THRU THE WINDOWS

St. John's Lutheran Church
Bennington, Nebraska
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MARCH 2007

ACOLYTES

Mar 11
8:00am Catherine lltzsch
Rebecca Kander
9:30am Brain Jensen
Sam Giebelhausen
11:00am Micah Peterson

Mar 14
7:30pm Jake Depperman
Ryan Christianson

Mar 18

8:00am Cody Bridgeford
Colton Meador

9:30am Colton Bourg
David Bressman

11:00am Micah Peterson

Mar 21
7:30pm Brooke Sass
Taylor Sass

Mar 25

8:00am Meade Laaker
Ryan Baker

9:30am  Katy Bridgeford,
Hannah Misfeldt

11:00am Erynn Westfall

Mar 28
7:30pm  Connor Eurek
Griffin Japp

GREETERS

March 4

8am Janiece Coe, Greg & Jodi Pooley

9:30am Wendy Christensen, Howard/Phyllis Almquist
11am Lori Kuker and girls, Di Loptin & girls

March 7-Lenten Service
7:30pm Leola Bonge

March 11

8am Janiece Coe

9:30am Wendy Christensen, Howard/Phyllis Almquist
11am Di Loptin and girls

March 14-Lenten Service
7:30pm Linda Bohn, Shaina Menard

March 18

8am Janiece Coe, Greg & Jodi Pooley

9:30am Wendy Christensen, Howard/Phyllis Aimquist
11am Di Loptin and girls, Deb Fuchser

March 21-Lenten Service
7:30pm Deb Almquist

March 25

8am Janiece Coe

9:30am Wendy Christensen, Howard/Phyllis Almquist
11am Di Loptin & girls, Deb Fuchser

March 28-Lenten Service
7:30pm Deb Almquist

ALTAR COMMITTEE

Early Carole Cox, Joan Havekost
Late Janet Olsen-Finken




COMMUNION HELPERS
8:00anPaul Holtapp
9:30am Ebba Johnson

USHERS

March 4

8am Les Coe, Donna Van Buren

9:30 Dave Clark, Curt Frost, Don & Harriette Peetz
1lam Jim Peterson

March 7-Lenten Service
7:30pm Jim Bonge and Jerry Baker

March 11

8am Les Coe, Donna VanBuren
9:30 Don & Harriette Peetz
1lam Jim Peterson

March 14-Lenten Service
7:30pm Jim Bonge & Jerry Baker

March 18

8am Les Coe, Donna VanBuren

9:30 Dave Clark, Don & Harriette Peetz
1lam Jim Peterson

March 21-Lenten Service
7:30pm Jerry Baker, Greg Bohn

March 25

8am Les Coe, Donna VanBuren

9:30 Dave Clark, Don & Harriette Peetz
11am Jim Peterson

March 28
7:30pm Jerry Baker



1. Pamela Andersen
2. Julie Clements
3. Evelyn Suverkrubbe
Janet Olson-Finken
4. Maxine Altic
Kassidy Goertz
Karla Reynolds
5. Faye Bridgeford
Stacey Havekost
Angie Schmidt
Al Weberg
John Pierson
Caleb Logemann
Tonya Eurek
Ruberta Christensen
Caleb Schneider
Annette McClelland
0. Sue Hinton
Caryn Stichler
Cassidy Noble
12. Adrienne Larsen
Tami Sass
John Lichty
13. Kerry Frey
Katelyn Kramer
14. Ben Weidner
16. Genevieve Campbell
JoAnn Redel
17. Mayone Japp
Chelsi Pinegar
Logan Wright
18. Duane Ellermeier
Patsy Mahoney
Allyson Mohr
George Poulsen
Trevor Logeman
Kris Carl
19. Sarah Stephens
20. Jonathan Janecek
Abby Misfeldt
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21.

Darian Reed
Tyler Brunk

22. Londo Auch

23.

24,
25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30

31.

