? The
lighted candles were a reminder of the light of Christ brought into the
world. Historically, people yearned for the sun during the dark winter
season by lighting candles and fires. Christians used fire and light to
represent the coming of Christ into the world. As we await Christ’s
coming, make time to strengthen your faith among family and friends.

The 11:00am service on December 14th is a special service of the
Kingdom Quest Children's Christmas Program. Please come to hear
the Christmas story retold. Join us for soup and a sandwich
following the Christmas Program.

Did You Know............

Coffee Fellowship Hour Updates Effective January 4

We would love to have more participation in our Coffee
Fellowship Hour which is held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday
morning beginning at 9:30am. To help with this, we will be
asking for everyone’s support in this awesome time of
fellowship. This is also a great time for parents to get
acquainted while your children are in Kingdom Quest.

Starting in December, there will be a sign up poster located
in the fellowship hall. We are asking for 2 families to sponsor a
Sunday. This would require each family to supply 2 dozen
“treats” to share, serve, and clean-up. Treats can be for
example, your favorite recipe, donuts, bagels, and etc.

In order to provide treats during Coffee Fellowship, we need to
have sponsors. Thank you for your participation.

The 2009 Church Council Nominating Committee  (Jan Braden, Dick
Fritz, Greg Stichler, Bev Thomas, and Mary Pat Schmidt) have started
the search for those who feel they can serve the Lord as being a
Church Council member. Please contact any of the nominating
committee representatives or Debbie Misfeldt (dmisfeldtsjlc@msn.com,
238-2483/church office) or check your “Sign-Up Opportunities” form
enclosed in the bulletin if you are interested in running for a Church
Council position. We are accepting nominations for four- 1 year
appointments and four- 3 year appointments. God Bless our church with
leadership as we transition with steadfast love, faithfulness and
devotion to God and each other!

Poinsettias can be ordered and memorials can be
given by completing the form enclosed in your bulletin
or calling the church office. Please submit your payment
with the order. Cost is $6.00. Deadline for ordering is
Wed., December 12 .



The St. John's Chancel Choir  will present our annual Christmas
cantata on Sunday, December 21st at 10am (between services). "Holy
Night of Miracles" by Lloyd Larsen will feature narration by Heather
Goertz. Please join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord!

St. John’s is hosting a Nativity night on Sunday, December 21 % from
6-9pm. Please join us to view the Live Nativity on the church lawn. At
7pm, we will show the movie “Nativity Story.” Volunteers are needed.

Attention all musicians! If you would like to share your gifts with us on
Christmas Eve by performing special music at the 5:00 or 11:00
services, please contact Kerry Frey at 720-1184 or
freykerry@hotmail.com.

Pastor's Storage Shed is up For Sale

Pastor Price has a four year old 8" wide X 12' long by 8 feet high wood
storage shed (Tuff Shed type) an asphalt shingle roof located in the
backyard of the parsonage that he needs to sell. If you are interested,
please contact the church office. Thank you!

Bible Challenge update - Additional donations for the Bible Challenge
takes us from 101 to 132. Our goal is to fill the pews with the Word of
God. Bibles are just $9.00 each.

Wheels 4 Christ
Wheels 4 Christ is in desperate need of additional volunteer drivers to help

provide needed transportation to those in our congregation and community.

These volunteer drivers are needed, usually between 7:45 am and 4 pm
daily, Monday thru Sunday for no more than 3 hours at atime. A church
owned and insured car is available to provide the transportation. Please
contact Bill Dunn, Operations Manager @ 238-2659 or Clancy Laaker,
Committee Chair @ 238-2583 if you are available on an emergency basis
or you would like to be an occasional driver. This is an AWESOME
Ministry of our congregation and meets a very important need.

A special thank you to the Warrick family for the gift of two new
communion trays given in the memory of Rollie. They were first used at
our November 16 service.

Hugs and Thank You's to each and everyone who helped collect,
bake, pack, and deliver 38 Thanksgiving Food baskets providing food
for over 100 individuals. We ordered turkeys from Cubby's and they
donated some extra that allowed us to deliver more than we had
planned. We pass along to you the appreciation of those who were
blessed by your donations. Julie & Jodi

The Kingdom Quest Christmas Program will be at 11:0 0 on
Sunday , December 14 . This will be a special service presented by the
children in celebration of the birth our Lord, Jesus Christ. Please join us
as we share the true meaning of Christmas in “Don’t Settle for the
Wrappings”.

