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             JULY 2007 
 
 

ACOLYTES 
To be announced 

    
GREETERS 
July 1 
8:30am  Grace Baty, Doris Ostronic 
10:00am  Deb Fuchser, Sonya & Sarah Tompkins 

 
July 8 
8:30am     Karen Anderson, Grace Baty 
10:00am  Deb Fuchser, Sonya & Sarah Tompkins 

 
 

July 15 
8:30am   Karen Anderson, Doris Ostronic 
10:00am Deb Fuchser, Sonya & Sarah Tompkins 

 
 

July 22 
8:30am     Grace Baty, Gloria Jacobsen 
10:00am   Sonya & Sarah Tompkins 

 
July 29 
8:30am Karen Anderson, Gloria Jacobsen 
10:00am  TBD 

 
          
 
 
 
 



ALTAR COMMITTEE 
Early-Lois Musel 
Late:  Bev Thomas-Musel 

             Betty Deardoff 
 
 

COMMUNION HELPERS 
8:30am   Jim Bonge       

 
 

USHERS 
July 1 
8:30am Dennis & Freddie Schroeder  
10:00am  Dana & James Tompkins 

 
July 8 
8:30am  Winston Andersen, David Mills                       
10:00am Dana & James Tompkins  

 
July 15 
8:30am  Butch & JoAnn Redel 

                         10:00am Dana & James Tompkins 
 

July 22 
8:30am  David Mills             
10:00am  Dana & James Tompkins 

 
 

July 29 
8:30am Dennis & Freddie Schroeder  
10:00am  TBD 

 
 
 

Greetings Members and friends of St. John’s, 
 
I hope that June was a wonderful month for you and that you were able to 
take part in the Bennington Daze celebration and that you are now looking 
forward to celebrate the Fourth of July. 
 
Diane Frizzell, our new Preschool Director, will be working hard the next two 
months to get our new preschool ready to open in September.  This new 
ministry to the congregation will serve the members of St. John’s and the 
young families in our community.   
 
On Saturday, July 14, St. John’s Men’s Ministry is inviting members to come 
to the Fellowship Hall at 7:15 for breakfast, and then to help them begin 
installing the chain link fencing for the Preschool playground located just 
outside the Sunday school area.  We will also be working inside setting up 
the preschool classrooms for the Fall.  So come for a few hours and help us 
get this new ministry ready.   
 
I also want to tell you about a fun event coming up here at 
St. John’s on Sunday, August 5, from 10am to 2pm, our 
1st Annual Community Block Party.  We are planning to 
have one Worship Service at 10am with grilled hot dogs, 
grilled freshly picked sweet corn and cowboy beans and 
drinks, plus all kinds of outdoor games for the families and 
kids to compete in and prizes.  Our own Praise Team, “Exultation,” will be 
performing outside for us.  We are hoping this will become a fun family event, 
and that it will help raise funds for a Preschool Scholarship Fund to provide 
tuition assistance for needy preschool age children and for preschool 
supplies.   
 
So mark your calendars and get ready to have fun as we enjoy the days of 
summer and being together with family and friends.  See you in church!  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Jim Price      
 
 
 
 



Did you Know … 
 
Sunday, July 15 will be a special day 
for Pastor Price.?  
 

Our congregation will recognize his 10 years of service in the ministry. 
            Cake and coffee will be served after both services. 
                                5:00pm Potluck Celebration 
Everyone, come for a potluck supper in the Fellowship Hall and please bring your 
favorite “dish” to share. 
A fun filled evening is planned for all ages. 

Mark your Calendars! 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the Annual Pie and 
Ice Cream Social of the Good Shepherd Home in Blair which will be 
held on Sunday, July 8, from 2-4pm.  Our church has been asked to 
furnish four pies.  If  you would like to make pies, you may bring them 

to church on Sunday, July 8, and I will take them there. 
                                                                  Lorene Andersen 

Michael Bauer and Marie Rubis Bauer to Perform Complete Organ Works of 
Dieterich Buxtehude  

Next Recital: 
July 22,  2007 at 3:00 p.m. 

Saint Cecilia Cathedral 
May 9th, 2007 was the 300th anniversary of the death of the famous German 
Lutheran composer Dieterich Buxtehude. Buxtehude was the greatest German 
organ composer prior to Bach and one of Bach’s principal mentors. In 
commemoration of this anniversary our organist, Michael Bauer, and his wife, Marie 
Rubis Bauer, the Director of Music-Cathedral Organist at Saint Cecilia Cathedral in 
Omaha, will perform a series of eight recitals over the course of two years. Four 
programs will be performed at Saint Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha, and four different 
programs will be performed in Lawrence, Kansas where Michael Bauer teaches at 
the University of Kansas. The first Omaha concert in this series will be held Sunday  
July 22nd at 3:00 p.m. at Saint Cecilia Cathedral. The event is free and open to the 
public. The Bauers would love to see members of St. Johns who are free that 
afternoon. Please come join them and experience the combination of a beautiful 
cathedral, a lovely organ, a superb acoustic and wonderful music.  
 