Jerry Kuhl
Kirk Weidner
Nick Coe
Jeffery Coe
Melvin Kroger
Brynlee Loptin
Michelle Rivera
Gloria Jacobson
Linda Bohn
Justin Bonney
Amy DeLawter
Jennifer Bressman
Thomas Book
Kenneth Gottsch
Donald Jensen
Jeremy Hansen
Kim Blacketer
Joshua Menard
Eric Johnson
Jerry Gottsch
Gerald McMurphy
Caitlyn Simmons

. Janiece Coe

Jessica Curtsinger
Sena Jensen

Shawn Klabunde
Andrea “Musel” Kadavy
Lisa Muhleka

Kelley Wenz

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
" George Poulsen, 85
Evelyn Suverkrubbe, 87
Ruberta Christensen, 94



CELEBRATING THEIR
SR ANNIVERSARY
1 Jim & Jodie Tulson
Floyd & Delores Thorell
5 Mitch & Roxanne Lenhart
6 Josh & Jacquelyn Frost
10 David & Mary Larsen
13 J & Jodi Grothendick
14 Lee & Kathy Bunz
16 Earl & Connie Timm
20 Wes & Pamela Andersen
24 Jerry & Marilyn Roe

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY WISHES TO
Wes and Pam Andersen, 25
Mitch and Roxanne Lenhart, 30
Jerry and Mimi Roe, 51
Floyd and Delores Thorell, 63

aving L€
Amory

Our sympathy to Erma and family in recent passihgsband, Carl
Christianson on January 28. Funeral serviteddnagr8t. John's Lutheran
church on February 5. Interment was at Elegresal Park.

Our sympathy to Dick and family in the recegtabdssiwife, Sherry on
February 1Funeral services were held on February 2zhatsStulberan
Church .Interment was at Westlawn-Hillcrest Markoni@®®maha, NE.

Our sympathy to Norma and family in the recenbphes husband, Sam
Collins on February 18. Funeral services ward-hbldiary 26 at
St. John’s Lutheran Church.

Greetings members and friends of St. John’s

Since Ash Wednesday we have been in the SeagavhidiLis a very special
time for all of us. Lent is that special tinveerdwethe body of Christ, the
Church, get examine our lives and begin to make posities itfzmngll bring
us closer to God.

The reason we do this is because we have receiveddfsom God especially
from God’s sending us His Son, Jesus, to talecaovays Because of all that
God has done for us, “now is the acceptalde tisnie’iepent, turn around and
come back into a closer relationship with the Gad.

Romans 6:4 says:
“We were buried therefore with Him by Baptisndéaiit, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory dfdtieer, we too,
might walk in newness of life.

Lent is the time for us to devote ourselveadgqusikive changes in our lives
like beginning again to reading our Biblesayi)yepen to fasting, all things
that can help bring us closer to Christ so tbatrtygdt walk in newness’of life
when Easter comes.

Therefore, the positive changes we make ardaihfmbary interruptions in our
behavior, only to go back to the way we wegstandeak arrived. Nope. Lent
is rather to be like an athlete’s spring teampnguring spring training an
athlete disciplines him or herself by workpngue their performance and to
learn new skills that will enable them to pettéarim the future. For Christians,
Lent is to be the same way. We get to workwangrapr relationship with our
Lord and perhaps learning new skills that uglirhéie future.

So think about an area of your spiritualye thaht to work on improving and
then discipline yourself to do it over these 40l@ay. Whatever positive
changes you make, will certainly add valuéfeoaraihelp you “walk in
newness of life.” When Easter comes you g @igjoser walk with Christ
than you were before you began.

May God bless all our efforts!

See you in Church,
Pastor Jim Price



Dic you Kno\ ...

WWW.STIJIOHNSBENNINGTON.ORG
We're on the worldwide web!! You can nowmantidyinewsletter “Thru
the Windows” online. You can also check tlyecalenttdr; see picturgs
of events...even get directions to the churclyan’'casew to the area

Hey, kids! There is also a link for Youthsagihotos, games and morg!

A big thank you goes out to the St. John’s Wiy Treanhard work and
commitment to making this site a success:

Wayne Andersen
Allison Junker
Pam Andersen
Kathy Andersen
Jenny Hansen
Sheri Pinegar

Check it out today and be sure to save wwwesipitisin.otg your
favorites

*Please consider the website a “work in pregresafi’'tee updated and
reviewed on a regular basis*

Anyone interested in no longer receiving a maoleyl @f the “Thru the
Windows, please e-mail the church office at STIOHNSOFE@@ msn.
or contact the church office at 238-2483, andangowa you from the
mailing list.

