
 

Calling All Members: We Need You! 

Did you know that we need a quorum in order to elect church council 

members and approve the 2009 budget?  So please join us as your voice 

and your vote effects the health and future of St. Johnôs. 

Sunday, January 25, 2009 

This is the day of our annual congregational meeting for 2009.  During 

this meeting, every member of St. Johnôs can vote for the leadership of 

our church, the budget, endowment fund committee member, and other key 

issues.  We will be filling eight vacant seats on the Church Council and we 

need your input.  Typically, annual meetings can be lengthy and             

bittersweet.  However, this year, we are moving forward with an organized 

agenda that limits the length of this meeting.  Please come and see! 

Budget Forums 

We will be hosting Budget Forums on January 11 and January 18 at 9:30 

a.m. in the fellowship hall.  The intent of the Forums is to answer any  

questions and address any concerns or requests related to the annual    

meeting.  The budget information will be distributed at these meetings, 

then during the Annual Meeting we will vote on the budget.  Please submit 

proposed budget amendments to the church office no later than January 

19th by 4:00p.m. The budget will then be presented at the annual meeting 

and any amendments will be addressed first within a 10 minute time limit.  

The 2009 Church Council Nominating Committee members have started the 

search for those called to serve as a Church Council member.  Please contact 

any of the nominating committee representatives or Debbie Misfeldt 

(dmisfeldtsjlc@msn.com, 238-2483) or check your ñSign-Up Opportunitiesò 

form enclosed in the Sunday weekly bulletin if you are interested in running 

for a Church Council position.  We are seeking nominations for four- 1 year 

appointments and four- 3 year appointments. God bless our church with      

leadership as we transition with steadfast love, faithfulness and devotion to 

God and each other!   

Nominating Committee members,  

Jan Braden, Dick Fritz, Greg Stichler, Bev Thomas, and Mary Pat Schmidt 
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 Annual Congregational Meeting 

JANUARY  2009 

CHURCH OFFICE  

MondayðFriday 

8:00 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 

Phone  402-238-2483 

Web Address 

www.stjohnsbennington.org 

Email: stjohnsoffc@msn.com 

January 25, 2009 

9:30 One service only 

10:30 Annual meeting 

(Child Care Provided) 

Potluck immediately  

following. Please bring a 

favorite dish. 

 

ST. JOHNõS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Have YOU considered serving on Church Council? 

Thru the Windows 

ST. JOHNõS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

322 NORTH MOLLEY STREET 
BENNINGTON, NE 68007 

Budget Forums  

Jan 11 and Jan 18 at 9:30 

Fellowship Hall 
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Entering a New Year with Adventure 

I sometimes wonder if I was born 500 years too late, because I love adventure. I can only imagine 

what it was like to sail the Atlantic to the Americas. In my aging childôs mind I still dream of         

exploring the sea and this great land.  I grew up on a farm in West Central Minnesota.  Our farmôs 

creek ran the length of that farm.  With my brother I spent countless hours exploring.  I think thatôs 

why I will enjoy Interim ministry.  It's an Adventure.  Thatôs what the New Year will bring. 

 

In 1975 I moved with my family to Colorado Springs, where a man from our church took me that first 

July to the backside of Pikes Peak, where we traversed uphill on that back side of the mountain to the 

summit. Then we came down Barr trail to Manitou Springs. Yes, there were snow flakes near the 

summit that day in July.  Well from that day on I was hooked on Mountain hikes, big long hard hikes.  

I still love it.  That September we reversed course and started in Manitou Springs up the 13 miles to 

the summit.  But rain changed to snow.  Iôve never been so exhausted in my life.  The snow was a 

foot deep when we reached the summit.  Though the Pikes Peak highway had been closed, thank 

goodness the café was open.  We warmed up and ate enough to make it down the 5 miles to our car. 

 

Later in life I ran the Pikeôs Peak Marathon, then the Denver Marathon.  Altogether I climbed 30 of 

Coloradoôs 14,000 foot mountains and several more than once.  While I never spent time hanging 

from a rope, Iôve been over boulder fields, up dangerous couloirs, carefully stepping along rocky 

ridges and on ledges with 1000 foot drop offs, like Longs Peak. Every single climb was equal to or 

more grueling than a marathon.  And every one was an adventure.  Climbing mountains takes hard 

work and determination. But boy itôs worth it.  It seems like each climb is one step at a time.  The  

secret is to keep going step by step at about 90% of max so as not to stop. It can be one hill after    

another until finally the summit is just one more hill.   