 

“Together, we live love with the grace and courage of Jesus!”  

Each year, rostered leaders and elected lay voting members from congregations 
come together as an Assembly to deal with the purposes, functions, 
and directions of synodical ministries. 
 

Nebraska Synod dealt with these resolutions in 2007 : 
Approved 
�  2008 Budget & 2008 Compensation Guidelines 
�  Special Offering Focus for 2008 
�  host a Tanzania Companion Synod delegation and 
     receive a special offering with a goal of $15,000, to celebrate  
      15 years of ministry together at Assembly 2008; 
�  encourage congregations to recruit World Hunger contact team; 
     hold at least 2 events in 2007 to lift up our ELCA WH program, 
     increase WH giving by 25% or a minimum of $10 per member 
     to fund WH; and encourage each cluster to recommend a person to  
     WH Committee for one term; 
�  encourage congregations to do an energy audit, and 
     to sign up for the Advocacy program on energy policies, and 
     declare Nebraska Synod a “Green Synod”. 
Referred 
�  To PMA Steering Committee that synod compensate instructors 
      of Parish Ministry Associates; 
�  To Synod Council, resolution about immigration and 
      resolution about future Assembly dates 
Defeated 
�  Memorialize ELCA to close Lutheran Office for Goverment Affairs 
     Each year, rostered leaders and elected lay voting members from     
     Congregations come together as an Assembly to deal with the    
     purposes, functions, and directions of synodical ministries. 

Thank You!  Assembly & Festival Offerings 
Nebraska Synod Campus Ministry $8,800 

Lutheran World Federation Augusta Victoria Hospital $5,400 
 

 
 
 

Grace, Gratitude, Giving 
Living a Generous Life 

2008 Nebraska Synod Assembly May 30-June 1 at Grand Island 
 



Together we live love with the grace and courage of Jesus 
That’s our Mission as Nebraska Synod. 

 
     With verbal and video vignettes, Bishop David deFreese shared his 
learnings about our Nebraska Synod over the past year. 
     Bishop deFreese showed examples of exciting Bible study 
groups and mission ministries in some of our churches, and lifted 
up our synodical Strategic Plan. 
     Bishop also told how he describes “our church” when he is in 
conversations with strangers: 
 

Let me tell you about our church: 
• We have over 260 preaching points. 
 

• Last year we had 1,891 children and 145 adults baptized 
 

• We have multicultural ministries – Asian, Lakota, Hispanic, 
   African American, Sudanese, the best Prison Ministry in 
   the whole United States. 
 
• We have 2 church colleges, great institutions for the aging, 
   an agency for the developmentally disabled, counseling 
   galore, immigration services and adoption help. 
 

• We went on hundreds of mission trips this year, 
   especially to the Gulf Coast but also to Tanzania, 
   Honduras, Haiti. 
 

• We gave millions to fight World Hunger. 
 

• We have over 38,000 in worship each week… 
That’s us, Nebraska Synod! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School at Avalanche Ranch 
 Seventy children took “a wild ride thru God’s word at St 
John’s Bible school, June 11 through the 15th.  

  
It was a working ranch – and it worked because of a massive team effort 
from many members of St. John’s.  Thanks to all of you – if we miss your 
name it isn’t because we didn’t appreciate your efforts.  It’s very hard keeping 
track of all you ranch hands. 
  
Trail Boss’ (general coordinators): Chris Tomjack, Michelle Pierson, and 
Mary Carol Junker. 
  
Crafts: Sandra Kander, Karen Anderson, Tori Hale, and Marcia Weberg. 
  
Chuckwagon Snacks:  Pat Mahoney, Gloria Jacobsen, Marcia Weberg, and 
many members of St. John’s. 
  
Games:  Kathy Andersen, Jessica Curtsinger. 
  
Wild West Adventure-storytellers-Jane Frost, Bill Dunn, Samantha Japp. 
  
Wild West Theater:  Deb Sass, Annette Kay, Meade Laaker. 
  
Opening, showtime, roundup and closing and general trail boss: Sonya Tompkins. 
  

Music: Christina Wilcox. 
  

Teachers: Jodi Pooley, Leanna Flynn, Emily Laaker, Roxanne Lenhart,  
Janiece Coe, Mary Pat Schmidt, Virginia Willats. 
  