We want you on the website. Church committee aistri®s we need your
help Articles, descriptions of your committee gtagsment) and pictures are
needed for the website. E-mail informationgb@gtjphnsbennington.org
We're also asking for anyone who would ldseqdittierr event or group
meetings to contact us at the same e-mail addrAison Junker to arrange a
time to come and take photos for the website.

Ruberta Christensen will be celebrating HebBthday on March 8thHer
children are Doreen Nelson of Gretna, Terriea@thNgtensen, Daryl and
Carole Cox all of Omaha and Darryl and RobiroSRaimeHarbor, FL.
Ruberta has 10 grandchildren and 18 greatdgamdéter family would like to
honor her with a card shower: Ruberta’s addfesguss Place Apt. 208, West
Maple Road, Elkhorn, NE 68022

LENT

On February 21, Ash Wednesday, we entered hef $¢esspour 40 day period
of preparation for the coming of Easter. During éhbe gathering for our
annual Wednesday Night Soup Suppers and Midere®kdrship Services.
Supper will be served starting at 5:30pm fglithweeskbvice at 7:30pm. We will
once again be using the “The Holden EveningaSeswuicerder of worship.

Easter liliesnay be ordered by checking your Sign-Up Gggptotonégnclosed
in your Sunday bulletin or by calling the dimereh 288-2483. The cost is
$5.00.Easter memorials and donations toward the purdfgséms can

also be given. Order deadline is Sunday, March 25.

First Communion

Save the date! First Communion Instructioruisdéb8dturdayMarch 17

from 9am — Noon. We will be holding First Commlasiouction for all

5h Grade students winould like teegin taking communion as well as any others
who would like to be part of this class. Tirgewiditeach the participants about
why we celebrate Holy Communion, enjoy a Sedénbt=ah reenactment of

the Last Supper and how our Holy Communioh&Sstsioeigins in the Hebrew
celebration of the Passover. If you wouldelikegott of this class, sign-up

using the Sunday “Worship Registration” fonmyfoumnblulletin, or contact

Debbie at the Church Office.

Special thanks all of you who kept us in your prayersspedididhings for
Rollie and us during his long iliness. We t&gpegeigone helping in your own
special way, however small or large the favmaveigben. It all helped and
was appreciated. Thank you and God Bless@ach of y

Joann, Phil and Diane Warrick

Thank youo all who came to help us celebrate our agranersathdays.
We would like to extend a BIG thank you toCuakdar serving the meal.
Bahi&Brahm



Week 1 — What on Earth Am | Here For?

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)
For we are God's workmanship, created JesCisrist do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

Week 2- You Were Planned For God'’s Pleasviark 12:30 (NIV)
Love the Lord your God with all your hesttt atiggour soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.

Week 3 — You Were Formed For God’s FamifRomans 12:5 (NIV)
So in Christ we who are many form one bealgh aneimber belongs to all the others.

Week 4 — You Were Created to Become Like Chiligpidhs 2:5 (NIV)
Your attitude should be the same as thiat dé€iis.

Week 5 — You Were Shaped For Serving God 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)
Each one should use whatever gift he hed tesawe others.

Week 6 — You Were Made For a Mission Colossians 4:5 (NIV)
Be wise in the way you act toward outskkethpmaost of every opportunity.

It makes no difference who you are or whefeoyou ieyou want God and are
ready to do as he says, the door is open.” 381 G)

A simple prayer you can pray

GROUP

“Pray that the Master’s Word will simply ta¢teaxféahrough the country to a
groundswell of response, just as it did among you.”
2 Thessalonians 3:1 (msg)

Pray that God will graciously bless our HO$Tgingyd@ople together to
launch new groups. Ask that God will createfdrimomdship in these groups
during and beyond the 40 Days of Purpose campaignembers develop
lasting relationships to his glory and honor.

o e e R

WORSHIP
“Very early in the morning, while it was siésiarigot up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he prayetl:38/@IV)

Pray that the men, women, and children of bwithmoce completely
understand that they were created for God's. [Spasifically ask that they will
have a joyful heart of worship and becomentdesvitiiethe Lord.

i B

FELLOWSHIP

“For this reason, since the day we heard alwatywe, not stopped praying for
you and asking God to fill you with the knofWedgdldhrough all spiritual
wisdom and understanding.”