—
-

Join us for a Soup and Sandwich lunch  following the
11:00 Christmas program on December 14th! Lunch will be
hosted by BYG (Bennington Youth Group) and

A free will offering for the youth group will be taken.

@H' ]
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BYG reminder : all youth are asked to bring a dozen

sandwiches on December 14™; plan to help set up at

10:30 and stay to help serve lunch! Parents willing to help
would also be appreciated!

Confirmation students, youth, families, ANYBODY
Continuing with a tradition, we’ll be hopping on the
hayracks and caroling the community on Wednesday,
=5 Dec. 17™ All are welcome to join us (advanced notice
encouraged for an accurate head count) for a great time
singing through Bennington, followed by hot chocolate and cookies!

KID’S KINGDOM PRE-SCHOOL

Our Christmas program will take place on Thursday,
December 11

at 7 PMin the St. John's sanctuary. Please join us! We
welcome all church members, parents, grandparents, or
any other interested parties! The children will be singing, playing rhythm
instruments, and telling the Christmas story.

Registration for the 2009-10 school year will begin in January for
currently enrolled children and any church families. Public registration
will begin in February, but you may call 290-5014 to request a tour any
time.



Address Updates
Pastor Jim and Cathy Price
2559 Firestone Place

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406

Doris Ostronic

Elk Ridge Village

19400 Elk Ridge Drive Suite 204
Elkhorn, NE 68022

Phone: 238-2190

St. John's needs your help!!  In going through our records, we find
that we are missing a few years of the annual reports. Can you help us
out? We need years 1976 and 1978. Thanks to Jean Biesendorfer for
sharing four out of the 6 years we were looking for. If you happened to
have kept the 1976 and 1978 annual reports, please call the office and

let us know?
|
s p For JeSUS:
Rewvin' Up
“Don’t Settle for the Wrappings” Christmas Program
The Kingdom Quest Christmas Program will be at 11:00 on Sunday,

December 14. This will be a special service presented by the children
in celebration of the birth our Lord, Jesus Christ. Please join us as we

share the true meaning of Christmas in “Don’t Settle for the Wrappings”.

We will have an all-student Christmas Program practice on Saturday,
December 13 from 9:30-10:30 a.m.. Please plan to bring your child to
this practice. Thank you!

Also, Kingdom Quest Sunday School will not be meeting on Sunday,
December 21 and Sunday, December 28. Classes will resume on
Sunday, January 4. We wish you a wonderful Christmas!

Children’s Ministry Food Drive

Thank you to everyone that brought food for our food drive in
November. We will continue to collect food items through December.
You can bring canned goods, boxed food items, or dry goods. All the
food we collect goes to people in need in our community. God bless
you alll

Kingdom Quest
Perfect Attendance

Congratulations to the following children for having Perfect Attendance
in the first quarter of Sunday School. If your child missed less than 2
days in that quarter, his/her picture will be put in the “Winners Circle” on
the wall in the lower fellowship area. Be sure to look for the smiling
faces of these children.

3 year olds:
Jesse Grothendick

Ethan Korth
Natalie McClelland

45K:

Lauren Circo
Cheyenne Flynn
Amber Goertz
Kenzie Johnson

2" Grade:
Katie Misfeldt
Ben Pierson

3"/ 4" Grade:
Brandon Curtis
JT Curtis
Morgan Miles

Jacob Kuhl 5" /6" Grade:
Kenzie Kuhl Zach Goertz
Ellie Misfeldt Adam lltzsch
Jacob Stier Amy lltzsch
Hailey Teller Abby Misfeldt
Jadyn Tomjack
1* Grade:
Cody Flynn

Justin Grothendick
Stephanie McClellend
Brett Tomjack

Eric Tomjack

James Tompkins
Sarah Tompkins

We welcome all children 3 years old through 6th grade to join us for
Kingdom Quest Sunday School every Sunday from 9:30-10:45 in the
lower level. We encourage parents to bring their children between 9:20
-9:25 so that we can begin promptly at 9:30. We hope to see you on
Sunday!