Can you imagine the joy of the summit? 

 

Our Interim process is a mountain hike in reverse.  We go down   

before we go up.  2008 was the journey down the mountain, like  

hiking, going down is more painful and loaded with dangers.  While 

going up takes more energy, itôs full of anticipation and excitement.  

2009 will be our journey up the mountain.  Going up is hard work 

but itôs loaded with wonder and adventure. 

 

Is God calling you to this adventure?  Do you want to make a difference in Christôs church and in 

Bennington?  Do you want to work hard on the Council or Call Committee?  Itôs going to be grueling, 

but oh the Joy.  Is God calling you to excitement and adventure?  Remember God promises to be with 

us each step of the way. 

 

Godôs Love and Peace as we enter this New Yearôs Adventure,   

Rev. Clay  

Reverend Clay Skurdahl Shares 

Is God calling you to this 

adventure?  Do you want 

to make a difference? 
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The snow has fallen.  Winter is here. The days are so cold, and short, 

and dark nights long.  This is a season for renewal.  The winter months 

in Nebraska can be seemingly desolate and depressing.   However, do 

not be deceived.  There is amazing work being done all around us. Just 

as the tulip blossoms multiply and plant roots strengthen during the 

winter, we are rooting ourselves in one of the greatest times in our 

faith lives.  The community of Bennington continues to expand with 

new people and new needs; the congregation welcomes new members 

and visitors weekly; and the ministries within this church are           

extraordinary! God calls us to serve one another by praying, listening 

to His Word, and then taking action.  As said in Exodus 32:34, ñbut 

now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to 

you.ò  Where is God leading you? 

 

Are you looking for a place to go where you can absorb the light?    

Renew your spirit? And strengthen your roots?  St. Johnôs is the Place 

to Be.  The place to Belong, to Believe, to Be still, to Be faithful, to Be 

in ministry for and with each other.  We need you to Be the light in 

someoneôs dark world.  Are you looking for a place to Be more?  I 

think it was Benjamin Franklin that said ñto be what youôve never 

been, you must do what youôve never done.ò  So...be the church.  The 

church is the people, not the building, but you!   

 

What will you Be? There are many opportuni-

ties for ministry within St. Johnôs.  We have 

people in Bennington that have not heard nor 

read the gospels.  We have people here in   

Bennington that are hungry, cold, and abused.  

We have people in Bennington that are sick, 

imprisoned, and strangers.  If you are these 

people, you are not alone.  The church is here 

for you. If you are the church, then how can 

you help these people get to know Christ?   

 

Maybe youôve been blessed with the gifts of  

serving others through song, construction, 

cooking, sewing, leadership, or serviceé.. 

 

The needs are numerous, my friends, and St. 

Johnôs in Bennington is the place to BE. 

   Pray for St. Johnôs, 

   Heather Goertz 

Director of Ministry Shares 

To be what youôve never 

been, you must do what 

youôve never done. 

  2008 CHURCH COUNCIL  

Mert Opfer    President,  

   Special Funds Treasurer  

Bill Dunn    Vice President,  

   Music & Worship  

Mark Backhuus      Co-Treasurer, Mutual Ministry  

Deb Almquist*       Co-Current Fund Treasurer,  

      Mission Share Treasurer 

Wayne Andersen    Financial Secretary 

Jim Pinegar       Secretary, Property     

Dana Tompkins     Stewardship 

Scott Pierson         Stewardship 

John McClelland   Christian Education 

Di Loptin   Social Ministry 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
Director of Youth Ministry  Sharee Maki 

Office Administrator            Debbie Misfeldt 

Organist    Michael Bauer 

Choir Director   Kerry Frey 

Junior Choir Director   Kerry Frey 

Pre-school Director  Nicki Nutter 

Bookkeeper   Gail Pfahl 

Custodians   Tom and Cindy Koziol 



 

   The children of Kidôs Kingdom had a very busy December! On   

Thursday, Dec. 11th, all four classes presented the first Christmas        

program for parents, grandparents, family and church members.         