Colossians 1:9 (NIV)

Dear God, I don’'t understand it all yet, buelymelilove me and made me pyay for those whose hearts will be toucheddogdBept Christ as their Savior

for your purposes. I'm sorry that I've livesktbimstead of for you, and |
ask you for your forgiveness. Thank you fgrJesugino pay for my sins.
| want Jesus to be the Lord of my life. Please twelearn to love you
and trust you and live for your purposes. Amen.”

and for those who will be joining our churatufargithe 40 Days of Purpose
campaign. Ask for God’s special grace to beygtameny members of our
congregation who need to restore broken restonséxperience life together
as a church family
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DISCIPLESHIP

“Now, my God, may your eyes be open and yaengaestathe prayers
offered in this place.”
2 Chronicles 6:40 (NIV)

Pray that God would stir in our church an duthgatiéor spiritual
transformation and lasting Kingdom fruit. Asgu@eEldur members into a
deep, lifelong commitment to spiritual growth

MINISTRY

“I call on you, O God, for you will answer eer; @ivee and hear my prayer.”
Psalms 17:6 (NIV)

Ask that God will powerfully use our Minisirgx¥paind our church’s impact
through ministry opportunities, sending moeedadykieto service. Pray for all
those who will be learning more about theirgfisithis week and making
decisions about where they feel God is proemptiogérve.

“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful inel. effec
James 5:16 (NIV)

Beseech God that we will all become world-sBasChith our hearts on fire

God who fills the God, who fills the Heaven atidwedin his glory,
we pray ...
That our Celebration event will be an incredidiyl jome.

§ Celebragion
{zom Sllﬂdag.f . J

You're Invited to a Party!
Join us for the culmination
of 40 Days of Purpose Campaign
Enjoy the stories
Celebrate God's work
Rejoice in changed lives
Sunday, April 22
5:30pm Fellowship Hall
Celebration Sunday is free of charge.

¢

We would like to pray for our Campaign Dirdd¢easharno accomplish
everything through your power and strengththatydar glory would be
magnified. We ask that each person who is pyobhedtace during the

campaign would remember to give you the pgieg &odvhat you have done.

for lost souls. Pray for people to attend thresMiaisiand discover places where | jesus' name. we pray. Amen.

they may be drawn to carry the Gospel. Ask wailGbe our voice as we
boldly share our testimony with those who 8eadJesus.



News and Information faall Women of St. John’s

March, 2007

Coming Events

Fair Trade Sales
March 11th
9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. in Narthex
Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Hot Chocolate, and
Chocolate Bars

Saved to Serve Opportunities

May 31-June 3 —Fremont, NE
Create a Bible Village at NE Synod Festival

August 3-5 — Sullivan Hills Camp in Lodgepo‘r

Spruce up the camp for the retreat season

Bible Study Leaders for March

Faith Bible Study — March 13, at 1:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Lesson/Refreshments — Lorene Andersen

Rejoice Bible Study — March 19, at 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room
Lesson/Refreshments — Cathy Price

Executive Board Meeting

Monday, March12th, at 6:00 p.m.
Conference Room

Thank you!!!

Thank you to all those who helped make the Metro
East Spring Gathering a success. Thanks go tg
Debbie Almquist, Annette Kay, Emily Laaker,
Deb Sass, Jane Frost, Addie Backhuus, Doris
Gottsch, Betty Deardoff, Pastor Price, Debbie
Misfeldt, Evangeline Meyer, Mary Meyer, Kerry
Frey, Sarah Rothermund, Julie Rothermund,
Cyndee Barnhard, Jan Braden, Joan Warrick, and
all who participated as greeters, food servers,
made key chains, set up chairs and tables, etc. | We
couldn’t have hosted this event without your help.
Karen Anderson




Mustard Seed
Project!!!
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Thank you to all who have
helped make the bracelets and
those who have purchased
them. So far, we have given
$455 to the seminary fund.