Teen Trail Hands:  Trevor Bohn, Colton Loftus, Kyle Fuchser, Michaela Noble,  
Erin Westfall, Kaitlin Carl, Shelby Sass, Micah Peterson, Liz Kuker,  
Alexandrea Madison, and Megan Nelson. 
 
Teen Trails Hands Boss:  Jeremy Hansen 
 
Float drivers:  Danny Mohr, Jordan Mohr 
  

The suppliers of saddles and other essentials for a well working ranch – many of 
you.                                 Again, many, many thanks to all.   



 Items that were dropped off to be used as our Western props, can be picked 
up in the Commons Area-lower level. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supplied the delicious cookies for Vacation Bible 
School. Your cookie containers can be picked up in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
A BIG THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED W ATER! 
Almost 2000 water bottles were distributed along the parade route along with 
pamphlets inviting everyone to worship at St. John’s and to receive the news  
 “Jesus is the Good Shepherd who will lead you to springs of Living Water and 
Eternal Life.” 
  
 A super big thanks to: Hy-vee for cooling all the water and to  
        No Frills, Bakers, Bag N Save, Walmart and Hy-vee  for donating water.   
 

        Doris Ostronic for getting the stores to donate water, 
 

        Harry Junker for taking all the water at church to Hy-vee to be cooled 
 

         Jim and Micah Peterson for procuring the pickup and for lugging all that water   
         back and forth to the Hy-veer coolers. 
  
A triple BIG THANKS to those walking in the parade: Irvin, Helen & Cody 
Bridgeford, Roxanne Lenhart, Julie & Lori Rothermund, Pastor Jim & Cathy Price, 
Ann Weidner, Wade & Allison Junker, Micah Peterson and friend, and for Jim 
Peterson for driving the truck. 
  
 
 
THANK YOU!! 
We would like to express a big heartfelt thank you to the congregation for your 
thoughtful words, deeds and prayers at the time of Sherry’s death with a special 
thanks to Pastor Jim and Cathy for their unending support. 
 
While many of you did not know Sherry personally, due to her many illnesses, she 
was grateful for all your thoughts and prayers and felt them as well. 
God Bless each and everyone, 
From myself, children and grandchildren, 
    Dick Fritz 
 
 

 
The New Hymnal—Evangelical Lutheran Worship.   Members of the Worship and 
Music Committee will again be in the narthex to accept payment between services, 
9:30 to 10:00 o’clock, every Sunday this summer.  The cost of each book is $20.00.  
The question has been asked whether some of our old favorite hymns are in the 
new hymnal.  YES—350 of the hymns in the LBW (the green book) and 160 in WOV 
(the blue book) are also in the new hymnal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from your Thrivent representatives from St. John’s  
 Mark your calendars now.  September 18, 2007.  Thrivent is inviting all to 
come with us on our annual Bus Trip.  More information to follow soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TV needed! (new or slightly used)  
Adult Education is in need of a TV with VHS/DVD player to be 
used in the fall. For additional information, please call the church office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Do ever wonder what it takes to put on an amazing  
firework show?  Each year growing up, we would have the opportunity 
to watch the best firework shows on Skyview Lake.  This show would 
be put on by the famous Gucci Brothers and what a show it was.  My 
three brothers and I would then try to put on a show of our own for our 
family and neighbors.  We could never quite do the justice intended but 
it was still fun.  You see putting on a great firework show one must have 
impeccable timing.  This is so each and every firework goes off in  
sequence and the show tells a wonderful story.   
 You see a great firework display is much like our life with God.  
God is often ready to light our fuse at all the right times; however, we 
miss the timing with God as we zoom by that moment placing each of 
ourselves as the person that must then do the fixing and lighting of the 
fuse.  If we would pause and wait for the God to call and light us up, we 
would find that we could become that firework that illuminates the night 
sky and shares the love that God has in store for all of us. 
 In June the eight of us made the trip to Mississippi to be part of 
the Nebraska synod mission trip.  We look forward to sharing our 
experience and the stories from our trip.  Look for opportunity to listen 
to our experiences coming up soon. 
      Rock On!  Jeremy  

I know the summer months are busy but if you still have any 
course work that is incomplete we need you to come and get 
that done.  Your catechism is small, so take it with you on that 
vacation or ball trip. Let’s get your memory work completed.   
In a short time school will begin and confirmation will get 
back into the swing as well so don’t hesitate any longer.  
 
      Rock On!  Jeremy 

Sr.  High Events and Retreats... 
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 2  
Prayers 2 Christ 

Prayer requests are forwarded to our email list of over 30 people using the bcc 
address line.  If you have a prayer request email, juliedunn5@cox.net; fill out 
your Worship Registration sheet on Sunday; or by phone 238-2659, 238-2483 
To join our prayer group, send a message via email to juliedunn5@cox.net. 