Everyone did a wonderful job! Our thanks to Dr. Goertz for welcoming 

the families while the children were preparing, to Wayne Andersen for 

running our DVD on the big screens, and to Fred Barnhard and Debbie 

Misfeldt for assisting with the sound system. We couldnôt have done it 

without you! 

  When we return to school following Christmas break on January 6th,  

we will begin registration for Fall 2009. Currently enrolled families and 

church members will have priority registration during the month of   

January only. If you are a church member and have a little one turning 

three by October 15, 2009, weôd love to give you a tour and answer any     

questions you may have. You may call the preschool office at 290-5014 

between the hours of 8:30a.m. and 4:00p.m. to schedule a tour or request 

information. 

  Enrollment will open to the Bennington community on February 1st. If 

you know of anyone in the area who may be seeking preschool classes 

for their three through five year old, please pick up a card or brochure 

and pass it on! Weôd love to fill the classes by spring. 

   The preschool and Sunday school response to the food donation request 

was terrific! Thank you to all who contributed. Many families will have 

brighter holidays with a full pantry! God bless you all!  

  May your New Year be warm and wonderful! 

     Nicki Nutter, Director 

 ̈We hope you enjoyed the childrenôs Christmas program on 

Dec 14.  The kids worked very hard every Sunday and during 

rehearsal to learn their music and memorize lines.   

 ̈Sunday School classes resume on January 4th at 9:30. 

 ̈On January 25, Kingdom Quest will meet at 9:30am and will 

dismiss early at 10:30. Please bring your children upstairs as 

child care will be available so that you can vote at the annual  

meeting.  Then, no need to go home and cook lunch, just stay 

for the potluck luncheon immediately   following the annual 

meeting. 

KingdomQuest Sunday School News 
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Kidôs Kingdom Preschool News 

Pre-school Registration 

begins January for 

current students and 

church members.  

February begins all-

student registration. 

We love       

because He 

first loved us.  

(1 John 4:19) 



 

Donõt let anyone look 
down on you because you 

are young, but set an  
example for the believers 
in speech, in life, in love, 

in faith, and in purity.  

1 Timothy  4:12 
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December didnôt seem to last long, as the Confirmation classes have 

been busy learning and growing.  The 6th grade class continues on their 

journey through the Old and New Testaments. The 7th and 8th grade 

classes have studied about the Holy Spirit, the Church and Saints,    

Forgiveness, and Resurrection and Eternal Life.   

Nine 7th graders and one 8th grader embarked on an Urban 

Plunge, spending an entire weekend serving at 9 different ministries 

within inner-city Omaha.  Urban Plunge is a unique weekend mission 

trip experience. Iôm so pleased to report that they went with open 

minds, open hearts, ready to leap out of their comfort zones and serve 

where Godôs helpers are needed.  A special thanks to Ron Hartman 

for braving the weekend with us and serving along side the youth, and 

to Doug Laaker for providing transportation for our journey home. 

Ten 6th graders spent a weekend at Okoboji, thanks to         

chaperones Stacy Brown and Kelly Witt !  They had an  awesome ex-

perience as they contemplated the meaning of 1 John 4:19  ñWe love 

because He first loved usò for their own lives. 

As this newsletter goes to press, we are watching the forecast 

and lining up the hayracks for some Christmas caroling through the 

community, our final gathering of Confirmation students for 2008!  

      

    Be blessed,   

     Sharee Maki 

Bennington Youth Group 
After a month or so of paintballing, serving soup and sandwiches, 

thinking through our choices in relationship to our Christianity, etc., 

weôre now gearing up for ways to serve more within the congregation 

and also ways to reach out beyond the St. Johnôs campus.  Expect to 

see more of the youth as we are learning to use our unique God-given talents to bring Him glory 

through serving communion, singing, acting, and more!  And, not wanting to keep our ñreason for 

hopeò to ourselves, weôve issued a challenge to the youth to see who can bring in the most friends 

to youth group in January. 

Four youth and two chaperones will be attending the National Youth Gathering in July, so 

be watching for their fundraisers as the trip will be expensive for their families, and let us know if 

youôd like to make a donation or help out with fundraising efforts in any way! 

Exciting things are brewing, and we canôt wait to see what the new year will bring! I would 

love to hear from you so feel welcome to call or email me (shareesjlc@live.com) with your 

thoughts and ideas. 