Caféis an online magazine for women ag

es

20-35, but its articles will inspire women of:

all ages. Check it out at themew web
address www.boldcafeorg

Thank you to everyone who contributed
vitamins for Tanzania. Martin Russell's
suitcase was filled. He will be returning

there this summer and we may wish to s¢

more at that time. Look for a basket in th
narthex.

e

Quilters in Action
The Quilting Frame: When God teaches us something, it
invariably changes us and impacts others. By being teachable,
remain open to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit to shemwhat He
wants to do in us and through us. We are not designed to be
reservoirs of God’s love and blessings, but we are sentha
world to lead others to His rivers of living water, andjiee freely
to others what He has given to us.

On Monday, February 2 the following ladies met. Present were:
Betty Deardoff, Suzanne Kirby, Emily Laaker, Carol llzscbrene
Andersen, Addie Backhuus, and Gloria Jacobsen. Due totibten
weather problems we only met one day. We were, howal& to
tie 4 baby quilts, measure and fit fabric for backs éwesal full size
and baby quilts. We continued our mission in making more
bandages for Lutheran World Relief.

The Binding Stitch: 1 will follow in Your footsteps,drd,
that | may learn valuable lessons that can be passtd on
others. (1 Peter 2:21).

Food Pantry
Don't forget tosupport the Western Douglas
County Pantry with food items. You can
place them in the shopping carts located in the
entry to the lower level and to the fellowship
hall. Also,Campbell’s Soup labelsmay be
left in the box below the mailboxes.




MARCH PRAYER CIRCLE

Mar 04

The Rev. Glenn Harless and Thanksgiving!/Bellevue
The Rev. Harlan Heier, retired in Lincoln

The Rev. James Helgren and First/Wilber

The Rev. Lowell Hennigs and Our Saviour’s/Lincoln
And for those in their ministry who are journalists

Mar 11

Mrs. Ruth Henrichs, President and CEO, Lutheran Family Services of
Nebraska

The Rev. Joan Herbon and St. John/Daykin and St. Paul/Gilead

The Rev. Elwood (Woody) Hipple, Jr. and Trinity/Paxton

Parish Ministry Associate Myron Hitz/Plainview

And for those in their ministry who are veterinarians

Mar 18

Mrs. Mary Hock, Nebraska Synod Vice President and Chair of Nebraska
Synod Council

The Rev. Robert Hoeft, retired in York

The Rev. Roger Hoffman, retired in Syracuse

The Rev. Glenn Hohlt and First/North Platte

And for those in their ministry who are bus drivers

Mar 25

The Rev. Thomas Holcombe, retired in Omaha
Parish Ministry Associate Susan Hollenbeck/Omaha
The Rev. Donald Holm, retired in Lincoln

The Rev. Duane Holst and American/Fairbury

And for those in their ministry who are librarians

Prayers 2 Christ-Weekly Prayer Schedule

This month we will concentrate on continuing prayers for our 4 0
Days of Purpose Campaign

March 4 Pray for unity, harmony, and lasting frictodsévgtop
among team members.

March 11Pray for each person’s commitmentTheddrpose Driven
Lifedaily for 40 days.

March 18Pray that each person’s life will be enrimingidl ttine small
group experience.

March 25Pray that everyone in our congregation woinldhgiovove
of God - with all their heart, soul, and mind.

Prayers for 40 Days of Purpose

1.
2.

RBO©Oo~NOO MW
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12.

God, deliver me from being driven by the “gbdT of G

God, deliver me from being driven by the “G&ENTRENT AND
ANGER

God, deliver me from being driven by the “BadR.of F

God, deliver me from being driven by the “gatERIAUISM

God, deliver me from being driven by the “g&D 6R APPROVAL.
God, thank You for giving MEANING to my life!

God, thank You for giving me tools to SIMPL&Y my |

God, thank You for giving FOCUS to my life

God, thank You for giving MOTIVATION to my life!

. God, thank You for giving ETERNAL PURPOS#& to my lif
. God, grant me the faith and grace to carefijlgedisthe question:

‘What did | do with the free gift of eterratl thfe tlord Jesus Christ has
provided for mddid | surrender wholeheartedly to the Lord dssus Ch
or did I ignore His call for my surrendet®éAfllgternity with Him?
God, grant me the wisdom to carefully ask enyse#itibn What did |

do with the gifts, time, talents, health andrzrtived my Father gave
me to serve Him in this life on eah@®1 squander them on my
pleasures and fame, or did | use them wisighanalybediently as He
instructed me to use them? Will | have agfogisipansibility in
eternity, or will | just have my fire insurance?
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ﬁ:ﬁ% Last Call for Volunteer Award Nominations!
i Il__

',_,.;l, Nominations must be recdiyedarch 7 farecognition at this
ur_.-'\x.':;_ year’s dinner.
ﬁ "> To be eligible to receivéPHESIDENS VOLUNTEESERVICEAWARD

Applicants’ service hours must be confirmegidtgraaeCertifying Organization.
St John’s Wellness Committee is the locaycagdyiization.