  We all know the power of prayer. 
July  1-Pray for our continued Independence to practice our faith. 
July  8-Pray for summer vacations to be restful and safe 
July 15-Pray for the success of our ministry events 
July 22-Pray for farmers and their crops 
July 29-Pray that we become “tellers of our faith”. 
As we move into the Fall 40 Days of Purpose: 

�  Pray for each person involved in the leadership and inner workings of the 
40 Days of Purpose campaign to rely on God’s sufficiency and strength. 

�  Pray for unity, harmony, and lasting friendships to develop among team 
members. 

�  Pray for the physical health and stamina of all pastors, staff, and lay 
leaders on the Campaign Team. 

�  Pray for the effective communication of plans between the campaign 
leaders and the church staff and ministry leaders. 

�  Pray for God’s anointing power to accomplish great things through each 
team member. 

 
“And he has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness.’ Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me.” 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NAS) 
 
"Praying with a burden is probably the most neglected aspect of prayer. As a result, 
we often pray burdenless prayers. We repeat the same old requests over and over, 
but with no heart or sense of urgency."  
  
“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 
and blameless until the day of Christ.” Philippians 1:9-11 (NIV) 

National Health Observances  

 July Observances  2007 
Dates  

 Eye Injury Prevention Month 1-31 
Fireworks Safety Month (through July 4)  Jun 1 - Jul 4 
 Hemochromatosis Screening Awareness Month 1-31 
 Hospitality House Week (4th Sunday) 22-28 
 International Group B Strep Awareness Month 1-31 
 International Massage Week (3rd Sunday) 15-21 
 Sobriety Checkpoint Week, National 30 - Jul 4 
 Therapeutic Recreation Week, National ( 8-14 
 UV Safety Month 1-31 
 
“One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty 
acts.”  

Psalm 145:4 (NIV) 
 

The Lutheran Course to be offered this fall 
The Lutheran Handbook is a field guide to church stuff, everyday stuff and the Bible.  
The course is a guide to Lutheran theology and culture. 
If you haven’t seen the handbook, be prepared to see a winking Martin Luther on the 
cover.  Luther’s theology is a series of paradoxes-sinner/saint, law/gospel, 
hidden/revealed.  Serious formal scholarship combined with humor makes this 
course uplifting as well as informative.  In 7 short weeks, new Lutherans, old 
Lutherans and everyone in between will enjoy a refreshing look at our faith. 
Seven fundamental issues of Lutheranism will be covered and the Lutheran 
Handbook will be a valuable tool to further your faith. Our life as Lutherans can be 
done with a sense of humor and love for our neighbors. Do you know? 

A. How to tell the difference between the law and the gospel. 
B. Five things about the Lutheran Reformation. 
C. The anatomy of a baptism 
D. How to receive communion 
E. The three most rebellious things Jesus did. 
F. How to read the Bible. 
G. How to share your faith with someone. 

Watch for the time and place to learn the answers. 
 
 
 



Giving the gift of LIFE. 
 
St John’s Wellness Committee with Carol Iltzsch as chair, has become the sponsor 
of the Red Cross Blood Drives in Bennington.   
About 45 minutes of your time and a pint of your blood could save a life of an 
accident victim, a neighbor who is having surgery, a child undergoing cancer 
treatments.   About 10% of the population has never given blood.  Of the rest, most 
say they have never been asked or don’t know how to give blood.  Each day the 
demand for life saving blood increases.  Summer is an especially difficult time to 
collect the amount of blood to restock the blood bank.   
We are appealing to anyone who has never given blood to consider giving a gift of 
life, by donating a pint of blood.   
August  27  is the next scheduled collection date. 
BE BOLD!!! DONATE!!!!! 
CAN’T DONATE? VOLUNTEER TO HELP!!!!! 
If you have questions, please call Carol at 330- 1353 
 
 
************************************************************************************************
* 

FREE EXERCISE GROUPS: 

&  
Benders & Stretchers 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  
9-9:30AM 

Benn View Community Room 
 

YOGA 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 4:00pm Choir room 

COOKS 4 CHRIST 
FREE 

SUMMER BEACH PARTY                    

              JULY 20, 2007 
                6:00 PM                     

          ST JOHN’S FELLOWSHIP 
HALL 

Beach food menu 
Games and prizes 

Best beach bag, beach hat & total outfit 
awards 

All ages welcome. 
Don’t miss the fun!!!!  
238-2659 or 238-2109 

                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                           
 
 
News and Information for all Women of St. John’s 
   July, 2007 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Join in Bible Study 

All Women are welcome! 
 