/ W””Iﬂ” Join usin Bible Study!
SI I”I’” 5 All Women ar e welcome!
I -
g ”I’ Faith Circle Bible Study
III 0 December 9, at 1:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
Lesson Leader — Betty Deardoff

Refreshments — All bring cookies

December 2008 Rejoice Circle Bible Study

December 16, at 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room

Lesson/Refreshments — Wendy Andersen

Coming Events

Fair Trade Sales
December 14th
in Narthex between services
Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Hot Chocolate, Nuts
and Chocolate Bars

Winter Retreat 2009
January 17
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Grand Island, NE

Winter Retreat
January 17
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Grand Island, NE

Cell Phone Recycling The theme for the retreat is
Look for the box for recycling “My Place in Mission Field Nebraska.”
your old cell phones

See Emily Laaker or check the bullet
board for registration forms. Cost is $18.0
and registrations are due Jafi. 8

We will carpool to Grand Island.




Quilters In Action

Don’t forget tosupport the Western Douglas Servants Make Themselves Available
County PantryWith food items. You can place them No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so
in the shopping carts located in the entry to the lower levethat he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
and to the fellowship hall. Als@ampbell’s Soup labels 2 Timothy 2:4
may be left in the box below the mailboxes. Real servants make themselves available to serve.

Servants don't fill up their time with other pursuits that

could limit their availability. They want to be ready to
Recycle! Recycle! Recyclel! jump into service when called on.

. If you only serve when it's convenient for you,
Three tubs have been placed in the south entfy to you're not a real servant. Real servants do what's

the fellowship hall. The tubs are marked for plastic, tin needed, even when it's inconvenient.
and glass and they are to be used for recycling items jused

o X On November 10" and 11", eleven ladies met:
at St. John’s church activities. Plastic grocery bagg be

Judy Barber, Sarah Misfeldt, Rhonda Logemann,

included but not bread wrappers, etc. Cardboard and paper Delores Thorell, Carol litzsch, Suzanne Kirby, Betty
are also being recycled. Deardoff, Doris Gottsch, Lorene Andersen, Emily
We are also starting to recycle unuseldl phones. Laaker, and Addie Backhuus. Together we tied,

sewed, and surged; we were able to complete 4 baby

|
Remember to recycle! quilts and 9 full size quilts,

We will truly miss one of quilters, Gloria
Jacobsen. She was a truly dedicated quilter, always
Young Women of the ELCA — BE BOLD! willing to help in anyway possible. Gloria passed away
Check out this website! boldcafe.org. ather home in October.
Café is a free, monthly on-line magazine for young women I would also like to say “thank-you” to all who
offered by Women of the ELCA. Women of all ages are have worked behind the scenes in sewing quilt tops,
o donated fabric and sheets and their time. Without all
reading it! this help we would not be able to complete as many
quilts as we do. We are still in need of more fabric and
Café stands for Community, Advocacy, Faith, and sheets to be able to make more quilts for those in
Enlightenment need. Please, if you are able to assist us in this way,
we can use your donations.

We donated 22 baby quilts to Children’s
Hospital in Omaha, and 16 more full size quilts to the
Lutheran World Relief. We also made one of our quilts
as a farewell gift to Pastor and Cathy, to keep them
warm on those “long cold winter nights” in Arizona, as
they will be serving a new congregation there.

Lord Jesus, You have called me to serve you
by serving others. What an honor!

Now grant one additional request: work in me
a servant’s heart—just like your own—so that | can
fulfill your high calling to serve. Amen




Flowers and Bulletins
November 2, 2008

Altar flowers were given in honor of Pastor Price and Cathy to thank
them for their service and leadership these past 6 years.

Children Bulletins were given in honor of Caleb Clark’s baptism by his
grandparents, Dave and Dee Clark.

November 9, 2008

Altar flowers were given in honor of Joey Hayden’s Eagle Scout Court

NOVEMBER 2, 2008

of Honor We give thanks for all those who have gone before us and are at rest: We especially
' remember with thanksgiving those among us who have departed since last year at this
November 16, 2008 time.
Altar flowers were given in loving memory of Jackie Waldo by her
family. The memorial service was held at St. John’s on Nov. 13. Raymond Johnsen