There are three levels of WweRAvarying by hours of service completed within a
12-month period. If you would like to nominste topeceive the President’s
Volunteer Service award, put a note inbchxus@hor call Julie at 238-2659.
There are awards for individuals beginningatétjeete are also awards for
families.

Here is a chance for you to say thank you t@ garkdy. You don’t have to
sign your name, but be sure that you have ¢hepslireg of your nomination
and which group they are being nominated for.
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DINNER APRIL 20 5:30 pm
Mark your calendar today

NATIONAL HEALTH OBSERVANCES March 2007

American Red Cross Month 1-31
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Awareness Month,

National 131
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, National 1-31
Eye Donor Month, National 1-31
Hemophilia Month 1-31
Kidney Month, National 1-31
Mental Retardation Awareness Month 1-31
Multiple Sclerosis Education & Awareness

Month 131
Nutrition Month, National 1-31
Professional Social Work Month, National 1-31
Save Your Vision Month 1-31
Sports Eye Safety Month 1-31
Workplace Eye Safety Month 1-31

Love One Another As | Have Loved You . . .

In John 15:12, Jesus says, ""This is my commé#mainyentlove one another as
I have loved you." Loving and caring for cgreisinotijust the pastor's job--it's
something Jesus calls us all gtejgthen Ministrig a ministry in which people
with special gifts for caring ministry canegtftads use in an organized way,
bringing Jesus' love and care to those who diibst nee

A Great Way You Can Help a Hurting Friend

Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-workeivemigtais going through a difficult
time? Here's a great way you can help theem-gdibilt our Stephen Ministry!
Stephen Ministers are members of St John’s weheaadespecial training to
provide high quality, confidential, one-on4ishanChre to people who are
grieving the loss of a loved one, coping wittr @iegmosis, going through a
divorce or separation, battling a chronicoiflcass§ for a spouse or parent who
is chronically ill), experiencing a great theakofacing the loss of a job -- or
encountering any of countless other life challenges

Stephen Ministers can meet weekly with thececaresrto listen, care,
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritutl(Mglps are matched with
males, and females are matched with femalesing helationship lasts for as
long as the person needs care. It's free sgmowesful way to help a hurting
friend.

To learn how to connect someone you know phtereNitester, talk with our
Stephen Ministry Leader: Julie Dunn @ 238-2659.

Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!



COOKS 4 CHRIST

Calendar: Mar 1 Benn View Noon
13 Benn View Noon
19 Keenagers
29 Benn View PARTY Noon
April 11 Soup Supper
12 Benn View Noon
16 Keenagers
18 WOW 5:30pm
20Volunteer Recognition Dinner-Community wide

22 CELEBRATION SUNDAY -5:30pm 40 Days Of Purpose

24 Benn View Noon
May 4 PARTY

German Harvest Festival 2007 October 6

The complete 2007 calendar is availablet JGlat@cJodi for a copy.

THANK YOU to all who assisted in serving thetheeBrahm party. The pe
was a huge success. We are continually bléssedryg giving hearts of ¢
Cooks 4 Christ volunteers. We want to edpathathetAllen family, Betty
Deardoff, Doris Ostronic, Gloria Jacobson,dkenilgiiéRichard Anderson
are most ever grateful for your help! Thahk¥oth &lJulie.
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Wheels For Christ
Our fund is slowly growing. We are very tivaalkthefdonations. Some are
small and some are large. Every $1 brings s alpsechase of a handicap
assessable vehicle that we really need. Whestsfdn@s at this time are about
$3,200.00 thanks to a very nice memorial re€eedhber. Please help
support us with your gifts and memorials asftteacosw, easy to access,
stand up in, wheel chair accessable vehicletthasport up to 14 people is
over $40,000.00, and a good used one can rure amyteht20,000.00. WE
NEED THIS VEHICLE VERY SOON. If anyone kreiwdefraat might fit our
needs, PLEASE let us know.
In the mean time, we will continue to provibeDidéppointments, to church
and church activities for those who need alfide s@n as you have an
appointment so we can contact a volunteer.d\Alea@aske more volunteer
drivers. If you have some spare time and #hatluale accommodate the
needs of older people, call Bill at 238-2698i@aD#k8-2483. Our people who
need ridegppreciate all who help!