Faith Bible Study – July 10, at 1:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

Lesson Leader – Dorothy Bauermeister 
Refreshments – Bernetta Schroeder 

 
Rejoice Bible Study – July 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 
Lesson/Refreshments – Miriam Sukraw 

 
General meeting, July 23, at 7:00 p.m. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quilters in Action 
 

Coming Events 
 

Fair Trade Sales 
July 8, 9:30 a.m. in Narthex 

Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Hot Chocolate, and  
Chocolate Bars.  

 
Camp Carol Joy Holling Quilt Auction 

July 28 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Saved to Serve Opportunities 
August 3-5 – Sullivan Hills Camp in Lodgepole 

Spruce up the camp for the retreat season. 
 

A Festival of Tables 
Soup and Salad Luncheon 

September 8 

 
Nebraska Synod Women of ELCA Convention 

September 21-23 in Kearney 
Registration deadline August 18 

 
Act Boldly Event 

September 28-29 in Omaha 
Registration deadline August 30 

 

Food Pantry 
Don’t forget to support the Western Douglas County Pantry 
with food items.  You can place them in the shopping carts 
located in the entry to the lower level and to the fellowship hall.  
Also, Campbell’s Soup labels may be left in the box below the 
mailboxes. 
 

Mustard Seed Project 
 
Thank you to the Cook’s for Christ for the 
$500 to cover expenses for beads, etc.   To date, 
we have given $1,115.00 to the Seminary Fund 
and we hope to add to that amount.   
Come join us on July 17 at 9:00 a.m., to help 
make more bracelets for this project. 
Experience is not necessary.   

Thank You! 
Thank you for all the stuffed animals you gave for the Ronald 
McDonald House.  The children there appreciate your kindness. 

NSWO Convention 
The Nebraska Synod Women of the ELCA will be holding their 
convention in Kearney September 21-23.  You may make a copy 
of the registration blank found on the Women in Action bulletin 
board. 
Be sure to register by August 18.  Cost is $85.00.  Check with 
Karen Anderson about room reservations.  Phone 238-2374 

Act Boldly Event 
September 28-29 in Omaha 

See Karen Anderson for registration info or 
 check the bulletin board. 

Mission Investment Fund 
If you have been thinking about opening an investment account, 
now might be a good time.  The Mission Investment Fund of the 
ELCA has issued a challenge.  If 1,000 Women of the ELCA 
open new accounts, $25,000 will be given to support the next 
Triennial convention in 2008. 



 
 
 
 
 
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St John’s Women in Action 
Saturday, September 8, 2007 

 Festival of Tables 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Women in Action 
Saturday, September 8, 2007 

Festival of Tables 
 
What is Festival of Tables?  Individuals or Groups decorate a card 
table with a place setting of dishes, silver, and glassware, centerpiece, 
tablecloths, etc. using your grandma’s china, your own fine china, or 
just everyday dishes or choosing themes, such as holidays, country 
western, Classic 50’s, etc.  Use your imagination!   
 
We would like each table to have a 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 sign (8 1/2 x 11 
sheet of paper folded in half) on it explaining your table decorations 
and/or your theme and where the dishes came from, etc. 
 
Set-up would take place on Saturday morning, from 9:30 to 10:30, 
with the Luncheon and Festival running from 11am until 2 pm. 
 
I would be interested in decorating a table for the Festival of Tables: 
 
Name ________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number_________________________________________ 
 
Card table size:_________________________________________ 
 
Brief description or theme of table setting 
______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
Return to:  Debbie Almquist St Johns Mail Box #2 
        12818 N 156th St Bennington NE 68007 
Phone 238-2801 or 238-2245 if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 

 
Quilters in Action 

 

The Quilting Frame:  Sometimes all we need to get 
well is an encouraging word and reassurance that we 
are loved.  There are times when we need that hope; 
others are quick to send words of faith as well as 
demonstrating their love to others.  When we need, 
God sent His Word and His demonstration of love to 
us through Jesus. 
 
On June 11 and 12 the following seven ladies met:  
Betty Deardoff, Lorene Andersen, Delores Thorell, 
Mary Weberg, Addie Backhuus, Gloria Jacobsen, and 
Norma Collins.  We were able to complete 15 baby 
quilts.  Mary, Lorene and Delores worked on the 
“Bursts of Blue” quilt.  They have been able to finish 
the hand quilting this month.  It will be given to Camp 
Carol Joy Holling for the quilt auction in 2008.   
 
On June 1st, Mary and Betty delivered 7 quilts to the 
camp for the auction on July 28, 2007.  Six pictures 
are posted on the bulletin board.  One prayer shawl 
was given to the quilters and Erma T. delivered it to 
Rosie Peters living in Fremont.  Thanks to whoever 
made the shawl, Rosie was most appreciative of the 
gift.    
 