       Confirmation News 

Director of Youth Ministry Shares 
BYG 

News 



 

  

 

 

Fair Trade Sales 

January 11 

in Narthex between services 

Coffee, Tea, Cocoa,  

Hot Chocolate, Nuts 

and Chocolate Bars 

 

Winter Retreat 

January 17th 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Grand Island, NE 

 

General Meeting 

January 27th 

7:00 p.m. 

Hostesses ï Faith Circle 

Annette, Emily, Jane & Karen 

 

Spring Gathering 

February 28th 

Luther Memorial Lutheran 

Omaha, NE 

  

 

 

All Women are Welcome! 

 

Faith Circle Bible Study   

 January 13 at 1:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Lesson Leader: Doris Gottsch 

Refreshments: Dorothy Reimers 

 

Rejoice Circle Bible Study  

January 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 

Lesson/Refreshments  

Debbie Almquist 

Check out this website!  www.boldcafe.org 

Café is a free, monthly on-line magazine for young 

women offered by Women of the ELCA.   Women of all 

ages are reading it!   

Café stands for  

Community Advocacy Faith Enlightenment 

Winter Retreat 2009 

The theme for the retreat is 

 ñMy Place in Mission Field 

Nebraska.ò 

  

See Emily Laaker or check the 

bulletin board for  

registration forms.   

Cost is $18.00  

 

Registrations due Jan. 8th 

We will carpool to  

Grand Island.  

Please support the Western 

Douglas County Food Pantry 

Place items in the shopping 

carts located in the lower level 

entry and fellowship hall en-

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle! 

Three tubs have been placed in 

the  fellowship hall south entry, 

The tubs are marked for plastic, 

tin, and glass and they are to be 

used for items used at St. Johnôs 

church activities. Plastic gro-

cery bags may be included but 

not bread wrappers, etc. Card-

board and paper are also being 

recycled.  
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St. Johnôs Women in Action 

Young Women of the ELCA ï BE BOLD! 
Be FIT 

Faith Intensity Training  

A womenôs exercise program will 

begin in February.  This training 

uses faith to guide us through an 

intensive physical fitness program.  

For information, contact  

drheathergoertz@yahoo.com. 



 

Quilterôs Prayer of  

Thankfulness 

Lord, thank you for blessing 

me with the ability to 

quilt.  Thank You for the 

joy, peace and blessing it 

brings into my life.  It is a 

gift that has brought me 

countless hours of pleasure 

and enjoyment.  Father, I 

return this gift to You.  Use 

this talent to serve Your      

purpose in the world.  Bless 

each item I quilt so it        

radiates Your love to the  

person who will receive it. 

THRU THE W INDOWS PAGE 7 

 Tact: the ability to give someone a shot in the arm without them 

feeling the needleé 

Are you available to God at anytime?  Can He change your plans with-

out you becoming resentful?  As a servant, you donôt get to pick and 

choose when or where you will serve.  Being a servant means giving up 

the right to control your schedule and allowing God to interrupt it 

whenever he needs to. 

 If you will remind yourself at the start of every day that you are 

Godôs servant, interruptions wonôt frustrate you as much, because your 

agenda will be whatever God wants to bring into your life.  Servants 

see interruptions as divine appointments for ministry and are happy for 

the opportunity to practice serving. 

 In December we met only on Monday, Dec. 8th because of      

inclement weather.  The following seven ladies met: Addie Backhuus, 

Sarah Misfeldt, Norma Collins, Suzanne Kirby, Lorene Andersen, 

Delores Thorell, and Betty Deardoff.  We were able to tie and complete 

three full size quilts and two baby quilts.  On December 10th, 10 quilts 

were delivered to Open Door Mission, two baby quilts  to the Lydia 

House, and two went to a family in Bennington.  This is a single 

mother raising two children on her own.  In November, when we      

delivered quilts for the Lutheran World Relief, we also delivered 110 

complete school kits that are desperately needed in other countries.  

 Thanks to everyone who contributed fabric, school supplies, 

sewing, cutting and making quilts, school bags, and everything needed 

to assist the quilters in making life easier for others.  We are still in 

need of fabric to continue making quilts for ñthose in needò. If you 

have fabric that you can share with us, please do, we can use it.            