£
$)

Wheels 4 Christ went to the Shrine Circus
The big yellow youth bus was on the road sbhutittfiled with youth.
Friday, Feb 23, was a blast as seniors werelbwssedn to enjoy the circus.
Super big thanks to driver, Clancy Laaker!
We were a noisy, rowdy bunch and we suspemntdpah@ight he had a bus
load of school kids.
The clowns again paid special attention topgivgrgws opportunities to return
to our carefree youth spirits. The sack lundneatiarad added to the return to
our youth atmosphere. If you missed the besr tiwstgh for the opportunity
next year.
We had such a wonderful time, we hope to doh@du¢ure. On the way home
we discussed how nice it would be if we hadappeddius to allow more of our
seniors to participate. Before we forget:

THANKS to the youth for the use of their bus.

Z
S

R




Feb Game night was FUN

Gloria and Jeanette put on a richly decoratedtaffaper prizes. Any winner
would surely say they now have a well stocked purse

Gretchen beat the Queen three times at Chirkess.cliée dice were magic as
they rolled a unique combination four times in a ro

Future events open to any lady of any age whicewouidve some fun:
Menopause the Musical on April 1. The cosbjp@gdble to Benn Town
Gals. We have 12 going so far. It will deumlot o

Anyone interested in being a part of this giaxtplogoe @238-2802

That when asked for the reason for our chasgee Vi point others to you!
Jesus' name, we pray.

&

Benders & Stretchers
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9-9:30AM
Benn View Community Room

That the purposeful lives we are going toslheenbliight like the

noonday sun in your hdnajesus' name, we pray.
++++++++++

i St John’s Wellness Committee is seeking inpattding
another health fair. Anyone who has an idaarmorsogpsked to
communicate with Carol, Jodi or Julie.

February

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES HIGHLIGHTS
The Church Council met on February 13, 2007s ptesde:
Mark Backhuus, Jim Peterson, Ted Kirby, BildiDBraxlen, Pastor Jim,
Jeremy Hansen, Mert Opfer, Mark Misfeldt, JeamySéawura Kander,
Heath Johnson, Jim Pinegar  Absent: Caeyn Stichl
Devotions given by Pastor Jim. March deviarsNdisfeldt
Guests: Wayne Andersen, Winston Anderson/iDgbisie A

Wayne Andersen reviewed counting proceduresifoneobers.
Sherri Pinegar introduced the Web Page team amehgzens update on web
page progress.

Unfinished Busines&mployee Insurance, treasurer position

New BusinessDiscussed items for March Thru the Wirdoadures for the

2008 Annul Meeting Procedures, Council memb#eegmiups tables until

next month, neighborhood parking, sledding issues

Committee reports

Youth Ministryritten report. 40 Days of Purpose beginsaliweg wit

congregation

Worship and Musf€Committee had a retreat on 1/12 from 10am-3pm

Three new committee members-Mary and EvangelaredNiark Misfeldt.

Christian Educatiddo report.

EvangelismWritten report. New members class will beéayn Barch 4.

Finance:January Current Fund Beginning Balance1.8%3,74

Ending Balance: -$3,090.43, Mission Sharefgr $25587.40.

Endowment Committ€rey will meet once a quarter. Next meetingddébedu

March 20. Heath Johnson will also attend thiegs.mee

Mutual Ministry. Met on Jan 4. Goals set.for 2007

Youth MinistryWritten report.

Pastor’s report:ritéén report.

Complete&Church Council Meeting Minutes are posted on He&rbboard.