We donated 3 baby quilts, 4 fleece baby blankets, 
and 1 full size quilt for the youth to take on their 
Mississippi-Hurricane Katrina mission trip.   
 
The Binding Stitch:  “Oh, Lord God. Behold, You 
have made the heavens and the earth by Your great 
power and outstretched arm.  There is nothing too 
hard for you.”   Jeremiah 32:17 NKJV 
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“And God has given us the privilege of urging everyone to come into his favor and 
be reconciled to him … This is the wonderful message He has given us to tell 
others. We are Christ’s ambassadors.” 2 Corinthians 5:18b-20 (LB) 
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Adapted from 10 Ways of Worshipping Without Music by Tobin Perry 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Stephen Ministers are trained to assist persons mildly depressed; however they are 
ever mindful that depression is serious.  
 
Everyone gets down from time to time, but sometimes it’s more than just “the blues.” 
Sometimes, it can be clinical depression.  
Clinical depression affects more than 19 million Americans each year. It is a real 
illness that can be treated effectively. Unfortunately, fewer than half of the people  
who have this illness seek treatment. Too many people believe that it is a “normal” 
part of life and that they can treat it themselves. Left untreated, depression poses a  
huge burden on employees and employers. It causes unnecessary suffering and 
disruption in one’s life and work, and costs about $44 billion a year in lost workdays,  
decreased productivity and other losses.  
Know the Signs 
The signs and symptoms of clinical depression are:  

·   Persistent sad, anxious or “empty” mood  
·   Changes in sleep patterns  
·   Reduced appetite and weight loss, or increased appetite and weight gain  
·   Loss of pleasure and interest in once-enjoyable activities, including sex  
·   Restlessness, irritability  
·   Persistent physical symptoms that do not respond to treatment, such as 

chronic  pain or digestive disorders  
·   Difficulty concentrating at work or at school 
·   Difficulty remembering things or making decisions  
·   Fatigue or loss of energy  
·   Feeling guilty, hopeless or worthless  
·   Thoughts of suicide or death  

If you experience five or more of these symptoms for two weeks or longer, you could 
have clinical depression. See a doctor or qualified mental health professional for 
help,  
right away.  
If you or some one you know has even one of these signs, call a trained Stephen 
Minister for confidential assistance @ 238-2659 

Wellness Man Says: 
Plenty of intergenerational meals and fun events are happening this 
summer. 
Check out these opportunities: 
*Nashville recording star-Terry Smith July 18 10:30-11:30AM Fellowship 
Hall 

                 *Summer Beach Party July 20 at 6PM, prizes for beach bags, outfits,   
                   hats, games, fun and good food. 
                  *Block Party August 5, food, fun, fellowship. 
 

Wellness Ministry needs your help 
Some of our Bennview residents need our assistance. 
Examples:  Pick up groceries, Etc. 
                     Transportation to store and doctor appointments 

       Help with laundry 
                     Pick-up mail 
                     Light housekeeping 
                     Someone to talk to one hour weekly or monthly  
You could really make a difference. You can be an answer to a prayer. 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.”                    Matthew 11:28 
Let’s reach out to these people and show them God’s love.  Form more information, 
please call Jodi at 238-2109. 

4  

WHEELS 4 CHRIST 
Our needs grow weekly as we continue to meet our mission of providing 
transportation for those who need it.   Our funds continue to grow also, as we 
receive donations (all are needed and appreciated) We are approaching $5,000.  
A special THANKS to the Youth for the funds they have raised doing the car 
washes.  Plans are to continue the car washes thru summer. July car washes are 
scheduled for Saturday, July 14 and 28 from 9am-11am.   We provide transportation 
for 1 to as many as 8 on several days each week.  We desperately need a 14 
passenger, wheel chair equipped vehicle ASAP.  Please HELP and give to 
support to this ongoing ministry of OUR church. 
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   COOKS 4 CHRIST 

 July  10 Benn View Noon 

                  16 Keenagers Noon 

                  20  SUMMER BEACH PARTY 

                  31 Benn View Noon 

 August        5 Block Party Desserts 

  OCTOBER 6 HARVEST FESTIVAL 

“Tomorrow I plan to work, work from early until late. In fact, I have so much to do 
that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” M. Luther 

 
 
 

ON FIRE  
 

FOR FAITH 
 
 FORTY DAYS OF PURPOSE 
   
  KICK-OFF SEPTEMBER 9 

Nashville Recording Artist 
Terry Smith 

July 18 
10:30-11:30 Fellowship Hall 

Free Concert 
Everyone Welcome 

Lunch available by advance reservation 
only 238-2659 

 
 
“In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my 
requests before you and wait in expectation.” Psalm 5:3 (NIV) 
 

 
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” Romans 12:10 (NIV) 

 

 
Harvest Festival 

 Saturday, October 6  
 



FLOWERS/BULLETINS 
May 27 
Altar flowers were to honor Audra Meador’s 16th birthday given by her Mom, Dad, 
Tara & Colton. 
 