    

Quilters in Action 

Cell Phone Recycling 

Did you know that in the USA, more than half a    billion cell phones are not being used and are 

ready for recycling?  Another 11   million are added to that monthly!   If you have old cell phones, 

please bring them to the recycle box in the narthex.  Women of the ELCA have teamed up with 

the Womenôs Funding Network and the Good Deed Foundation to recycle 250,000 cell phones by 

May 1, 2009! Money raised through the recycling campaign will be used to support programs that 

lift women and families out of poverty.  Phones are used to provide 911 emergency phones for sen-

ior citizens and people at risk.  Some of the phones    donated are given to people who need a way to 

summon help. Also,  this helps provide lasting solutions to climate change, Any phone that does not 

end up in a landfill is a cell phone that is not adding to pollution.   

é serve one another in 

love.  Galatians 5:13 



 

SNOW REMOVAL  

Help is needed with snow      

removal on the sidewalk area 

around the Church building 

this winter.  We need those 

who can help in the daytime 

during the week and on  

Sunday morning before    

services.  We need those 

who can run the tractor with 

the snow blade, snow blower 

and are able to scoop, sweep 

and spread ice melt where 

necessary.  Please sign up to 

help during these times.  

Thank You.  
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WHEELS 4 CHRIST  

Wheels 4 Christ is in       

desperate need of additional 

volunteer drivers to help 

provide needed              

transportation to those in our 

congregation and           

community.  These          

volunteer drivers are needed, 

usually between 7:45 am and 

4 pm daily, Monday thru 

Sunday for no more than 

three hours at a time.   A 

church owned and insured 

car is available to provide 

the transportation.   Please 

contact Bill Dunn,            

Operations Manager @ 238-

2659 or Clancy Laaker,         

Committee Chair @ 238-

2583 if you are available on 

an emergency basis or you 

would like to be an           

occasional driver. This is an 

AWESOME Ministry of our 

congregation and meets a 

very important need. 

 Storage Shed For Sale 

Pastor Price has a four year old 

8' X 12' X 8ôwood storage  

shed (Tuff Shed ) with an     

asphalt shingle roof located in 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

Member Needed 

  

St. Johnôs Endowment     

Committee needs one new 

member to help oversee and 

manage the endowment funds 

that exist to improve the over-

all effectiveness of the church. 

Please contact the church    

office to serve. 

the back of the youth 

HEALTH MINISTRY  

Health Care providers are 

needed to continue our  

Parish Care Team within 

St. Johnôs to help people 

with various health care 

needs & programs.   

Please notify the church 

office  if you work in 

health care. 

Needs and Service Opportunities 
Call the office at 238-2483 or email dmisfeldtsjlc@msn.com to inquire. 

Campbellôs Soup Labels are 

being collected and can be 

put in the box  below the 

church mailboxes. 

All committee  

Financial Reports are 

due January 3rd to 

drheathergoertz 

@yahoo.com 

Coffee Fellowship Hour Updates Effective January 4 

We would love to have more participation in our Coffee Fellowship 

Hour which is held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday morning beginning 

at 9:30am.  To help with this, we will be asking for everyoneôs support. 

This is great time for people to share in fellowship, and also for parents 

to get acquainted while your children are in Kingdom Quest.  Please stop 

by the fellowship hall to sign up to sponsor a Sunday.  This would re-

quire each family to supply 2 dozen ñtreatsò to share, serve, and clean-

up. Treats can be your favorite recipe, donuts, bagels, etc.    
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CHURCH OFFICE INFO  

Monthly Publication  

The due date for information for the 

ñThru the Windows,ò is the 15th of 

each month.. Please submit all articles 

to dmisfeldtsjlc@msn.com  

 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday are 8:00am-

4:00pm.  The church staff meets at 

9:30am on Tuesdays.  Usually there 

are volunteers to    answer the phones 

during that time. If not, the phone will 

go to voicemail. Occasionally, the staff 

will have lunch off-site on Tuesdays so 

please call before coming to make sure 

we are here.  If you need access to the 

church at other times, please call and 

we will work with you to make other 

arrangements. 

Joys and Concerns 

 ̈Prayers of comfort and  

healing to the Braden    

Family in the recent deaths 

of Kevinôs father, Warren 

Braden, and Janôs father, 

Lowell Trumm. 