The next church council meeting is scheduled &sdiy, March 13 at 7pm
FEBRUARY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

8:00am 9:30am 11:00am
Feb 4 60 94 50
Feb 11 50 120 51
Feb 18 61 108 53
Feb 25 55 (SNOWY)
Mar 4 42 85 67
LENTEN SERVICE 10:00 7:30pm
Feb 21 40 166
Feb 28 140



FLOWERS/BULLETINS
Feb 4

Altar flowersvere given in loving memory of Rollie Warsiekfey Joann, and
family.

Feb 11

Flowers near the pulpitere given by Janie & Bob Frahm in hond@@f their
birthdays and theit"#@dding anniversary which they celebrated Eg&bruary
Congratulations!

The side altar flowevgere given in celebration of scouting by theuBxy Sc
who participated in the 9:30am worship service.

Feb 18

Rose on the altavas giveim celebration of the February 7 birth of Pemyefer
Bonge, daughter of Rick and Shawn Bonge artéhetdozy at Rejoice
Lutheran Church. She is the granddaughtenai.doieaBonge

Feb 25

Flowers in the narthexere given in loving memory of Sherry Fritz by her
husband, Dick, and family. Funeral Servicesyové&le held at St. John’s
Lutheran Church on February 22.

Rose on the altavas given in celebration of the February 1E&tértkaie,
daughter of Matt and Janice Cox. Ella weighaddrlth oz . She is welcomed
home by her big brothers, Wyatt-3 %2 years aldetrZD@onths old, and is the
granddaughter of Daryl & Carole Cox. Coogsatulati

Rose on the altavas given in celebration of the February 22aisttno
Joseph, son of Jeff and Cathy Kuhl. MasonSuJegleat 110z. He is the
grandson of Mary Kuhl. Congratulations!



Youth Notes...

Each year | look forward to the Lenten season,eas Is a time
for me to reevaluate. Lents 40 Days gives me timedk &t my life
and refocus my faith. The Lent season representstbBelesus spent in
the wilderness, fasting and being tempted by Satan (Mattiw1).
Maybe it the midweek service or the anticipation of wdmahe at the
end of Lent that | love, but | know for sure that timset helps me to
place my life back in order and helps get my priorittegight.

| guess that this Lenten season we could look at Jesus’
temptations and ask ourselves what is it that temptsf uge listen to
Joshua 24:14-15Now fear the LORD and serve him with all
faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyonc
the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving @l
seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom
will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyondibe Ri
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But asgfor n
and my household, we will serve the LORW& can ask a more BOLD
guestion, what gods are we worshiping and place beforémdf?

| urge you brothers and sisters that make this Lentesosea
time of reevaluation. Discern your answer to this tjoles and search
for this answer?As for me and my household, we will serve the
Lord.”

Rock On! Jeremy

Saturday Night Lights
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In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive toGod in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:11

WANTED
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40 Days
of Purpose

What's the Point?

40 Days of Purpose has kicked off and is picking up steam,

however it is not to late for you and your family to sign ug@ an

be part of a small group. The youth small groups are rdlyre
meeting on Wednesday nights at the youth center, fa36x 6:
7:30pm with a special youth

worship service at 7:30pm.

If you would like to would like more information regarding the

40 Days youth campaign call me at 238-2483.

ROCK ON!
Jeremy

2007 Mission Trip

Lenten Schedule

Lenten Worship
Lent this year will have a focus of what our purpose is as we journey through the
40 Days Campaign together. Our Lenten Services will be at 7:30pm Wednesdays
with Soup Suppers serving 5:30-6:30p.m. 40 Days small group have the option to
meet between the supper and service.

Confirmation Soup Supper Small Groups Service.

Like last year the confirmation small groups will help share
their servant like hearts with everyone. Each confirmation small
group will be asked to help serve one Wednesday . Groups will
help with set-up, serving , and clean-up. These nights will be a
service project night for your small group which requires your
whole groups participation. If you are unable to help with your
group you will need to visit with Jeremy to discuss another service
project.

Below you will see your small group by your Guides name
and the date which your group will be serving. You will need to arrive
at 5:15 so your group can make sure the final preparations are in
order. We will serve and clean up until it is time for the 6:30p.m.

small groups. Many hands will make light work.

Small Group Schedule

February 28 Jim Peterson
March 7 Mindi Laaker
March 14 Deb Depperman
March 21 Eileen Baker
March 28 Lori Kuker

April 11 Mark Carl

April 18

Allison Junker