Flowers near the pulpit were in honor of Leyla Mackenzie O’Connor’s baptism 
given by her Mom and Dad. 
 
Flowers near the lectern were given in honor of the marriage of Ashley Olsen and 
Brent Blaschka on May 26 by Ashley’s grandmas, Jean Olsen and Grace Baty.  
Congratulations! 
 
Flowers by the sides of the altar were given in loving memory of Frieda Peterson, 
by Elmer and family. Funeral services were held at St. John’s Lutheran Church on 
May 22 with interment at Evergreen Memorial Park. 
 
The poppy bouquet in the narthex was given in loving memory of our veterans. 
 

June 17 
The plant on the altar was given by Kevin and Jan Braden in celebration of their 
25th wedding anniversary.  Congratulations! 
 

June 24 
Altar flowers were given by Van and Nancy Mohr in honor of their 30th wedding 
anniversary on June 25.  Congratulations!  
 
 
 

 
 
Leyla Mackenzie O’Connor was received into God’s Holy Kingdom through the 
washing of Holy Baptism on May 27. Leyla, the daughter of Jeffrey and Gwen 
O’Connor was born on March 3. Her sponsors are Paul and Lisa Glidden. 
Congratulations!!  
 
Cody David Sandstedt was received into God’s Holy Kingdom through the washing 
of Holy Baptism on June 24. Cody, the son of David and Kelly Sandstedt, Jr. was 
born on January 23.  His sponsors are Kim Smith and Leslie Nelson. 
Congratulations!!  
 
�

JUNE  
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES  

HIGHLIGHTS 
The Church Council met on June 12, 2007.   
Present:  Caryn Stichler, Mark Backhuus, Bill Dunn, Jan Braden, Pastor Jim,  
Mert Opfer, Mark Misfeldt, Jenny Hansen 
Absent:  Jim Peterson, Ted Kirby, Jeremy Hansen, Sandra Kander, Heath Johnson, 
Jim Pinegar 
Devotions given by Caryn Stichler.  Next month - Mark Backhuus. 
 

New Business:  Discussed items for July Thru the Windows, and 
Pastor’s 10th anniversary of ordination 
Committee reports  
Youth Ministry:  Posted 
Worship and Music:  Discussed purchase of new ELW hymnals 
Christian Education:  Vacation Bible School June 11-15.  
Evangelism:  Posted 
Finance:  May Current Fund Beginning Balance:   $:  $1,198.21  
Mission Share for May $2,576.08.  May Ending Balance:  $594.30 
Endowment Committee:  Next Meeting September 18.   
Property Committee:  Discussed grading at the top of the hill, Fire escape map 
needs to be posted downstairs as well as the entire building. 
Bill Dunn and Al Weberg will formulate this map. 
Pastor’s report:  Posted.. 

 
Complete Church Council Meeting Minutes are posted on the bulletin  
board in the office hallway. 
 
The next church council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 10 at 7pm. 

  
   WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 8:00am       9:30am       
May 27       56                  73        

8:30am       10:00am       
June 3    95                  74 
June 10      98                  72 
June 17     N/A                185 One Service 
June 24      92                  70 
 
 
 
 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY-JULY 
1 Julie Jensen 
 1     April Turner 

Sam Lurvey    
Stephanie McClelland 

2 Jenny Porter 
3 Lorene Andersen 

Rich Anderson 
Joel Backhuus 
Roy Eipperle 

 4      Susan Coe 
 5     Andy Freeman 

Mark Hinton 
6     Pamela Dorau 
7     Sheila Dreessen 

David Havekost 
Jeffrey Bourg  

8 Elmer Petersen 
DeLores Ohms 

9     Molly Misfeldt 
Shelby Schneider 

10   Steve Nelson 
Jamie Timperley 
Ryan Witt 
Evelyn Wulf 

11   Michael Iltzsch 
12   Scott Jensen 
13   Harvey Jensen 

Sarah Langer 
Jontavous Curtis 
Carol DiMauro 

14    William Bohn 
Josh Langer 
Dorothy Sass 
Kimberly Merritt 

15   Natalie Schmidt 
        Nicholas Brown 
16    Norma Heise 

Jerry Wesemann 
Jim Scott 

17 Cody Flynn 
Heath Johnson 

 
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
¨  Lorene Andersen, (7/3), 83 
¨  Elmer Petersen, (7/8) 91 
¨  Evelyn Wulf,(7/10)  89 
¨  Harvey Jensen, (7/13) 85 
¨  Raymond Schneider, (7/18) 83 
¨  Jerry Pooley, (7/22) 84 
¨  Glen Mohr, (7/27), 81 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