 ̈Prayers of joy for the birth 

of Mark and Angela 

Sukrawôs daughter Kathe-

rine Marie born on Decem-

ber 16. Grandparents: Ken 

and Miriam Sukraw; Fred 

and Cindy Barnhard. 

 ̈Prayers of thanks and praise  

to all who provided food 

and help for the BYG Soup 

and Sandwich luncheon on 

Dec. 14, both youth and 

adults.  We had a great turn 

out and plenty of food to go 

around.  Thanks again to all 

who made this possible ð

your generosity and service 

are very much appreciated! 

 ̈A memorial has been given 

by Lois Petersen in memory 

of her husband, Orville and 

son, Roger and son-in-law 

Larry Mills. 

 ̈Prayers of praise and thanks 

to Heather Roth, Sonya 

Tompkins, Mary Carol 

Junker, Kelly Witt, Annette 

McClelland, Michelle Pier-

son, Jan Braden, Kerry 

Frey, Julie Rothermand, 

Carol  Dimauro, and the 

many servants that helped 

with the KingdomQuest 

Christmas program! 

  

 

 ̈Prayers of thanks and 

praise to Jeff and  

Elizabeth Pooley and 

Reid Japp for hauling 

our Confirmation group 

around on hayracks for 

caroling!  The awesome 

and chilly evening was 

made possible because 

of all of the parents and 

others who helped out 

in various ways!  And 

"way to go!" pre-teens 

and teens--thanks for 

sharing your energy, 

voices, and love of our 

Savior with the       

community!  

 ̈Bible Bandits  thank 

everyone that dedicated 

a bible to the church.  

We met our goal of 200 

Bibles in the pews just 

in time for Christmas. 

 ̈Thanks for the prayers 

for Madison Mildward, 

daughter of Kip and 

Amy (Frahm)        

Mildward, whose  

adoption was finalized 

on December 15. 

 ̈Congratulations to   

Tyler and Kimberly 

Fritz on the birth of 

their son Evan Tyler 

Fritz born on December 

2. Evan's grandparents 

are Dick Fritz, the late 

Sherry Fritz; Mike and 

Merci Kruger 

LOOKING AHEAD in 2009  

 ̈Parents of Teens 

Are you the parent of a teenage child?  

Sharee Maki will be hosting a        

parenting class for you to explore and 

discuss the needs of youth today, the 

survival strategies for parents, and 

how we can all come together 

through Christ.  Please contact the 

church office to register. 

 ̈Marriage in 2009?        

Rev. Clay will be hosting orientation 

classes for those couples wanting to 

be married in 2009.  These introduc-

tory classes will be held on Feb. 8 

and Feb. 22 at 9:30 a.m.  

 ̈Branson-Eureka Springs Trip 

Everyone is welcome to join us for 

the Branson-Eureka Springs, Mis-

souri trip scheduled for September 

17-20, 2009.  We are  trying to keep 

the cost under $500 per person.  

Openings are still available. Call Jodi 

Pooley @ 238-2109 for information. 



 

SPECIAL BLESSINGS TO: 

Mary Weberg, 81 

Erma Trisler, 81 

Dorothy Bauermeister, 82 

Duane & Helene Braesch, 55 years 

Doug & Mindi Laaker, 20 years 
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1 Amond Ohms 