Marjorie Biffar
November 23, 2008

Flowers on the altar were given by Georgia Ford and Jeannette [I)- ""at';' Hins:,n
Putney in memory of their parent's wedding anniversary. orothy Loptin
Helen Mohr
\ ber 2 Chester Auch
ovember :
Caleb Lynn Clark was received into God’s Holy Kingdom Evangeline Meyer
through the washing of Holy Baptism on November 2. Caleb Leonard Johannsen
was born August 29 and is the son of Tim and Kerry Clark. Lester Coe
His sponsors are Jennifer Furstenau and Robert Baumgart. Gretchen Mangold
Kevin Porter
November 9 Jerry Pooley
Brandt Travis Schmidt was received into God’s Holy Kingdom through Floyd Thorell
the washing of Holy Baptism on November 9. Brandt was born October Winifred Phillios
24 and is the son of Travis John (TJ) and Frankie Schmidt. His Darvl Misf Idrt,
sponsors are Kaley Spartz and Cassidy Paulzine. aryl Misre

Gloria Jacobsen
Charles Peterson

November 23 Charles Cummings

Jaiden Marie Blanchard was received into God’s Holy Kingdom
through the washing of Holy Baptism on Nov. 23. Jaiden was born
February 13, 2008 and is the daughter of Crystal Blanchard.

Her sponsor is Dawn Blanchard.



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS Lynne Lurvey
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x ~g & ° Candy Claeys CONGRATULATIONS TO:
' Anlflr(i\a: FIeS_nter o Doris Hoier, 86
18 Mike Almquis O Anita Anderson, 94
Shirley Kading
Bret Klabunde
Emily Laaker




DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1 )im & Faye Bridgeford

Eric & Julie Clements

Bill & Julie Dunn

Scott & Sheri Steffes
3 Dennis & Linda Christianson
7 Al & Judy Barber
8 Ray & Jeannette Schneider
14 Curt & Jane Frost
19 John & Carol Freeman
30 Ron & Sandra Shower

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES

WISHES TO:

o Bill & Julie Dunn, 20

O Ron & Sandie Showers, 20

O Dennis & Linda Christianson, 25
o Al & Judy Barber, 45

O Raymond & Jeannette

Q  Schneider, 65

Church Office Hours, Deadlines & Other Important Information
Please help our church office to be as efficient and helpful as possible by keeping the
following in mind:

Monthly Publication

The deadline for information for the monthly newsletter, “Thru the Windows,” is the 15th
of each month. Any articles or information after that date will go into the next month’s
newsletter.

Office Hours

Keep in mind the posted hours of the church office: Monday through Friday are
8:00am-4:00pm. The church staff meets at 9:30am on Tuesdays. Usually there are
volunteers to answer the phones during that time. If not, the phone will go to voicemail.
Occasionally, the staff will have lunch offsite on Tuesdays so please call before coming
to make sure we are here. If you need access to the church at other times, please call
and we will work with you to make other arrangements.

Voice Mail & E-mail
All voicemail & email messages will be answered as soon as possible. Messages left
after 4:00pm on Friday will be returned on the next business day.

THRU THE WINDOWS
St. John's Lutheran Church
322 North Molley Street
Pastor Clay Skurdahl, Interim Pastor
Dr. Heather Goertz, Director of Ministry

238-2483 (Church)
238-2958 (Home)
WWW.STJOHNSBENNINGTON.ORGwebsite)
STIJOHNSOFFC@msn.com (Email)

Worship Services
8:30amT raditional with Holy Communion
11:00am Contempor ary*
*Holy Communion will be celebrated on the
First and third Sunday of each month

2008 Church Council
Mert Opfer............. President/Special Funds Treasurer
Bill Dunn.................... Vice President/Music/Worship
Mark Backhuus............. Co-Treasurer/Mutual Ministry
Deb Almquist*................ Co-Current Fund Treasurer
/Mission Share Treasurer
Wayne Andersen........................ Financial Secretary
JmPinegar..........c.ocovei i Secretary/Property
GraceBaty.......ccoooiiiii Evangelism
Dana TompKins...........ccooviiii i, Stewardship
SCOtt PIerson.........cccoovvvii i Stewardship
John McClelland........................Christian Education
DiLoptin.........ccoeevennnen ceeeennnnS0cIAl Ministry
* * * * * *

Youth Director.............cccceeveee. Sharee Maki

Secretary ......oocooevviiiiiennn. Debbie Misfeldt

Organist........ccoeveiieiiiinnnn Michael Bauer

Choir Director........cc.ocoeevveenn... Kerry Frey

Junior Choir Director ............... .Kerry Frey

Pre-school Director................... Nicki Nutter

Bookkeeper..........cooiiiiiiiii, Gail Pfahl

Custodians............. Tom Koziol/Cindy Koziol