      JULY 
1       Todd & Kelly Pierson 
2      Jerry & Paula Bonney 
         Richard & Dawn Metcalf 
3 Dale & Colleen Smith 

Tom & Cynthia Rivera 
Mark & Angela Sukraw 

6 Alan & JoEllen Bolte 
Jeff & Cathy Kuhl 

8 Chris & Katie Circo 
        Clancy & Emily Laaker 

Sonny & Nancy Schmidt 
 10   Tom & Mary Bequette 
15 Stanley & JoAnn Redel 

Monte & Teri Sue Nelson 
19   Tom & Peggy Dall 
23    Allan & Shelly Pollreis 
25   Don & Sena Jensen 
        John & Jan Lichty 
 26   Mark & Debbie Misfeldt 
29 Greg & Linda Bohn 
30 Dale & Ila Mohr 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Armstrong                         
17 JoEllen Bolte 

Jerry Bonney 
Pam Curtsinger 
Becky Jensen 
Kris Melvin 
Ray Schneider 
Richard Metcalf 

 19    Mark Baty 
20 Karma Ellermeier 

Richard Freeman 
Tony Frost 
Dean Tonack 
Joann Warrick 
Kelly Witt 

 21   Tim Novacek 
Todd Pierson 

22    Jennifer Gliwa 
Benjamin Giebelhausen 
Charles Peterson 
Jerry Pooley 

23     Joshua Coe 
24 Jeremiah Claeys 

Robert Larsen 
25 Angie Coe 

Madison Pooley 
Carter Christensen 

26 Wendy Andersen 
Addie Backhuus 
Megan Capps 
Brock Sass 

27 Farrah Buckley 
Glen Mohr 
Lynne Ziemba 

28 Dave Clark 
Katie Circo 
Cynthia Giebelhausen 
Jeff Hayden 
Megan Witt 
Kelly Baehr 
Kennedy Pagel 

29 Jim Bridgeford 
Kelly Johnson 

30  Wade  Junker 
Megan Nelson 

  31 Sheri Pinegar 
Charity Curtis 

 

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY WISHES 
TO: 
¨  Jeff & Cathy Kuhl, (7/6) 5 
¨  John & Jan Lichty, 15 
¨  Tom & Cynthia Rivera, (7/3) 20 
¨  Sonny & Nancy Schmidt, 

(7/8),40 
¨  Butch & JoAnn Redel, (7/15), 40 
¨  Clancy & Emily Laaker, (7/8), 45 
¨  Don & Sena Jensen, (7/25) 54 
¨  Dale & Ila Mohr, (7/30) 52 
 

We extend our sympathy to Sandra, Doug and Rebecca Kander  
Sandra’s mother, Bernice Halliday of rural Tarkio, passed away on 
June 11 and funeral services were held on June 14. 

 
 



                     THRU THE WINDOWS 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

322 North Molley Street 
James M. Price, Pastor 

 238-2483 (Church) 
238-2958 (Home) 

WWW.STJOHNSBENNINGTON.ORG (website) 
STJOHNSOFFC@msn.com (Email) 

 

Worship Services:  
8:30amTraditional and 10:00amContemporary    

Holy Communion will be celebrated on the 
First and third Sunday of each month   

 

 2007 Church Council 
  Caryn Stichler…………………………………..President 

    Jim Peterson……………… . Vice President/ Evangelism 
    Mark Misfeldt……   Co-Current Fund Treasurer/Mission    
                                         Share Treasurer/Music & Worship 
     Deb Almquist*……………. Co-Current Fund Treasurer 
                                                         /MissionShare Treasurer 

Jan Braden………………….Secretary/Worship & Music 
     Wayne Andersen*…………………..Financial Secretary 
     Heath Johnson…..….…Special Fund Treasurer/Finance 
     Mert Opfer…………………………….Social Ministry 
     Jim Pinegar……………………..……..….…….Property 
     Ted Kirby……………………………………….Property 
      Mark Backhuus……………….………Mutual Minstry 
      Jim Peterson……………………………………Property 
      Bill Dunn……………………………….….Stewardship 
      Sandra Kander……………………..Christian Education 
      Jenny Hansen…………………………...Social Ministry 
      * Appointed 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Youth & Family Director………Jeremy Hansen 
Secretary ………..…………… Debbie Misfeldt 
Organist……………….….……..Michael Bauer 
Choir Director………………………Kerry Frey 
Junior Choir Director …………….. .Kerry Frey 
Custodians…………. Tom Koziol/Cindy Koziol 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