Diane Ryan 

2 Karen Boever 

Carol Loptin 

3 Erma Christianson 

Becky Mills 

Lana Murphy 

Kelly Weberg 

4 Meade Laaker 

5 Autumn McDaniel 

Mary Weberg 

Lillianne Howard 

Katie Misfeldt 

6 Dorothy Bauermeister 

Richard Musel 

Gage Reed 

Pat Taylor 

7  John Christensen 

Dee Clark 

8  Courtney Kinser 

John Klabunde 

Steven Staats 

Cynthia Barnhard 

Jamie Stastny 

10 Amy Laaker 

 Marlene Reed 

 Erma Trisler 

11  Lori Armstrong 

 Tim Sass 

13  Danielle Oôrourke 

 Katy Bridgeford 

14 Donna VanBuren 

16  Tayler Goertz 

17 Mary Mueller 

 Cathy Price 

 Connie Smith 

18  Mark Misfeldt 

Trent Omer 

19  Duane Braesch 

20  Wally Boever 

Clancy Laaker 

21  Erin Backhuus 

Holly Peterson 

Caydence Simmons 

22  Jonathan Mahon 

Justin Mahon 

            Keegan Bourg 

23  Cody Sandstedt 

24 Brandon Pierson 

Brock Pierson 

Austyn Flesner 

25 Gene Baldwin 

Justin Grothendick 

David Price 

26 Carol Stephens 

Kip Mildward 

27 Connor Stichler 

28 Tim Sass 

Brenda Teller 

30 Jim Bonge 

Derek Slechta 

Lena Smith 

31 Lonny Japp 

Maya Wallingford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY  

ANNIVERSARIES  

16  Doug & Mindi Laaker 

Duane & Helen Braesch 

26  Mark & Susan Coe 

27 Jeff & Elizabeth Pooley 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

JANUARY WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Lectors  8:30 11:00 

Jan 4  Fred Barnhard Chris Tomjack 

Jan 11   Wade Junker Chris Tomjack 

Jan 18   David Mills Chris Tomjack 

Jan 25   Jane Frost (9:30 only)  
 

Acolytes 

Jan 4  8:30  Zach Goertz, Nicole Japp 

 11:00  Bailey Hartman 

Jan 11  8:30 Gage Reed, Megan Witt 

 11:00  Madison Pooley 

Jan 18  8:30 Gage Reed, Megan Witt 

 11:00  Madison Pooley 

Jan 25  9:30 Daniel & Jacob Bressman 
 

Greeters (entire month) 

January 8:30  Ted & Suzanne Kirby  

January 11:00  The Curtis Family 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

New Yearôs 

Dayðoffice 

closed 

2 3 

Annual Report 

Year End and 

Financials Due 

4 

8:30  Worship (with 

Holy Communion) 

9:30-10:45  

Kingdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee/Rolls           

11:00 Contemporary 

Worship (communion) 

5 

7:00pm  

Evangelism 

Team Meeting 

6 

7:00pm  

Church  

Council  

Meeting 

7 

9am Over 60 

5pm Jr. Choir      

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

7:30pm BYGs 

8:00pm Exultation  

8 

9:30am Premier 

Club  

FH 

9 

6-8pm Girls 

Scouts 

FH 

10 

11 

8:30  Worship (with 

Holy Communion) 

9:30-10:45  

Kingdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee/Rolls           

9:30am Budget Forums      

11am Contemporary 

12 

9:00am Quilters  

(all day) 

13 

9:00am Quilters  

(half day) 

1:30 Faith Circle 

14 

9am Over 60 

5pm Jr. Choir      

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

7:30pm BYGs 

8:00pm Exultation  

15 16 

2:00 pm-

6:45pm  

Community 

Blood drive FH 

17 

10:00ð11:30 

Girl Scouts  

LL 

18 

8:30am  Worship (with 

Holy Communion) 

9:30-10:45  

Kingdom Quest 

9:30 Coffee/Rolls           

9:30 Budget Forums       

9:45 Thrivent 

11:00 Contemporary 

19 

12:00 (noon) 

Keenagers 

20 

7pm-Wedding  

Coordinators 

Mtg 

 

7pm Rejoice 

Circle 

21 

9am Over 60 

5pm Jr. Choir      

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

7:30pm BYGs 

8:00pm Exultation  

22 23 24 

25 Note time change 

of worship 

9:30 Worship 

9:30ð10:30 

Kingdom Quest 

10:30 Annual Meeting 

and Potluck Luncheon 

6:00pm Scout Pak Mtg  

26 27 28 

9am Over 60 

5pm Jr. Choir      

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

7:30pm BYGs 

8:00pm Exultation  

29 30 31 

January 2009 



 

Sharing Christôs message through Christmas Caroling on a cold winterôs night. 

Insert Mailing Label Here  

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church 
322 North Molley Street 

Bennington, NE 68007 

Reverand Clay Skurdahl, Interim  

Dr. Heather Goertz, Director of Ministry 

402-238-2483 (Church) 

www.stjohnsbennington.org 

STJOHNSOFFC@msn.com 

 

Sunday Worship Services  
8:30 Traditional with Holy Communion 

11:00 Contemporary*    

*Holy Communion will be celebrated on 

the First and Third Sundays 
 

Sunday School for 3 year olds through 

6th grade meets weekly at 9:30 a.m.  


